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TO THE PUBLIC 



« 

THESE unftudied travelling lketches 
were written, at the requeft of and 
for the amufement of a Lady and her 
friends, during a refidence abroad in the 
years 1776 and 77. 

With unaffe&ed diffidence they arc 
now fubmttted to the Public. — It is a 
moot point, whether that hackneyed af- 
iertion, " the Author wrote not for the 
public eye," be a valid apology for the 
imperfection and inaccuracy incident to 
hum^n productions — Yet it is fandtified 
by ufage ; and he who now, he fears too 
raflily, fteps out of his private line be- 
fore the awful tribunal of criticifm, fen- 
fible how much he will need indulgence, 
hopes it may be admitted in palliation. 

a That 



iv TO THE PUBTLIC. 

That the excufe is founded in facft, he 
appeals to the intelligent reader, who 
will judge for himielf and decide, whe- 
ther, if thefe letters were fabricated in 
the clofet with a vain view to popular 
celebrity, the writer would not have been 
lels laviih of his panegyric upon a rival 
• nation, more prodigal of his incenfe to 
the people by whofe fiat his literary re- 
putation muft (land or fall ? 

V 

It may be objected, that the fields of 
France and Switzerland are fo beaten by 
various defcriptions of learned travellers ; 
have been fo recently trod by the ingenious 
and ironical Moore, that little worthy of 
obfervation is left to be gleaned by their 
fuccefTors, efpecially by him who feels 
himfelf, though a cordial Amateur, a 
mere Tyro in fcience, a mere novice in 
the arts which polifh and adorn life. — 
But, as a fimple portrait, fketched by the 
pencil of genius, prefents different idfeas 

of 



TO THE PUBLIC. v 

of its technical mfcrit, or of its likenefe 
to the original, as it is viewed in dif- 
ferent points of light, or by tntn of dif- 
ferent degrees of judgment' arid tafte- — (b 
the grand htftoric pi&ure of mankind, 
though often gazed at, and ftill morft 
often defcribed by the cognofcenti, will 
yet throw out new lights and fhades, to 
every beholder of common fenfe, who 
contemplates it with the honeft defire of 

extraditing pleafure and improvement :— — 
if the prefent individual has, haply, feized 
any new tints, any flight nuances, or 
gradations of colouring, with which this 
rich, interefting, and inexhauftible Ta* 
bleau is replete, he is very fure, that he 
has, unfeduced by the love of fingularity, 
fo fafcinating to all travellers, delineated 
them, if not with power, at lead with 
juftice and candour. 

With the million the author is fenfible 
fotne few fentiments he has hazarded, 

* 
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vi TO THE PUBLIC. 

refpefting the French nation, may be 
invidious. — The liberal and judicious, he 
trufts, will think, with him, that we 
may allow our gay neighbours a pre- 
eminence in the light and pleafing vir- 
tues, flowing naturally from their affidu- 
ous cultivation of hs petites morales, 
without depreciating the fterling value 
of the old Englifh national charafter. — 
An exile from his native clime, the 
writer afpires to the philofophic charac- 
ter of a citizen of the world ; — if, -how- 
ever, a predile&ion for any people may 
be imputed to him, his private hiftory, 
a flight allufion to which may be difco- 
vered in this feries of letters, will 
prove, beyond a doubt, how fatally he 
felt it for the Britifli nation : he has in- 
deed little apology to offer for his opi- 
nions, fince he again declares, they were 
governed by truth — €€ and truth, to be 
loved, needs but to be feen." 

One 
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TO THE PUBLIC. vii 

One merit thefe letters may be proved 
to poflefs — They are genuine, and were 
written, by a traveller, upon the fpot# 
This circumftance, with the candid, will 
extenuate their faults. 

It is but too probable, that thofe who 
have the happinefs to be born with cool 
paffions, ever under the controul of fb- 
ber prudence, will condemn many of the 
writer's fentiments, as outre, if not re- 
prehenfible. — He can only fay, that the 
fimple meaning of the word cor-refpon- 
dence implies effufions from the heart, 
and letters, though glowing with the 
pathos of fentiment, and fancifully ar- 
rayed in the gaudy attire of language, 
if they have not this merit, have no 
merit at all. The author is a young 
man, who has not yet had the cares of a 
family to compofe the mind. He was 
born under vertical fun-beams, which 
rarefy the imagination and melt the foul 

a 3 to 



viii T O T H E P U B L I C. 

to a fublimation unknown, and perhaps 
un ad mi red by the chilly natives of hu- 
mid climes. .He is, in fhort, replete 
with the flugifton of enthufiafm, and, 
with more gallantry than policy, wages 
eternal war againft that very numerous, 
very refpe&able, very dull, and, of 
courfe, impenetrable biody of men whofe 
fole merit confifts in having poJd hearts 
and cunning heads* 

Long (ince thefe Letters were written 
the writer has difcovered, that an inci- 
(dent tp which they allude, conveys, he 
owns, without his having dreamt of it, 
a fpecies of moral ; which he has, with 
pleafure, feen recently anticipated by 
the elegant aut;hor of Tfhe Sorrows of 
. Werter*— -Infinitely lefs mafterly in their 
pompofition, the Letters which now lee 
the light, have the advantage of embrac- 
ing the memoirs of real perfonages, and* 
therefore, it is prefumed, may be held 

up 
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IX 



up a more confpicuous beacpn to r can- 
did and impetuous youth, than the moft 
fplendid and pathetic difplay of fictitious 
diftrefs. — — 

The fubje&, to which thefe Letters 
perhaps too often allude, is an addi- 
tional evidence, that, originally, they 
were nbt intended for, and would na- 
turally have precluded them from publi- 
cation, but for an event for ever to be 
deplored — The Lady, for whofe amufe- 
ment they were written, uniting a moft 
delicate frame to a ftill more delicate 
mind, now fleeps with her fathers, leav- 
ing the ill-fated Author the poignant re- 
collection to have adored, and to have 
loft the moft amiable of her fex ! 

To her memory he infcribes this feeble 
monument of his attachment and her 
unfading merit — If, unwittingly, he ever 
offended her while alive, let thefe literary 

a 4 wreaths, 



x TO THE PUBLIC. 

wreaths, facred to friendflitp, twining 
around her bier, plead expiation, and let 
the fons of fentiment f "(taking their 
penfive breads," exclaim with him, 

" Be the turf eyer hallow-d 
c< Which pillows her hqad!" 



The; Wanderer, 
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L E T T E R I. 

MADAM, 

TO you I do myfelf the honor to 
addrefs my travelling ideas of 
men and manners — inch as they 
are, there is a propriety in dedicating 
them to you ; for you are the caufe that 
J travel. — In the various climes through 
which it is my fate to wander, if, haply, 
I obfcrve any objedt, any incident wor- 
thy your attention, I will tranfport it an 
offering to the ihrine of Britifli beauty — 
A Khali 



4 The VIRGI N I A 

him; and, if he muft tafte, he meliorates 
the flavor with the idea of the ne&areous 
draft domeftic love prepares for him at 
the end of his pilgrimage : thus he jour- 
neys on, hugging to his bolbm the fairy- 
trifler Hope — But where is my hope once 
more to kifs my mother earth ! — to feaft, 
once more, my eyes with the chalky cliffs 
of Albion ; once more to indulge the 
melancholy pleafure of gazing upon the 
lovely caufe of my ruin ! You requeft, 
and, from the lips of beauty, a requeft 
is law— ryou enjoin me to wander until 
I fliall forget the faireft maid of a coun- 
try where thoufands are fair ! or, until 
fome more amiable foreign lady (hall de- 
face from my bolbm the pidlure of my 
dove-eyed Julia — Alas I your humility 
(hading your exquifite judgment per- 
mitted you not to fee the inhumanity of 
your fentence — had you glanced thofe 
dove-eyes upon your mirror ; had you 
reconnoitred a form that might give to 

the 
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the creator of the Medicean Venus new 
ideas of beauty, your fine tafle would 
have insinuated that decreeing a re- 
turn, under fuch conditions, was, vrrtu* 
ally,; decreeing a perpetual banifliment 
— For in what far country (hall I find a 
woman like you ? This is not the age of 
miracles — the difcriminating philosophic 
eye, or, even the poet's eye, " in a fine 
frenzy rolling," from Indus to the Pole, 
lights upon few; phenomenohsl prodi- 
gies fhoot not fpontaneous on the funny 

. r 

margin of the Ganges, nor on the 
heights of Nova Zembla, robed in eter* 
nal fnow — But, 'tis yours to be inexor- 
able, and to ordain — 'tis mine to lament, 
and to obey. 

One morning, the beginning of June, 
efcaping from myfelf, I leaped into the 
Dover poft-coach. I had no cloaths with 
me, except a few unforted things in a 
portmanteau, which had rematfied in it 

A3 fi nc P 
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6 The VIRGINIA 

fince my laft vifit to your uncle in Berk- 
(hire. I had made the neceflary ar- 
rangements refpe&ing ray foreign ere-* 
dits, and that final! effort exhaufted my 
reiblution. Often I attempted to paek 
up my trunks ; but when £ opened my 
drawers* if I chanced to fee or touch 
any the moft trifling token which in 
thofe halcyon days* when I poflefled 
your confidence, yoa had given me, I 
forgot my purpofe* I prefled it to my 
burning lips with adoration pure and 
holy . as .ever animated devotee killing 
the crucifix ; — I let fall the lid of my 
trunk, and remained absorbed in thought* 
looking " like Patience on a monument* 
fmiling at grief ! " 

I remember that die day harmonized 
not with my feelings ; for the fun dart- 
ing his beams through the blufhing man- 
tle of Aurora, feemed to infult my woe. 
My companions were an Englifli mil- 

lener* 
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iener, who had ingrafted French air and 
manner upon Britifh neatnefs and fira- 
plicity. She had been pretty, but was 
Verging towards thirty, and, having met 
with many difagremens ih the coiirfe 
of her peregrinations between £aris ahd 
London, that preyed upon her fenfibi- 
lity, the Laricalhire'rofes li&d vanished 
from her cheeks, to which a flight tinge 
of French rouge afforded a fuccedaiietrm ; 
a prepoflefling figure, ahd a large Ian* 
guifhing jetty eye, a lading feature, yet 
remained. A young mufcular Italian, 
who, by order of the good man her huP- 
band, attended in the capacity of CaVa- 
Here Serviente, the wife of a rich citizen 
of London, who had elcaped from the po- 
lite circle in the environs of Fifli-ftreet- 
hill, with a view to imbibe Spa water, 
by way of reparation to her deranged 
nerves, The city-lady, though nervous, 
was by no means conliifnptive ; fhe was 
more than en boh point, arid (haded 

A 4 with 



3 The VIRGINIA 

with the left wing of her petticoat a 
meagre yet interefting figure, who, with 
that modefty and (elf-denial, ever the 
companion of genuine merit, contenting 
himfelf with a corner feat, had ceded to 

the (ex his priority of pretentions with 
refpeft to rank. His outre figure, the 
vivacity of his look, and the ftrong lines 
of genius which marked each working 

feature of his face, immediately ftruck 
me. I cannot defcribe him ; but if you 
will dip into Smollet's Humphry Clinker 
you will fee him in the perfon of Lifma- 
hago. Had this gentleman fent to Smol- 
let, the refemblance could not have been 
more perfeft. He was fecretary to the 
Duchels of———, whom he was going 
to ioin at Calais. He added to the birth 
and manners of a gentleman a com- 

• * * • 

petcnt knowledge of the dead and Jiv- 
ing languages ; and was Angularly 
learned in the Italian, which he wrote 
with the precifion of aTufcan, and pro- 

nounced 
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nounced with the true Roman melody/ 
As a proof of this the young Roman, 
our companion, held a diffufive conver- 
fation with him the whole day, believing 
he was converting with a learned coun- 
tryman. At Dover the millener with 
the young Roman, who, under the pre- 
tence of {pending the evening with a 
friend at another inn, whiled away his 
time with the fair millener, partejd from 
us, fubmitting to our protection the bet- 
ter moiety of a city tradefman, the ami- 
able deputy from the firft coterie of Fifli- 
flreet-hill. The fecretary of the duchefs, 
and the faithful flave of Julia advanced, 
with profound refpeft, and prefling to 
their bofoms either arm of the lady, ufli- 
ered her, with infinite gallantry, into 
the bed room in the beft inn of Dover. 
I begged the fecretary to do the honors 
of the houfe, as, in a whifper, I told 
him, though my body was prefent, my 
foul yet hovered about a certain villa in 

Berk- 
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Berkfhire; nor could the agremens of 
the lady before us call it from thofe 
groves, and lawns, and meads, which it 
ftill delighted to haunt. 



Adieu, 
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LETTER II. 

TOEHOLD us at fupper; the fecre- 
tary on the right, your chevalier oft 
the left of the fair denizen of London. 
Our petites attentions awoke her £enfibi- 
lity, or, if you will, her vanity : the 
niillener having quitted the field to her, 
(he refolved to annoy us with all the 
round and grape in the park of Paphian 
artillery. Confcious of the advantage 
of our pofition, which embraced the 
right and left flank of the enemy, we 
were unanimoufly of opinion, we could, 
at leaft, maintain our ground. In this 
moment of time the aftion began, by a 
languifhing glance from two fweet blue 
eyes, manifeftly pointed at the heart of 
your chevalier ! H^ply the wing of a 
capon, enveloped in its culinary fafcine 
falary fauce, which, in that inftant, the 
chevalier was convoying to the plate of 

the 



it The VIRGINIA 

the lady, broke the force of the fire ; 
the fpent (hot ftruck upon his knife, 
and, rebounding, gleairted along the 
table, flaggering the fufceptible fecre- 
tary ! I make a point of looking ray 
enemy in the face, ' and I obicrved that 
flie was rather animated than difcou- 
raged by my contumacy. She ftretched 
forth an arm, plump, round, and white, 
by way of meeting me halfway with her 
plate. On this arm the only thing that 
interefted me was a pearl bracelet, with 
a miniature. From the chalk and putty 

■ * * 

colour of the large vacant eye ; the inab- 
ility, quietifm, and perfect exemption 
from thought in each c ompofed feature 
of the face, I conceived it ipuft be de* 
ligned for fonie rich city head ; perad- 
venture, the noddle of her hufband. 
Before the fecretary could recover 
from the impreflion of the fpent fliot, 
the lady, oblerving that her appetite was 
proflxate, carelefly threw herfelf, with 

head* 
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head half reclining, eyes half (hilt and 
languishing, upon the back of her chair, 
and feemed, a few feconds, abforbed in 
a reverie. This manoeuvre, which made 
demonftration of giving up the battle, 
threw us off our guard : however, in 
this ftudied degagee attitude the enemy 
contrived, partly, to unmafk a battery, 
which did decifive execution* , Her bo- 
fom feemed yet to retain the refiftance 
to external preflure, the elafticity of 

fifteen ! the undulating pillows, on 

which the bantling of Venus delights to 
loll, gently agitated the gauze which 
played around her travelling fliirt ; for 
ftie was a la chafle, in an elegant 
green and filver riding habit. Well, 

9 

you know, Madam, how obftinately I 
cling to a fine neck ! Had not my glow- 
ing imagination continually exhibited 
to me a neck nonpareil, the fair citi- 
zen would have chained me to her car, 
a willing (lave, to have graced her tri- 
umphant 



1/ 
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umphant entry into Braflcls ! The fecre^ 
tary was guarded by no divine influence, 
of courfe our right wing, ftrongly prefix 
ed; gave ground ; and by a heavy well* 
directed fire, fupplied from the undu- 
lating battery aforefaid, was, in a few 
minute?, turned-— to avoid having my 
works Jlormed, mine being only an in- 
trenched camp, I beat the chamade, 
offering to capitulate upon certain con- 
ditions. The terms granted us were, 

that the forces of general B r fhould 

furrender prifoners of war; that his 
allied forces, belonging to the fove- 
reign princefs Julia, headed by general 

fhould be allowed to march off 

with the cuftomary honors* The lady 
called for glafles of claret, the number of 
the graces, and, with that mutual refpefl: 
and urbanity which ought ever to obtain 
amongft polite enemies, the vigors and 
the vanquished kifled goblets, drinking 
to the health of all tlje fons and daugh- 
ters 
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ters of humanity* The lady, the re- 
mainder of the evening, confidering her 
prifoners a$ her gue/ta, did the honors 
of the howfe, and continued her difplay 
of accompiiftimenjts, lifping barbarous ., 
Italian to the fecretary, and chattering 
good French, for aught I know to the 
contrary, for I am yet a novice, to the 
chevalier. Our harmony was however 
interrupted by the faux pas of the Italian 
ferviente. The lady arraigned him, for 
negleft of duty, in the following ha- 
rangue : " L believe I (hall fend the idiot 
back to my hufband; he is as ignorant 
of the attentions due to perfons of a 
certain faftrion, as ungrateful for the con- 
defcenfion of his fuperiors* My hu£ 
band fent him to attend me as a kind of 
travelling fteward, or upper fervant, to 
prefide over the minutiae of expenditure, 
a department beneath my attention. Be- 
caufe I, whofe weaknefe. is milkinefs of 
foul, permitted him. to dine with us to* 
* day 
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day at Canterbury, he absolutely for-* 
gets his routine of duty. To be fure* 
half bowing orl each fide df her^ I 4iavef 
had the good fortune to be left under 
the protection of men of the world* of 
men who can diftinguifti between ladies 
of a certain rank and mere canaille ; in 
a word, who are gentlemen : yet, for 
aught he knows to the contrary, I might 
be committed with ftock-jobbers or fliop- 
lifters, mountebanks or minifters, Jews 
or contra&ors, pimps or privy-counfcl- 
lors/' The fecretary afFefted to be the 
advocate of the haplefi ferviente/ and, 
under pretence of fobthing the lady, by 
an artful (train of irony, irritated her an- 
gry paflions. Your chevalier, compofing 
the mufcles of his face to the myfterious 
gravity of a chamber-counfellor, or a 
mid-wife ; preffing his left breaft with' 
his right hand extended, making a 
profound obeifance, by way of retort 
courteous for her implied compliment, 

thus 
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thus compounded the anodyne draft of 
flattery, according to the prefcription of 
the fair denizen of Fifti-ftreet-hill. For 
myfelf I am free to declare, that, far 
from pleading juftification, I cannot find 

in my heart the leaft palliation for the 
young Roman* Sure I am his condncffc 
will be covered by no precedent in the 
page of modern or of ancient reporters 
of Paphian common or ftatute law. Born 
in a clime prodigal of public virtue and 
of private gallantry, where men were 
heroes, and heroes gods! I marvel that 
the fliade of a Caefar or of an Anthony 
did not arife to warn him of this faux- 
pas ! A Caefar ! who in playing the fub- 
lime parts of the invincible foldier and 

« 

confummate ftatefman, forgot not that he 
was alfo born the fined gentleman of his 
own or of any age! AnAnthony! who in 
raffling, with the petits maitres of his 
day, for the prize of ancient beauty, 
gallantly fct a world upon a caft j and 

B the 
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the noble Caftor, with all the fang froid 
and colle&ion of mind worthy a ftudent 
of Almack's or of Brookes's, cooly flood 
the hazard of the die ! Would to Cod ! 
taking his hand from his own and placc- 
ing it on the breaft of the fecretary, 
would to God, my dear Sir, the young 
Roman's had been yours or my lot J Truft 
me, our conduct would not have called 
tears from eye9 fb fweet, or fighs from a 
bofom fo lovely L We would not, like 
him, have retired from an angel to feed 
upon garbage ! We would not have bar- 
tered the fweeteft rofes in the parterres 
of Flora for the crimibn dye of the Ibe- 
rian fleece 1 We would not have em- 
braced a cloud in (lead of a Juno ! We 
would not for a millener have exchanged 
a Maciona I This unlucky hint ditturbed 
the benign operation of my fpecific ano- 
dyne, which, mixing with the whole 
mafs of blood, had in the courfe of cir- 
culation flowed in balmy rills to the 

aorta,. 
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Aorta, there communicating with* the 
fympathetic du&s, which lead to the 
bread and eye, had juft began to excite 
pleafureable palpitations in the bofomf 
and radiant fmiles in the countenance ! 
The chevalier was broke in upon — > 
What 1 did he go off with the milleher ? 
Be compofed, my dear madam,* — yet*— 
if I rauft fpeak the truths — t fear he did — 
I few* or feemed to fee, the young Ro- 
man give his arm to the degagee Mar- 
chand de modes—in a twinkling, that 
iiiilkinefs of blood which fhe had fucked 
in, infufedinto her portion of twopenny, 
at her alma mater in the polite environs 
of St* Giles, fled, never more to inhabit 
the breaft of the fair denizen ! Thofe bon 
ton maxims which had been inftilled in- 
fo her, even from her girlifli years, when 
fhe was admitted a novice into the cote- 
fies of Fifh-ftreet-hill, were totally ef- 
faced ; and, oh wondrous change ! the 
rib of a mild, placid city alderman exhi- 

B 2 bited 
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bitcd the picture of Ale&l*, environed 
by her hiding fnakes. In this unpropi- 
tious moment the poor ferviente opened 
the door. Unconfcious of his crime, he 
gaily advanced half way into the room. 
He faw indignation flafli from the eye of 
his fair patrbnefs. Italiap action is upon 
a large fcale — off-dropped his hat, daflied 
by his uplifted hands ; his eyes now up- 
raifed to heaven, imploring divine inter- 
pofition ; now fixed upon the Fifli-ftreet 
fury, who was haftily advancing to him. 
So Hamlet ftands appalled at the appari- 
tion of his royal father, fo Garrick re- 
tires from the approach of the ghoft ! But 
here the companion drops. Benignity 

beamed not in the eye of the fair citizen ; 
every working feature menaced annihila- 
tion to the haplefs ferviente. The fecre- 
tary, with more generofity than prudence, 
threw himfelf between the combatants ; 
the chevalier, beckoning the young man, 
retired with him from the fcene of a&ion, 

and, 
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1 

and, after explaining to him, with unre- 
laxed mufcles, the enormity of his of- 
fence, advifed htm. to attempt no jufti- 
fication, but to plead at the tribunal of 
mercy* He, for fear is credulous, thanks 
ed the chevalier and begged his inter- 
pofition — hoping that, e'er this, the 

Tufcan melody flowing from B — r's 

tongue had mollified the lady?s ire, he 
ventured to advance arm in arm with 
his client, fprung from the banks of 
Tibur. The chevalier had done juftice 
to the wit and eloquence of his friend — 
as he opened the door he faw a lambent 
fniile dawning in the lady's dimples, 
while (lie Hftened, nothing loath, to the 
eloquence of a Murray, cloathed in the 
language peculiarly adapted tQ the ex- 
preffion of tender fentiments. At the 
fight of the ferviente the fever of refent- 
merit again began to flufli her cheek, but 
our humility permitted it not to predo- ] y 
annate* We fell on our knees* each de<- 

JS 3 vouring 
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vouring a hand of the lady ; the Cheva- 
lier, animated by compaflion, deprecated 

the lady's rage, mingling with his plead- 
ings flight infufions of his anodyne fpe- 

cific — to be cruel, to be inexorable is 
not, nor ought to be, the chara&eriftic 
of the fex. The fair citizen was a woman^ 
flie fnriled forgivenefs, and harmony 
was again reftored to our little fbciety- — 
in half an hour the lady retired, the Ro- 
man in another half hour. The tea tables, 
in Dover, and the polite world in it$ 
environs did not fcruple to whifper the 
next morning, that, like his great pro-: 
genitor JEneas, 

Diffugient comites, et nofte tegentur opaca : 
Speluncam Dido dux & Trojanus eandem 
Dcvenient. • % Virgil. 

But your Chevalier, following the 
maxim of Lord Qiefteriield, never be- 
lieves above half of what the world fays. 

Pardon 
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Pardon however the Latin quotation ; 
when I aflert a piece offcandal, I always 
veil it under the (hade of a dead Ian- 
guage, thoroughly fenfible that this is a 
fubjedt ever painful to the ear of a lady. 

In about four hours we were landed 
in France ; how fhort the time which 
tranfported us to a new world of man- 
ners ; continual commercial intercoi^rfe, 

you would think, might foften the angles 
of difference between the inhabitants of 
Calais and Dover — the very contrary is 
the faft ; the hind of Canada glittering 
with icicles, and the mild Otahitean 
bafking under meridian fun-beams, ex- 
hibit not a contraft more complete ! 
when I crofled the Atlantic, at the dis- 
tance of two thoufand miles, I found 
myfelf at home ; the fame ftile of living, 
the fame language, the fame manners : 
here the difference was extreme — the tall, 

B 4 meagre, 
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meagre, perpendicular, bien poudr& 
French foldier, on the ramparts of Ca- 
lais, feemed of a fpecies quite diftinft 
from the fat-eyed, rubicund citizen of 
Dover — in one particular, the canaille of 
each place feem to play into each others 
hands mod happily, in raifing contribu- 
tions upon the adventurous traveller;' 
but their rapacity has been fo feverely 

animadverted upon by the jaundiced 
Smollet, that I (hall wave the fubjedt. 
Immediately upon, nay, previous to my 
landing, I underwent the ufual transfor- 
mation into mi Lord Anglois, which you 
know was countenanced by my old buff 
and gold waiftcoat ; one fprightly fub- 
jecl of the grand monarqtie feized my 
portmanteau, another my cane, and fo on 

to my fword,and even my laced hat, each 
parcel had its peculiar proteftor ; abfent 
from you, I was a mere non-entity, but 
had I been myfelf, I never fume upon 

thefe 
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thefe occafions ; I fwim with the ftream ; 
I fubmit to the etiquette dilated by all 
refpe&able bodies, and the canaille of all 
countries is, from its numbers at leaft, a 
very refpe&able body — with arms acrofs, 
earelefsly bowing confent, I followed my 
ragged guides — they led me to the Doui- 
ane; here I was aroufed from my reverie, 
by obferving a monftrous figure drefled 
in coarfe blue and gold, a greafy bag, 
ears adorned with gold bobs, a huge up- 
per lip embrowned by a quantity of 
Strafburgh fnuff> — his right paw was juft 
forcing its way into my portmanteau ; I 
feized it, while I jabbered a remon- 
ftrance, I found I could not extract the 
paw, I was ignorant of French cu- 
ftoms, but, at this moment, happening 
%o recoiled: the paflage in the iEncid of 
the wonderful efficacy of a fop upon the 
Dog Cerberus, I applied the precedent 
to the cafe in point. Imperceptibly infjr 

nuating 
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nuating a half crown into the left paw, 
jpftantaoeonfly, as if by a mechanic con- 
peftion, the right oije flew out of my 
port-mail ; this was not all, the figure 
turned round upon its heel, a placid 
iittile played around its muftachios, and 
whifpering his companion in a way that 
J might hear, apparament c'eji un feigneur 
inflniment aimable, gave me a profound 
bow ; I was not accuftomed to a bow 
upon (b large a fcale ; it was, of itfelf, 
intrinlically worth three half crowns ; I 
had, indeed, nothing contraband, but 
by this manoeuvre I avoided having my 
cloaths deranged ; I received an earned 
of Gallic politefle, and, above all, I pre- 
vented the precious trifles, the gifts of 
piy fair Britifh maid, being touched by 
unhallowed hands. 

Here I am marched to Monfieur De£ 
fein's ; my veneration for the (hade of 

Yorick 



\ 
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Yorick led me to his hotel ; I have flood 
looking wiftfully at the very coach door, 
where once he prefled the half will- 
ing Hand of the gentle Madame de L-~, 
I have lolled in the very fajaae difobligeant 
junmortalized by him ; but, f?r be it froo* 
me to attempt to write a chapter in it, 
pr, in any refpe<3r, to prefume I emulate 
that darling child of fentiment I 

The fecretary, the Italian friend to the 
young Roman ferviente, and myfelf, are 
now fet down to a dinner of fifti, frican- 
deau de veau, un fouilard rati et du fal- 
lack*, we imbibe ocpafionally goblets of 
pajfablement bon burgundy ; this is faid 

* 

to be a potation oblivious of corroding 
care; yet, truft me, it has not the power 
to make me forget the horrid thought 
that, at this moment, the fea roars be- 
tween me and my blue-eyed angel of 

light ! I name no names, for well I know 

that 
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that your mind, equally with your exter- 
nal form, renders you the phoenix of 
your fex : while they eagerly gulph down 
the ne&ar of flattery, prefented even by 
profane hands, you, like the fenfitive 
flower (hrinking from the beams of the 
fun, obftinately elude all fcmblance of 
praife at the very moment your fine 
fenfe mud tell you it is critically juft. 



Adieu, 



LETTER, 
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LETTER III. 



Calais, Lijle, Cambray. 

T Forgot to mention to you, that pre- 

vious to our dining, B r carried 

me with him when he went to wait upon 
his patronefs ; I was, I own, curious 
to fee a woman, whofe beauty, wit, and 
lingular fortune had excited the admira- 
tion and aftoniftiment of the polite world; 
her recent exhibition in the Houfe of 
Lords, and the caufe of it, rendered her 
acquaintance a very defirable acquifitioa 
to the curious traveller ; her grace re- 
ceived me with that politenefs, conde- 
fcenfion, and affability, which fits eafy 
as your glove upon perfons of genuine 
breeding ; (lie faid, " My fecretary tells 

me 
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me you mean to make the tour of France 
and Switzerland, e'er you return ; let 
me advife you, by all means, to pene-» 
trate as far as Italy ; what a laudable va- 
nity prompts a Frenchman to fay of his 
own capital (il n'y a qu'un Paris) may, 
with more juftice, be faid of Rome. 
Italy too is certainly the garden of Eu- 
rope, and the Italian women the forbid* 
den> yet moft delicious fruit of that gar- 
den ; if your palate waters for garden 
fruits, I will give you commendations 
to my friends, Lord Tilney and Lord 
Brook." I thanked the duchefs as well 
ap I knew how, for a condefcenfion I 
had fo little claim to ; imbibed a glafs of 
her lack, and made my bow. 

The fair Chudleigh is a noble ruin 1 
not that I infinuate her grace is not yet 
a very defirable objedl ; no, it is the pri- 
vilege of a fine woman never to grow 

old; 
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old ; her grace is a beiauty in the? grancf 
and majeftic ftile ; her {km of a lingular 
whiten efs> yet retains all the fmoothnefs 
of youth; this added to a German plrnnp- 
iiefs of perfon, yet enables her grace to* 
excite ideas of the moft roluptuotts kind. 

When the late Lord C r, her bail, 

flept in her grace's houfe at Knight V 

Bridge, he dreamt that his principal was 
running off ; this fo affected his imagina^ 
tion, that he jumped out of bed, and, 
forgetting the dignity of the wool-fack, 
ran down flairs in his fliirt to fecure the 
noble fugitive ; the noife put the duchefc 
in fuch a fright, that ipringing out of 
bed in a delicious night-drefs, fhe began 
to run in good earned, old A — y met 
and jollied againft her grace in the paG- 
fage ; this apparition realifing his dream- 
ing ideas, the luminary of die law, like 
another Apollo, vigoroufly purfued the 
Britifh Daphne, and could he have over- 
taken her, dans une diJhabilU.fi appetif- 

Jante r 
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fantc % I dare fay the collilion would have 
been interefting : probably the laws of 
nature, paramount to common, ftatute, 
and chancery law, would have ftimu- 
Jated the fage to attempt the enormity 
which our wife Queen Elizabeth deemed 
£b arduous, if not impradlicable. 

The Italian and myfelf hired of Mon- 
fieur Deflein a poft-chaife to St. Omer's, 
where we arrived about nightfall. In 
the morning I was aroufed from a deli- 
cious dream, by the vociferous execra- 
tions of the Italian, who fwore by St. An- 
thony, that he would annihilate DeiTein's 
poftilion, who peremptorily demanded 
payment of a Louis, the hire of the 
chaife, although we had, the day before, 
paid the aforefaid Louis to Deflein's wai- 
ter, at the fame time that we difcharged . 
the dinner-bill. I remember that the 
Italian afked me for a guinea for that 
purpofe. This being rather unufual in 

England, 
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f 

England, I obje&ed ; but he obferved 
that it would thus be but one trouble ; 
and I faw him pay it to the waiter. This 
obje&ion the poftilion liftened to with 
philofophic fang froid. I faw my friend's 
eloquence made no impreffion ; for the 
poftilion, in return for the Italian's oaths, 
puffed, from a tremendous pipe, vol- 
canos of fmoke, vibrating his head in 
token of contumacious adherence to his 
demand ; and* at length, knocking his 
pipe againfl his jack-boot, the enormity 
of which formed a fine contraft to his 
fpindle (hank, he declared, that, if he 
were not paid, he Would order the port- 
man of St. Omer (who was unluckily 
our landlord) to refufe us horfes. He 
was as good, as his word. My fellow- 
traveller fwore he would flay at St. 
Omer from the Flood to the Conflagra- 
tion e'er he would fubmk to an impofi- 
tion £0 flagrant. I had previoufly con* 
certed to flay all that day. The Italian 

C has 
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has his young fbn at the Jefuits College* 
and it would not have been fair to have 
parted them fboner. We were Ihewn 
the town, the college, and the fuperb 
church of the Jefuits by a fenfible, hand- 
fbme, polite, young Jefiiit, a Mr. H — p 
one of the profeflbrs of their college- 
He invited us to dine that day with his 
brethren. The Italian related to then* 
his grievance. They were all of opinion 
with me, that, if it was infilled upon* 
we fliould be obliged to repay for the 
chaife. They however added, that they 
would reprefent the matter properly at 
Calais, and, if pra&icable, recover for 
us our money. Next morning, as we 
were upon the point of departing for 
Lifle, DefFein's poftilion returned with a 
letter from his matter, denying the re- 
ceipt of the Louis. Finding, that il fat- 
kit fajfer parlti* the Italian threw at his 
head the fecond Louis ; adding to it a 
reafonable quantity of oaths and curfes* 

by 
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by way of dt&M change. In England no 
reputable t&Vfcro-keeper would venture 
to believe a waiter^ in contradi&km to 
fcJie aflertidn of two gentlemen ; efpecial- 
ly a& tlifeir aflerticm wis corroborated by 
a thfrd* Mt. B »* ■ r$ a peffcn wholly di£ 
iiit^refted^— -Such a itoanceiivre might 
have hurt his houffe j but chaque pays 
thnque .fagotti 

At this fcafon of the year the journey 

• * . . « 

from St. Omer to Lifle is delightful : 
from the heights of Caflel efpecially, the 
ieye commands the fie heft laftdfeape I 
ever beheld* Innumerable hamlets, vil- 
lages* and towas* variegated with noble 
woods, ftreairts, and flocks grazing oil 
meads beyond defcriptron fuperb and 

luxuriant. The whole country of French 

. . * _ 

Flanders is* now, a mere nofegay. The 
Wings of Zephyr continually emit per- 
fiitoe, embalming the ambient air with 
odours fo fragrant, that the fanciful tra- 

C 2 veller 
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veller almoft perfuades himfelf he ap- 
proaches the confines of Arabia the hap- 
py. I faw the fweet FJemifli maids with 
t obes fuccindl, fair, plump, and rofy ; 
ibme toiling the new-mown hay ; fome, 
with limbs half bare, lolling upon the 
cocks, their breads killed by the ardent 
beams of the fun, whole amorous rays 
half wjiy met their bofoms, heaving with 
fenfations excited by their innocent yet 
fanciful dreams, and I could not help 
repeating, 

Oh had I been by fate decreed 
Some humble cottage fwain 

Ah me ! did I but poflefs yon fmiling 
mead, with the flocks feeding upon it ; 
yon fimple modeft cottage, (haded from 
Boreas by the melancholy myrtle, facred 
to Venus, flanked on one fide by a fweet 
wood, on the other a brawling trout 
dream, and, might I perfyade my Julia 
to prefide over ajid give relief to the 

fcene, 
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3? 



fcene, wrapt in the contemplation of 
my own riches, with what contempt, 
mingled with pity, fliould I look down 
upon fuch, comparatively, poor devils, 
as kings and princes. 



Adieu. 
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LETTER IV. 

t 

T IS LE, where we arrived to. dinner, is 
a fiiperb populous city, the capital 
of French Flanders, It is fituated in a 
country environed by a variety of little 
rivers, all of whom conflui ng, large bat- 
teaux are capable of parting from the 
river Lis to a fuburb of the town, which 
is indeed now (hut up within the town 
by the fortifications which Lewis the 
Fourteenth had conftru<?;ed by Marflial 
Vauban. Thefe fortifications join to the 
citadelle, which is efteemed one of the 
ftrongeft in Europe, It held out three 
months, after open trenches, in the year 
1708, againft: the whole allied army, 
headed by two of the firfl: generals of the 
age, Marlborough and Eugene — yet Lewis 
had taken it in fev^nteen days. This 
fad is of itfelf a fufficient eulogium upon 
the abilities of the celebrated Vauban. 

The; 
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The grand fquare is furrounded by 
handfome weli-built houfes. There are 

• . * * * 

in Lifle above fifty churches and a noble 
hofpital. It ha3 alfp a change, for the ac- 
commodation of its merchants, who traf- 
He largely, particularly in camlets, for 
which this place is famous. 

My fellow-traveller's rout, who was 
bound to Italy, here deviated from mine. 
He is good-natured, and I agreed to 
accompany him in the Paris road as far 
as Lens, a fmall town lying on the little 
riyer de Souchers. I recoiled* nothing 
for which this town is celebrated, unlefs 
it be for the antiquity of its collegiate 
church, founded about 700 years ago, 
and for the victory gained in the year 

1648 by the Prince of Conde over the 

• > 

Archduke of Auftria. The town remains 

* - * 

to France from ceffion at the Pyrenean 
treaty. In the morning we parted, and, 

as I had not French enough to venture 

C 4 . . _/" alone 



■ i 
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alone in a poft-chaife, the Italian put me 
in a diligence, which goes from Lens 
toCambray. I thought I pofTefled enough 
of the language to ferve me, with my^ 
piirfe, by way of commentary, for my 
exigencies on the road from Calais tp 
St. Qiientin ; but I was egregioufly mi£ 
taken, my pronunciation was fo vicious, 
that I was totally unintelligible; my fitua- 
tion became truly painful, and gladly 

* 

would I have been again in London, but 
this retrogade motion was at once fhame-r 
ful, and more difficult than a forward 
movement. My companions in the 
diligence were a petit maitre from 
Lifle, two Abbes, and two of the fof- 

ter lex. Now and then I could catch 
a fentence from my fellow travel- 
lers, from the two ladies efpecially ; 
for I was more attentive to them, while 
their expreflive eyes tranflated tfreir 
words ; but they could not underhand 
3 fyllable I faid ; the petit-maitre wreath- 



i 
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-ed himfelf into a thoufand attitudes to 
aflift my eomprehenfion, but in vain ; 
this was the more mortifying, as I found 
he was very voluble, and full of fome 
interefting fubjeft ; before he had been 
half an hour in the coach, he had, as I 
wnderftood afterwards, given the ladies 
ja detail' of his innumerable bonnes for- 
tunes, from thirteen years of age, the 
period when he firft entered his dareer 
of gallantry, until that day, when he 
was twenty-feven years old ; concluding 
that he was then on his way, by the 
jpommand of his grandmother, h s\tablir 9 
that is, marry himfelf to a lady of Cam* 
bray, who, indeed, he had never feen, 
mats quil Patnoit h la folie, for fhe was 
d'une famille dijtinguee, was puijfamment 
riche, and, fur toutes chofes, fon coufin, 
au troifieme degre, avoit une charge & 
la cour 9 He was not a little anxious to 
piake me his confident} from his geftures, 



\ 
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a ftranger would have thought us inti- 
mate for years. The coach ftopt about 
eight o'clock, the petit-maitre jumped 
out, and taking me in the mod friendly 
rpanner by the ann> bowing, capering, 
and crying out, Mlons % avancez monfieur, 
uihered me into a room of the Auberge t 
whtii he fwore all the French oaths at 
the waiter, and feemed as anxious to 
get me breakfail, as if my life depended 
upon it* A^ t,he fame time tha£ he was 
plying n*e witjh jamhon, faucijfon ct du 
vin. blanc, be was recapitulating to me 
his love adventures, and his prefent 
matrimonial projeft ; he feemed as ear- 
neft and as jpleafed as if I had under- 
ftpod him ; he might have recolletted 
that I comprehended not a fyUable ; but 
to j*e collect or cpmbine is not the forte 
of a Frenchman. He peremptorily re- 
filled to let me pay for my breakfaft ; 
having done the honours of it, accord- 
ing to French etiquette, the right of 

pay- 



j?a»yment \ya? ift hfc», aj>4 he was am 
defefpoim at every attempt \ spade to der 
fraud hhn of Sfebis privilege* My new 
&iend reconducted me, \vitb the feme 
fedulous air, to the diHgeace, and, as 
if I could VH^derftand his flattery, toidL 
the ladies in a whifper he tjook cara 
£ fhould hear, mafoi 9 monjleur, quoiqud 
revew a PAngloife, a infiniment d'efii 
frit -I the ladies reiterated their at* 
tempts to enteytaia the. dwftb ftranger*, 
Meflra. ks Abfe4'* too j lifted their e$-i 
gl<$Yg$s? j, they at Jej^gth addrefled me 
in LaM» ? anql fcere, fo* the ficft time of 
my life ? | found my fraaU- knowledge of 
;he Latin tpnerue of' eflential fejvice. I 
tojd them that I had been hyed at - : . , ■ 
.eojlege, and had read the claflics ; they 
jfeemed pjeafed tq hear this., and imme- 
diately began to quote upon me with , 
Jxvje French yqlubUity. I had btfen very 
Jitde ^GcuftQined to fpeak th^e language ; 

they 
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they pronounced with foreign accent, 1 
and of courfe quite different from the 
Englifli manner. I believe, after fearch- 
ing Europe, the beft Latin fcholars will 
be found in the Englifli fchools ; but the 
Scotch, I believe, the Irifli and all fo- 
reigners, pronounce it nearly alike ; the 
Englifli adopt a pronunciation fimilar 
to that of their own language, which I 
think an abford method, becaufe it is 
different from the ufage of all other na- 
tions. Had not they better adopt a pro- 
nunciation common to other people ; 
thus they will underftand their neigh- 
bours, and this medium of learned com- 
merce will become more generally bene- 
ficial. No living people, I verily believe, 
pronounce the Latin properly. I make 
no doubt but that an old Roman apple- 
woman, were ihe now alive, would be 
competent to correft the pronunciation 
of the firft Oxonian or Cantab. Pardon 

me. 
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me, madam, if I approach; a lady with 
an air fo pedaptic ; I mean thefe en paf- 
fant obfervations for your learned ac-< 
quaintance. However, a pronuncia- 
tion to which I had been unufed, added 
to Gallic volubility, confufed me not 
a little. I had juft told MefFrs. les Ab- 
be's that I had read the claflics, and I 

% 

feared they might impute to me a ridicu- 
lous vanity, I recolle&ed my lead pen- 
cil, by the medium of which we held a 
kind of disjointed converfation ; in the 
courfe of it, they informed me of the 

contents of the petit-maitre's narrative, 

■ - ■ • • . 

he being too fine a gentleman to under- 
ftand a word of Latin. At night we 
arrived at Cambray, where, by the a£ 

fiftance of the learned churchmen, I got 

... . , 

proper accommodations ; they begged 

* » ■ 

I would allow them to introduce me to 
an Englifh family then at Cambray, 

which I declining, they politely took their . 

* ... 

leave, 
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tew** proiitifiilg to breakfaft with fiitf 
in the morning* I then defcended* with 
my French grammar in one hand, dic- 
tionary in the other, to the kitchen i 
with their affiftance, but chiefly by point- 
ing to, or kying violent hands on what 
I chofe, I got a comfortable (upper* 

The fituation of Cambray is, I think* 
more happy than that of Lifle ; it is the 
capital of the Cimbrefis, a country fitua- 
ted between Picardy, Artois, and Ha- 

nault, abounding in fertile plains, wa- 
tered by the river Efcatit* This river 
: alio runs through the town, which, by 
the fide of the river, is defended by 
a fort. The town being on this fide 
rather low, the approaches to it may be 

laid under water ; but the principal 
ftrength of Cambray reluits from the ci* 
tadel, built by Charles the Fifth, at the 
expence of the inhabitants, left, as he 
pretended, the French might take pofc 

feffion 



\ 
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Xeffion 6f the town . It is a tegnlar. pen- 
tagon, envirotted by ditches, ctit out 

of the folid rock. So early as the ^ear6f 
Chnft 445, the Emperor Clodion niade 
himfelf rinafter of Cambray ; it was after- 
Wards burnt by the Danes ; it then bfecame 
a free and imperial cfay : arid Was fre- 
quently the catife of war amongft the em- 
perors, the kings of France, andthe counts 

of Flanders, Francis the Firft granted it 
a neutrality duritig 'the War wfiich lie 
\^aged againft the Emperor Charles the 
:Fifdi ; btit the lefe generous Charles, re- 
filling to accede to this neutrality, took 
pofleffi6n of it in the year 1543 ; after- 
wards the Duke of Aleh£on, brother to the 
third Hariy of France, gave this city to 
John of Mdntf uc, Lord of Bdagry, whriftt 
Henry the Fourth 'firft rtade'M&fllhal ( fcf 
France, and then created planed of Cam- 
bray* The cathedral church, dedicated 
to the Virgin, is among the fi ft feft in 
Europe j it is replete with rich chapels ; 

thq,- 



. 1. 
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the pillars are adorned with fculpture— * 
fine wrought marble tombs: there are 
many other churches of note in Cam- 
bray, many handfome monaftries of ei- 
ther fei. It is one of the moft opulent 
and commercial towns of the kow Coun- 
tries, and celebrated for the beauty of 
its cambrics, which derive their name 
from this town, though St. Quentin has 
ftolen from Cambray the moft fkilful of 
the cambric weavers, and is, at prefent, 
the firft mart for this beautiful manufac- 
ture. In fkort, Cambray, with its envi- 
rons, is one of the fweeteft fituations I 
ever (aw. I promife myfelf again to 
Vifit it during my relidence at St. Quen- 
tin ; I will make my vifit at the time of 
the grand proceflion, performed annually 
<on the day of _ the afllimption of the 

* 

Holy Virgin, which is celebrated with 
fuch pomp, that it attracts to the efchi- 
t>ition at lead thirty thoufand ftrangers ; 

from defcription it is a noble fight, but 

I will 
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t will give you a fketch of it, when I 
Fee- it with my own eyes. At prefent I 
fancy you will readily wave this detail, 
fefpecially, as my letter is already pro- 
traced to a mod fatiguing length ; of 
this I am tfie more afhamed, as upon 
reading it over, I find the real matter 
might be reduced to a very fmall com- 
pafs. I really have not the courage to 
attempt an abridgment of a letter, in 
itfelfi I fear, little interefting. I will 
rely on your benevolence to pardon it. 
I flatter myfelf the charming town of 
St. Quentin, where. I now live, may hold 
out fome fubjeft more worthy the pen of 
a traveller, and eye of a fine lady, and 
fo I bid you good night. 

A D I E U. 
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LETTER V. 



St. Quentin* 

TH E morning after my arrival, by 
the afliftance of my interpreter, a 
fair pretty Englifli fille de chambre to 

Madame de C , a ftill more pretty 

Englifh lady, I announced my bufinefe 
at St. Quentin, and got- myfetf intro- 
dticed, with my credentials, to Monfienr 
de Breifac, a French merchant of the 
town, wha has, k leems, a valuable 
landed, eftate, independent of the great 
emoluments derived from his commerce 
in cambrics ; happily he fpeaks Eng- 
lifh ; he made me dine with him, and 
treated me with excellent champaigne- 
Monfleur de Breifac is a phenomenon* 
for to the thorough-bred merchant,, he 
unites the urbanity of a courtier. At 

the 
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Itlie age of fifty he poffefles infinitely 
More vivacity than falls to the lot of an 
Englifli youth of fifteen ; between the 
ifirft and fecond courfe, while his daugh- 
iter, the elegant Madame Nandine, pafc 

fed round the long corked burgundy, 

♦ • ■ 

he fung cbanfons & bpire, des ckanfonettes 
iendres, and danced round the room 
with all the agility of a Veftris, all the 
tnjoucment of an emancipated fchool-boy. 
A genuine Englifhman, who has never 
travelled beyond the limits of a fox- 
chacej were he to read this letter, would, 
without ceremony, fetthis picture down 
une caricature, or the fketch of a half 
madman ; not fo, Monfieur de Breifac 
is a man of underftanding, and of fa- 
fhion, but he is a Frenchman. Finding 
I intended to refide fome time at $t. 
Quentin, to acquire the French lan- 
guage, which is here fpoken, by the bet- 
ter fort of people, with great purity, 

Monfieur de B exerted himfelf to 

D 2 eftabiiih 
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eftablHh me in a reputable French fami- 
ly, and, by a pleafant ftratagem, fiic- 
ceeded ; the family confifts of an elderly 
lady and three daughters — the mother 
being extremely fliort fighted, de Breifac 
palmed me upon her for a gentleman of 
forty years of age ; which manoeuvre 
was to be countenanced by my prefent- 
ing myfelf next day unfhaven, dufty tra- 
velling drefs, &c. the fatigue of a win- 
ter's campaign in London, added to the 
poignant anxiety refulting from your 
abfence, throwing a gloom upon my 
vifage, highly favoured the deception, J 
had invited to dinner to-day my French 
mafter, Mr. Brown, an Irifh gentleman, 
bred at St. Omer's. Mademoifelle Hen- 
riette told me, by means of our inter- 
preter, elle etoit encbantee de me trouver 
tin cavalier jeun> et infiniment aimable, 
(fweet creature !) Car Monfieur de Brei- 
lac faifoit croire 4 fa mere, que Monfieur 
etoit, d'un certain age. The more I re- 
flet 
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fleet upon my pofition, the more I feel 
myfelf obliged by the ft rat age m of de 
Breifac. I have now fo firmly eftablifhed 
mylelf with the old lady, that (lie forgives 
me for my youth, calls me her fon, de~ 
fires me to honor her daughter with the 
appellation of fitter — fays, (he has too 
high an opinion of the morality of Mon- 
fieur to conceive he would form a de- 
fign upon his lifters ; and fometimes (he 
condefcends to beg I would (pare them. 
This with me is a more efficacious argu- 
ment than the appeal to my morality — 
for when my power is even by implica- 
tion acknowledged, I feldom abufe it* 
The girls therefore (hall be fpared. 

You will expeft a (ketch of the amia- 
ble family with whom I now while away 
the weary hours of exile, and you (hall 
not be difappointed. 

D 3 Madame 



* 
1 
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Madame Henry is the widow of a 
gentleman of the long robe, who livec^ 

* 

at Perronne, and held there a place under 
the king of 10,000 livres a year; but, 
being addi&ed to hofpitality and (hew, 
died without having let apart any por- 
tion of his income for the maintenance 
of a widow and nine young children^ 
who had been bred in habits of expence. 
In this untoward fituation the widow 
took a refblution which does her honor. 
Inftead of, like moft widows, exhibiting 
herfelf in all the pomp of woe, wailing, 
and leaning, like our mother earth in its 
fallen ftate, afkew upon her axis, imme- 
diately quitted Perron ne and came to re- 
fide here, a few leagues from her former 

abode took a genteel hpufe, fet out a 

large elegant millener's (hop, and a (pe- 
cies of general warehoufe for Parifian 
perfumery, ribbons, gloves, fword knots, 
&c. People of a liberal way of thinking 
pitied her, and admired the effort (he 

had 
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had made. She was countenanced by 
the rich Proteftant merchants here, ob- 
tained a confiderable credit at Paris, and 
fucceeded in her fcheme. By her in- 
dnftry and by the talents of the three 
daughters who now live with her, (he has 
been enabled to fettle in the matrimo- 
nial walk two others — a fixth, confulting 
her mirror, and having the Angular hu- 
mility to fee herfelf lefs handfome than 
her lifters, and the candor to confefs it ; 
fhe was advifed to dedicate herfelf to the 
love of God — having the modefty to 
think, netant ni puijfamment ricbe ni dia- 
blement jolie f {he had little likelihood of 
killing her man ; (he embraced this as 
her pis aller — (he is now in a convent in the 

fuburbs of this town. I fometimes go to 
fee my nun filler, who feems to fubmit 

to the cruel law of neceility with a toler- 
able grace. The eldeft fon is happily 
married, in Germany, to a Saxon lady, 
who, 4 /# AlamandC) loves good cheer, 

D 4 goes 
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goes tame about her houfe, obeys hen 
hufband, and is a fruitful vine, breeding 
like any German princefs. The youngr 
eft fon was born for and bred to the pro- 
feflion of petit-maitre, in which he is at 
prefent eminent. He drefles, games, lies, 
and makes love en bonnet bomme ; he has 
ferved a few years in the army, partly 
by way of fatisfying the martial fentiment 
coeval with the birth of every French- 
man, and partly to guarantee his ap- 
proaches to the fofter fex. A uniform, 
you know, is, with the ladies of all polite 
countries, un pajfe par tout. Thefe ac- 
complishments, added to his being hand- 
fbme and endowed with a modeft aflur- 
ance, renders him, comme de raifon, the 
favorite with the mother. The thr6e 
youngeft daughters infinuate they might 
e'er this have had portions to buy them 
hufbands, but for the abfolute neceffity 
of anfwering the large drafts of the 
young gentleman, to fupply the neqeP- 

• * > v 

fary 
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fary demands for odeur de rofe et de jefi 
win, play money, polite forms for billet* 
doux y Valencien, Brujfels, and point rufi* 
fles, requifite to enable Monfieur de 
Henry to roll in the orb defcribed by his 
brother petit-maitres. As the young 
gentleman is more of the coxcomb than 
thegambler, he is generally duped, and, 
en denier refort, has always reeourfe to his 
fond mama. Mademoifelle Henry is 
verging upon forty, en bon point, good 
teeth and eyes, replete with the milk of 
human kindneft, and learned in the cur 
Unary fcienpe — by the bye, (he would 
fuit admirably as a hoi}ferkeeper to 
your coufin P. . , „ who piques hiiufelf 
ppon being an adept iv\ thp jnyftery of 
fauces, and, if I njiftake not, has lately 
been ballotted for and chofen a member 
of the calapafh and palapee cogno- 
fcenti— fleek rogue?, who delight to roll 
their white eyes and fhake their green 
fat, waddling between the congenial re- 
gions 
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gions of Temple-bar and Leadenhall ! 
Mademoifelle Collette, la fwur puifnee, 
appears to be about twenty-five ; of a 
(lender but exquifitcly elegant form — 
height nor tall nor (hort — completion 
rather inclining to the pallid, but extreme- 
ly fair and delicate ; coral lips, ivory 
teeth, large black eyes, radiant with vi- 
vacity, long eye-laflies, full eye-brows, 
which give relief to her fnowy forehead, 
terminated by a head of hair, though 
black, extremely fine in quality, and in 
quantity beautifully redundant ! By turns 
{he is witty aud ientimental, and is faid 
t6 have happy writative talents^ — polite, 
genteel, glides a minuet with grace, hops 

^ cotillon with vivacity, and touches 
a harpfichord with wonderful judgment 
and power — (lie is indeed an elegant 
ethantillon of Gallic beauty ; yet will I, 
if you can fpare him, (pare her to my 
rival the gallant Col. G - ■ ■ . 



Ma- 
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Mademoifelle ftenriptte, la cadet te % 
appears tQ be about % wenty-two. She i8» 
J think, full as tall as you, cqnfcquendy 
the exa£| ftandard height of a fine wo* 
man. Her air, her (hape, her whole 
perfon, though bold in the contour, yet 
beyond conception eafy, natural, and 
graceful : the French terms kfie et dclie 
Angularly apply to her : her features Ro- 
man, her hair 3, dark chefnut, in huge 
ringlets {porting qn her neck, and fhad-» 

\ ng a polifhed forehead ; her upper teeth 
£ liftfe uneven, but white as feather- 
pd fno^v ; her under lip fwelling, blub t 
and pulpy. When flie fmiles two dim-? 
pies, vifible only to the eye of tafte, play 
pn either fide of her mouth juft where 
her lips terminate. I have not courage 
to attempt the drawing of her eyes; 
they muft be feen, and if feen by a man 
they muft alfo be felt; but FU anfwer for 
it nor pen nor pencil can defcribe them. 
^ hey do not feejn created by fome god- 
like 
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like power merely to fee, but to {peak, 
to ordain, to give law ! The moment 
they dreamed celeftial lightening upon 
your faithful chevalier, he recollected and 
thought no longer ridiculous thofe lines 
pf, I believe, Dry den; 

tt Then only bear her eyes ! 
Tho' they are mute they fpeak, nay more command! 
For beauteous eyes have arbitrary power ! 'V-*- 

You who too well know, that the rays 
of a blue eye have already poifoned my 
foul with the rjever-dying fever of ten* 
dernefs, will not wonder that I dwell fb 
long upon the beautiful though irregular 
eye-brow, the long filken eye-fcfh, and 
the large fanny full eye of Madenjoifejle 
Henriette: undoubtedly they ape thefineft 
black eyes that ever blamed, languished, 
and died away in the head of woman ! 
J have now reconnoitred every oftenfible 
part of her tout enfemkle, except her 
neck. As my drawings are all from the 

life, 
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life, I cannot delineate it, for I have 
fworn by the bofom of the goddefs of 
love, an oath with me moft facred ! never 
to touch, or, if I can help it, glance my 
eye upon a mortal neck until you again 
permit me to gaze ! But I muft not tniffe 
myfelf with this idea— Her completion 
a clear brunette, animated by cheeks 
fluflied with the downy red of fouthern 
fun-beams. She is more of the languish- 
ing than the fpritely beauty ; the venom 
of her charms is therefore lefs dreaded, 

though more deadly ; lefs noxious to men 
of levity than of fentiment. An air of, 
fimplicity,mildnefs, piety, and refignation 
foften the majefty of her countenance f 
You have, I dare fay, feen in England, 
fome fpecimens of Guido's manner : her's 
is juft fuch a head as Guido Reni would 
like to paint, and juft fuch a ftyle of 

beauty as a man of fine feeling would 
wifli to infpire with love! Figure to 
yourfelf, Madam, this gentlp, elegant 

in* 
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interesting mortal fitting at dinner vis* 
ihvis Monfieur le Chevalier : behold her 
ianxiaufly attentive to his every move- 4 
ftient^ anticipating etery wilh, and* 
though we are mutually ignorant of each 
dther*s language, tranftating into very 
good French, each glance . of his eye I 
Bee her with the agility of a wood-nymph, 
the empreffement of a cmirtier, and the 
grace. of a maid of honor* (pringihg from 
her chair* and making the fervant re* 
flgn to her the agreeable tafk of pouring 
vin de champagne or de mufcat pour fort 
aimable Anglois* Behold this real pic* 
lure* and blame me if you can when I 
confefs, {lie ha?, $ waked in my foul a 
* tender friendship that (hall never die \ 
If. the national manners refemble thofe 
of this agreeable family, France is indeed 
a polite nation, and the mod eligible' 
country in the world for the abode of al 
ftranger. The whole family diftrefs me 
by their fedulous yet polite attention *, 

their 



\ 
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their unremitting efforts to translate my 
wi(hes ; their anxiety teft their ignorance 
of my language (hook! preclude them 
from any the moft trivial oecafion of ob* 
liging me. My fweet filter Henriette, ift 
the abfence of the French matter, is the 
family interpreter. I do believe there is a 
congeniality, a fympathy of fouls. I have 
met with no other French perlbn who 

can make me underftand afentence,much 
left can they comprehend me, yet they 

perfecute me with an unceafing babble. 
Henriette, on the contrary, fpeaks much 
lefs, and with lefs eagernefs than her 
countrywomen in general ; but when 
(he docs .fpeak* heayen-born melody vi- 
brates on my ravifhed ears ! I may not 
underftand the force of each particular 
word, but. I comprehend the fcope of 
each fentence, and my French, though 
vicious, aided by my figns and expref 1 
live geftures, enables her generally to 
comprehend me. While I fpeak I watch 

atten- 
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attentively the motion of her eye-lids * 
if I find chagrin and difappbintment 
(hading her countenance* I know I am 
not underftood, and attempt fome other 
turn, but the moment (he has me celeftial 
fays flream from her funny eyes, (he 
bows, fmiles with the benignity of a Se- 
raph, and immediately tranflates me td 
\ the whole circle. She has alfo under- 
\ taken to be my miftrefs. — Don't hate 
her, Madam, I only mean my miftrefs iii 
the native language of politertefs* Whe- 
ther it proceeds from her mdre happy 
manner or my more fixed attention, 1 
will not determine, but fure I am, that 
I receive ten times more profit from hetf 
leflons than from thole of trty inafter; 
! Ih the nlorhing (he makes the read to her* 
'*■ j a ftoiy from the fimpie elegant Marmoii- 
| tel; in the afterhooii fhe fills but my ted, 

■ * *■ * 

and at intervals reads to me a chapter of 
limitation de Jefii Cbriji; a book wrote 
in a fly le at once fimpie and fublime, and, 
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being calculated to pour the balm of confo 
lation into the hearts of devout Chriftians 
of all denominations, when read and 
commented upon by this amiable mortal, 
what a noble effed: it muft produce in 
the foul of your friend, who, amidft all 
his vagaries and back-flidings, happily, 
never loft his tafte for pure religion. This 
book is richly and modiflily bound : (lie 
has given it to me comme un fouvenir ; 

and if ever I alienate or lofe it, may my 
good angel lofe fight of me ! 

The price I give for my lodging, board, 
&c. is called, in France, tine penfion 
chere ; and yet I have for ioo livres a 
month three rooms, two of which are 
very genteely furnifhed, and all of them 
look upon la grande place, one of the 
fined fquares in France. I have tea or 
coffee for breakfaft and afternoon. I have 
at dinner and (upper two courfes and a 
defert, red champagne, a pretty dry 

wine 



66 The AMERICAN 

wine for ordinary drink,, white chamy 
paghe whenever I chufe it, vin de rauf- 
cat and liquerj, and all thefe handed 
to me by three nymphs who might well 
fit for the pi&ure of the Graces. Surely 
I ought to be happy, yet why is it that 
I fo eagerly point to the northern hemi- 
fphere I that I fo frequently feel the big 
tear darting from my aching eye, thp 
involuntary figh heaving front my ago- 
nizing heart I Go to your mirror and 
anfwer this problem.. — You fee the air of 

France begins to have its ufual effect, 
I begin to be a polite gentleman ; for I. 
do rtot quit you until I place you with 
the moft charming company for a fins 
woman, her own image* 



Adieu, 



LETTER 
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Letter vl 



St. Quentin. 

^JOX) order me to communicate to yoi* 
my obfervations upon the cuftojns 
and manners of the French ; though thp 
(hort time I have lived amongft them can 
afford but fuperficial views of a field fb 
(pacious, yet as the commands of a fine 
woman are to me among the moft facred 
of all obligations, I haften to obey you* 
To pay due deference to rank, I will firfl 
handle the fofter fex. Nature was furely 
in a playful mood when flie created a 
French woman. The Graces are con- 
ftant attendants at the toilette of a finp 
French lady, and where the Graces loiter 
ttifatnilhy the lA>ves will not long be ab- 
fent. Conceive all that is gay, all that 
is witty, fprttely, vivacious j give to this 
creature of your fancy a* female form ; 

£ 2 though 
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though not abfolutely beautiful yet en- 
chanting ; though not perhaps of fym- 
metry critically juft, yet more pi quant e f 
more interejfante, more apetijfante than 
the mofl perfeft lifelefs harmony of pro- 
portion — -a fhape, though unoonfined, 
eafy and free, yet not inelegant; a com- 
pletion though feldom fair, yet free from 
a certain iniipidity which frequently foils 
the charms of the fnowy beauties of 
northern climes— it is a clear animated 
brunette ; ivory teeth, hair dark, and 
beautifully redundant ; eyes black, vivid, 
and expreffive ! When you have col- 
lected in your fancy thefe united agr$- 
mens you will have a faint idea of the 
tout enfcmble of a fine French woman. 
Had not the Supreme already, by a de- 
cree unchanging, fixed my fate, had I 
yet a choice to make, I would wUh foe 
a nymph born and bred in England un- 
til eleven years of age. By this time (he 
would probably be grounded in that true 

genuine 
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genuine neatnefs and purity, both of 
perfon and mind, peculiar to the girls of 
the Thames and their American defcend- 
ants ; I would then tranfport her to 
France, to imbibe, with the language, 
that chaftened franknefs of manner, cafe, 
elegance, and politenefs endemial in the 
air of this country. With this fin idling 
(he would fu rely be the ne plus ultra of 
feminine perfection ! Could I then, as 
peradventure I might, for French wo- 
men too have their caprices, could I but 
infufe into her a predileftion for fuch an 
oddity as myfelf, I (hould certainly be a 
thrice happy mortal, unenvied only by 
angels ! Indeed the French language, 
which is in a great meafure made up of 
phrafes, and is, beyond a doubt, the beft 
converlatlon language now living, is a 
happier medium of urbanity than our 
ddwnright Englifh. This, and a flight 
tindure of the Italian, are the only ad- 
vantages I recoiled* a French girl of 

E $ fafhion 
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faftrion can boaft over our Britifli ladies. 
They are each educated, what a pity i 
far from the parental eye, in feminarie$ 
different in name, but nearly fimilar in. 
their obje&s — Mifs in a boarding-school^ 
Mademoifelle in a convent. Of the two, 
I think, and I could fupport my opinion 
With many plauflble reafons, the latter 
infinitely the leaft liable to exception. 
To be fure there are many Englifli ladies, 
educated in boarding-fchools whofe vir- 
tues adorn human nature ; but thefe ex- 
ceptions prove not the advantage of a 
boarding-fchool, they only prove that 
there are fome feminine natures fo in- 

trinfecally pure, that neither the contar 
gion of precept or example can adulte- 
rate them. Be this as it may, the youngj 
lady in a cloifter converfes only with her. 
own fex. This is by no means calculated 
to infpire thofe ideas of civility, com-, 
plaifance, and attentive politenefs which, 
the fexes, by & happy contagion, ufually 

imbibe, 



itpbibe from 3 cjiaftened intercourfe with 
each other. I have ever thought, that 
what the poet (ays of learning is much 
more juftly applied to the fentiment 
which refults from a fbcial mingling of 
the (exes — 

" JEmollit mores nee fimt ejjefiros!" 
" It foftens our manners, it will not permit 
" us to be rude ! " 

u Woman was certainly made to temper 
u man ! We had been brutes without 
" them" — and, vice verfd, the maxim 
is equally appofite — Eve, the faireft, the 
iweeteft of her daughters, was, I own, 
formed by the hands of the Supreme, 
mild and benign as the dew-drops trickling 
from the treffes of Aurora ! yet let it be 
remembered, with gratitude, that fhe 
was built out of the fide of man I Wo- 
man therefore mail ever pant after, niuft. 
ever figh for her natural, her original 
hpnje— mufl ever be beft pleafed, and 

' E4 there- 
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therefore moft prone to give pleafure 
when (he is or vis-b-vis 9 or aupres that 
noble whole of which flie is only a part* 
This certainly is the fecrct bias of female 
nature — fome few half-witted prudes may 
affeft to deny this ; yet, allowing them 
to fpeak their real fentiments, they only 
prove, that they are unnatutal, and of 
courfe vicious. If then the converfation 
of even the moft amiable of their own 
lex is not the happieft fchool of female 
politenefs, much left can be expected 

from the fociety of nuns — from a groups 
of old maids, if maids indeed they be* 
from their fituation without hope, and 
therefore, in all probability, lets placid 
than their venerable body in general — . 
This is a large body in all civilized coun- 
tries-— every paultry witling can break 
his jeft upon them, God forbid that I 
(hould infult their diftrefs { — if they have 
lefe of the milk, of humanity flowing \v\ 
their rigid veins than others of their fex, 



1 
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the fault is not in them but imputable to 
man, and his unnatural capricious infti- 
tutions. Time was, when they were 
fufceptible of and might communicate 

tender impreffions — as a bow long un- 
bent lofes its native elifticity, fo f by 
long difufe, the fburces of their fine feel- 
ings are dried up. Chafte, love-lorn 
maids, ne'er will I obtrude upon your 
retirements but to adminifter confola- 

tion-^-if ye are lefs apt to infpire love 
than young hoyden-flirts, well I ween 
ye are more gr^tefql for the love ye 
infpire; more tender, more conftant, 
more learned in the refinements and my* 
fteries of that noble fentiment! Would 
my capability but walk hand in haul 
with my charity, I would wipe 
dreaming tear from off all thine 
I would fmother with kifles (fade 
the fad offspring of the hopefai 
for you know not what — aai Z 
wonderfully diminifh the 
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ber of forlorn tabbies foredoomed to lead 
apes in hell. Far from infulting, could 
I be the happy inftrument of banifbing 
malice, envy, and all uncharitablenefs for 
ever from thy lonely alylums, my worft 

{in were done away! 



Adiev, 



L JT TER 
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I • 

$t. §>uentith 

TDUT to return, a French girl thus 
'■■ educated, never fees a male animal, 
her own relations excepted, until fhe is 
taken from her afylum to the arms of her 
hufband, who perhaps (he never fa w ! If 
mama is difpofed to outrt her tendernefr 
and indulgence, (he will once or twice 
bring the cavalier to the grate with her; 
but what is a lover in the prefefice of 
mama ? a mere (hadow of himfelf. Ma* 
demqifelle, however; feldom protefts 
againft this arrangement — (he is glad, on 
any terms, to efcape from iron bars, 
matins, nones, complies, fufty abbeflesj 
and tattling nuns— -ftie fubmits to take a 
pian from the hands of mama rather than 
have no man at all. Now and then too, 

by 
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by the force of bribery, a modern French 
novel has made its way to the devour- 
ing eyes of monadic mifles — the young 
lady fucks in the eflence of modern ma- 
trimonial morality — (he learns, that a 
hufband is an animal born at once to be 
an pbje& of hatred and a cloak for love — 
Be this as it may, Mademoifelle, the mo* 
ment (he efcapes from monadic gloom, 
afrif by the power of enchantment, blazes 
out in all the effulgence of courtly beauty 
•—(he is critically jud in the complicated 
manoeuvres of a drawing-room^ exhibits 
her pctits riens % her fetites attcntions t 
with due regard*— paying minute defe- 
rence to tijne, place, and rank, flie knows 
as well as her mother, the ^xa# moment 
when it is proper to -flirt her fan againft 
the brilliant epaulet of Monfieur 1$ Mar* 
qttis, while at the fame time (he darts a 
tender fide glance at Monfleui* le Cheva- 
lier deMalte, who tells of his hair-breadth 
Tcapes a*id wond'rous mifchances by 

flood 
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flood and field during his caravans; 
then propping her glove, flie permits 

Mottfieur I' Abbe, qui fait le bel efprit 
aupres des dames, d* avoir la f cliche ,et 
fhonneur de le remajfer, de le pre/enter 

1 

jolliment, et de lui foupirer quelque cbofe 
de galant; thus engaged, you would 
fuppofe that the lady's attention was ab* 
forbed — not fb — Is a faflrionable author 
announced ; does zpetit-maitre habillk au 
dernier gout glide into the room; the one 
flie annoys with a fafcinating bow, and 
an inimitable fhrug of her (houlders ; the 
other (he annihilates by riling fuddenly 
from her bow, endeavouring to fuppreis 
an involuntary figh, and throwing her- 
felf upon the back of her fajiteuil, which 
naturally produces a palpitation of her 
handkerchief that might rekindle the 
embers of defire in the bofom of a frozen 
hermit ! Recovering from this manoeuvre 
.the calls the pretty thing to her, and 
charms him with tne moft bewitching 

$erftflage. 
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ftrfiflage* In a word* a French wd* 
man^ like a true philoibpher* is at 
home in whatever (ituation her for* 
tune (hall place her— if bred in an An* 
chorite's cell, and wafted, at once, by the 
force of magic, to the gallery of Ver- 
failles, (he breathes the air of that polite 
region with almoft as little embarrafp- 
ment, as if (he had imbibed it with he? 

aur&'s milk! 

I know very well that in England there 
are perfons of Ipirth and faOrion, as eafy 
and as well bred as any people in the 
world ; but commend me to untutored, 
innate urbanity v to a frifeur who is atl 
defefpoir if you complain of a head*ach ; 
to a fille de chambrt qui fe trouve aneantee 
de chagrin fi par urte malheureufe hazard? 
.tile auroit oubliee dechauffer le lit de mon~ 
fieur I to a cobler who bows to you witlj> 
the air of a gentleman ufher ; to a milk* 

maic 1 
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maid who prefents you curds and cream 
-with the grace ef a maid of bottom! 
There is a young lady of Tome diftinffcor*, 
whp freqtiendy ^ifits les Mefdemoifelles % 
Henrys. By way of acquiring the fafliion- 
able babble of the country, 1 fometimes 

make love to this finlfhed coquette, who 
is only nihe years old. She comports her- 
tfelf in this emergency, as if (he had long 
expend the declaration. She (potts the 
fide glance, the languid forife, the half 
fuppreffed (igh, the affected reverie, the. 
encouraging leer, gleaming through a 
look of anger and di&hrin 1 and when 
catechifcd even in the more occult myfr 
teries of the belle ^ajpon^ 4he feetns won- 
derfully adroit, and ready in her refpon- 
fes. Laft night, upon my attempting to 
ravi(h a,kifs before her aunt, (he flung from 
me with a well-difiembled air of a little 
fury ; waved her little arm, bidding me 
an eternal adieu ! prbtfefting, fincemon- 
fieur mifi^rtfti'ued tyerexavility, fant con- 

fequence* 
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fequettce, into predilection, (he would 
jie.ver more come here, or be at home to 
him when he called on her aunt and 

m ... 

mama I Looking juft now out of my win- 
dow, this being Sunday, to reconnoitre 
the brigade of belles and petit-maitres, 

- from fix years old to fixty, aflembled, 
habillees en toutes flein cbofes, to grin, 
ogle, figh, and caper in the beautiful 
fquare, vif-d-vis Madame H. I obferve 

.my little miftrefs floating along, en habit 

dc fete, a footman carrying her parafol 

♦ and lap-dog, a watch by her fide, and 

- cane in her hand ; painted, patch|d, 
powdered h la marechale, and menacing 
annihilation to her love-fick Anglois, 
who with his right hand, prefled upon 
his left breaft, profoundly bows, is dis- 
regarded, he retires three paces and 
bows again, ftill the lady affefts not to 
fee him; and when he defcended, the 
ily jade played off an air of high furprife, 

and 
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and vowed (he fuppofed monileur ha4 
gone h la camp ague, to ramble in the 
gardens of his friend Monjfieur deBreiiac ; 

for indeed (he would never have thought 
of trufting herfelf with him again, wheut 
he had fo recently forgot himlelf, behav- 
ing comme un Anglois, cefi 4 dire> cotntne 
un veritable barbar / While I coquette 
with this fine woman in miniature, a 
thought occurs to me, I could wifh her 
juft as (he is now drefled, 4 fe trouver, 
to find herfelf, as the French idiom has 
it, in an elegant aflembly in London* 
I (lake my ban ra/* .reputation, (he would 
be chez die ; (he would betray no affec- 
tation on the one hand, mauvaifebqnte, 
or emharraflhierjt on the other. In, her 

movement, air, and manner, (he would 
be upon a par with a young $ingji(hlady 
of eighteen ; in her enjoumetit^ her (kill 
at repartee and raillery, (he would far 
p% eeed her ; I will not anfwer fqr her 

F fuftain- 
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fuftaining her chara&er fo well, after flie 
has fed for fome time on roafl beef, and 
imbibed the thick ale and foggy air of 
your country. If this fweet girl is fb inr 
terefting, when (he only fimulates the 
paffion, what muft flie be after a trip to 
Paris, when, peradventure, fome finifh? 
ed petit-maitre, born to make woman 
Frail, (hall have realifed her now imagir 
nary feelings, and by his inconftancy, 
blended an air of languifhment and me- 
lancholy tendernefs, with the natural vi? 
vacity of her countenance? Certainly 
(he will be irrefiftible ! 

« 

You are curious to know my progrefi 

in the world of gallantry, and thus the 
account ftands. I have fometimes the ho- 
nour to give my arm to Mademoifelle de 
*H. the only daughter of the commandant, 
I am en famille with the Mefdemoifelles 
Lancy, who ling ks pstites chanfonnettef 



amoureux, 

** . . . » * \ 
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amoureux commc des Sipens ; I am enfant 
de la maifon with Monfieur FAbbe Be-* 
noit et [on agr cable four, gens d'une fa- 
mille dijlinguee. I make love to Madame 
L. dame Suijfe, belle, fpirituelle, et fillc 
unique de Monfieur R. un des profonds fa- 
vantr qui compiloit I' Encyclopedic. I at* 
tend the toilette of the lovely Madame 
Nardine, and I once had the honour and 
felicity to tie the garter of the beautiful 
Madame de Pleflbn! unlearned in the 
etiquette of French toilettes, you will 
here tax my vanity with violating hifto 
rical truth* You are to underftand then, 
madam, that in the firft place, the left 
leg of Madame de Pleflbn, the only one 
I had the honour to reconnoitre, is a 
luxury that might ftimulate the gufto of 
the moft refined connoifleur ; and you 
are alfo to know that the tying on a 
lady's garter, which, in this country is 

f Z generally 



* 
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generally below knee, with thefe degagee 
people, is riot a favour fo decifive as you 
would naturally conceive ; "w;th you 
fufpicious Britifh nymphs, who cautious- 
ly guard every out-poft, it is preparatory 
to, and leads in a direct line to Elyfium I 
In France a fimple kifs of tjie cheek is a 

much higher favour, for to kifs a French 
lady's lips, when (he is full dreft, is high 
treafon againft the fcatutes of the toilette I 
of this I had an inftance a few nights 

ago. Monfieur PAbbe B with my 

very good friend his agreeable fifter* 
fupped at our houfe ; as this lady has 
long loft fight of her teens, never was a 
prodigious beauty, and thofe charms 
which nature lent her, are now paft 
their meridian luftre, I did imagine a 
little decent impudence would not be 
difreliGied. I fat next to her, haid fre- 
quently drank dfes amities in vin mufcat, 

and 
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and had I hoped, by my attentions and 
flattery, hilled to reft every prudifh idea, 
if any fuch dwell in the bofbm of a 

French-woman. Whilft her brother the 
elegant churchman was gallantifig the 
fan*, and whifpering tender things to 
Mademoifelk Henriette, I adventured to 
kite his filter: this attention" the was un- 
grateful enough to return with a few 
fmart ftrokes of her fan> which totally 
demoliflied one of my fide curls, and 
crippled the other; I was piqued and alio- 
nifhed at this rebuff, the reafon of which 
I could not conceive ; for when the 4 
the with her at her brother's, far greater 
encroachments had been permitted with 
christian refignation. When I retired to 
bed, the amigraa was unravelled ; I found 
my lips and one of my cheeks plentiful- 
ly tinged with the die of the Iberian 
fleece ! the next morning I confulted 

F 3 my 
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my Apollo in etiquette le Marquis de 
Petit-rien, who, with our elegant friend 
le Comte de Tour de Pin, were of opi- 
nion that I had committed a great enor- 
mity ; — they obferved to me that there 
were only two kifTable (pots in a full 
dreft French lady's face ; they were very 
minute on each fide of her face, between 

her cheeks and her lips ; that there were 
French matters who got a comfortable 

living by inftrufting foreigners in this 
art ; and that thefc learned gentlemen 
were called maitrcs de la geographic du 
vifage des dames partes. As I am de- 
termined to refpeft, not only the reli- 
gion, but even Ies fetites morales of every 
country in which I refide, I ordered a 
profeflbr of this delicate art to attend me 
the next morniqg. I begin to make a 
progrefs, and that I may not forget 
what I have taken fuch pnins to acquire, 

I (hall 
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I fliall be happy to pra&ice with you, 
and will even affign to you my know- 
ledge, gratis, if ever I return . to Eng- 
land* 



Adieu. 
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LETTER Vill- 



us';. Quentin. 

THAT it may not be fuppofed I af- 
fect to deviate from the beaten 
path trod by the hoft of travellers, of all 
ranks attd denominations, who have, 
unluckily for my celebrity, preceded 
me in the tour of France, I will attempt 
a fliort fketch of the principal places 
through which I pafs. I (hall thus elude 
the imputation of Angularity ; but as I 
Feel, I (hall be aukward in the execution, 
and as you may, at any time, have re- 
courfe to the elaborate manufacture, in 
this way, of a variety of mechanical au- 
thors already extant, I (hall very much 
generalife my defcriptions of ftreets of 
towns, brooks and rivers, dales and 
JbuUs, mountains and feas* A landfcape 

(ketched 
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lketched by the pen, even of genius, 
conveys but a vague and confufcd idea 
of a country unexplored by the eye of 
fenfe. Indeed I confefs I am too indo- 
lent to fucceed in this walk, nor (hall I 
ever envy thofe who can. It has often 
been my misfortune to be taxed with a 
mechanical traveller, who, inftead of re- 
laxing himfelf from his fatigue, by ex- 
ploring the new ftyle of beauty and 
manners of the inhabitants of the town ; 
inftead of acquiring its origin and public 
hiftory, from the communicative Mon- 
lieur PAbbe, or the fecret hiftory of the 
prefent inhabitants, by flattering into 
franknefs the naive and degagee mille- 
ner, cafts a look of pity* blended with 
contempt, upon his fellow-travellers ; ex- 
hibits an enormous common -place-book ; 
draws out his fcale and compafles ; faUs 
to meafuring the length of an old church, 
or the height of a mutilated ftatue, and 
fcribbling alternately ; all this he does 

with 
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with the molt un relaxed folemnity of 
phiz. He introduces his vade-mecum at 
his meals ; he fips his tea with a gravity 
quite edifying, then writes, looks wife, 
and writes and fips, and fips and writes 

by turns. In vain do we attempt, by 
the introduction of nonpareil burgundy 
to call him off; in vain does exhilarating 
champagne mantle and fparkle near his 
olfa&ory nerves ! Hermitage, ctte roti f 
vin de nuit or vin du pays, are all one to 
him ; he fills his glafs, pafles the bottle, 
drinks, is filent, and writes on. When 
he is difpofcd to be what, in aftage coach 
is called pretty cdmpany, he will read to 
us his travels. Here a town, there a 
village, here a poft-houfe is accurately 
delineated ; now we pafs a river, then 
we ford a brook, now we again pafs a 

• r 

I 

river, and arrive at a valley refredied 
by a babbling ft ream. We are then in- 
formed that a certain number of trees 

which 
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which (oh, wondrous ftrange !) (hoot up 
Ipontaneous and (iifpended, hang on the 
margin of the ftream, produce a refrefh- 

• ing (hade ! "If thefe trees were want- 
ing, this retreat would be lefs commo- 
dious to the weary traveller ! that in the 
fall, the leaves of thefe trees wither, fade, 
and die, leaving the branches and trunk 
without raiment, and of courfe wholly 
expofed to the biting frofl, and nipping 
northern blafts which are apt, in this 
valley, to howl during the winter 
months/' transforming the grafs which 
is naturally green, into a ruflet brown—* 
lingular melancholy change ! This gives 
him a happy occafion to moralile ; he 
tells his fair readers that rofes will fade, 
pinks will fie ken, lilies languifh and 
hang their pallid heads ; he prettily 
plays with this novel difcovery during 
two or three pages— then he draws a 
corollary equally Angular and ftriking, 

to 
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Co wit, that when ladies are old, they 
will be no longer young ! he now thinks 
it high time to quit this delicious valley ; 
we, in confequence, mount a hill; here 
a melancholy coup d'oeil opens upon us ! 
a wide extended barren plain ; not a 
a tree nor even a flirub on which to reft 
our aching eyes { not one drop of water 
with which to allay our parching thirft ! 

here no flocks bleat ! no wood-pigeons 
coo! no cows bellow for their fimple 
calves ! Dreading to be overwhelmed in 
a whirlwind, which, peradventure, might 
fpring up in this fandy defart, we dafli 

boldly 0Y1, and, at length we are reliev- 
ed from our apprehenfions by the un- 
expected apparition of a fweet wood, 
which opens upon a pleafant village, 

which again leads us to a wafte, pretti- 
ly terminated by a pi&urefque profpecffc 
of a fwamp, or a gallows, or an hermit- 
age, or aa abbey, or an old woman pay* 

ing 
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ing her vows to the goddefs, or a gibbet* 
or fome other objeft equally peculiar to 
foreign countries. We then fall foul of 
an ancient caftle, which he accurately , 
delineates, and leaves in our imagination 
a confufed jumble of pillars, of cornices; 
of baflb-relievo, of orders Gothic, Doric, 
Ionic, but not one fingle diftinct idea. 

If yqu wifb for accurate defcriptions 
of fteeples, churches, columns, ftreets^ 
fend over fbme fuch elaborate fellow as 
I have defcribed, whofe head is equal- 
ly hard with the ftone he will have 
to work upon ; for me, mine be the 
laudable ambition to fbar at higher game, 
manners, and mankind, that nobler part, 
efpecially woman kind, are my darling 
objeds 1 thefe I (hall unceafingly explore ; 
thefe divine forms I (hall, with philofo- 
phic ardour, eagerly purfue even tb 
their more hidden retreats ; and though 

my feeble talents little befriend me in 

the 
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the curious inveftigation, my zeal may 
enlighten my powers, or I may eonfole 
myfelf in my defeat, magnis tamen occidit 
aufusl in great attempts 'tis glorious 
p'en to fail ! 

St.Quentinis a town inPicardy, hanging 
upon the Confines of that part of French 
Flanders called the Cambrefis; it has 
twelve pari(hes : the chghoins appertaining 
to the cathedral church have genteel and 
liberal ftipends arifing from wheat which 
is commuted for money. The town 
may contain about nine thoufand fouls ; 
the principal of whom, with refpeft to 
riches, are French proteftants, whole 
opulence refults from a liberal and ex? 
tenflve traffic in the cambric manufa&ure, 
of which they have in fome meafure rob* 
bed Cambray. This town, I believe, 
was formerly more populous than it 
now is ; it is famous for a great vi&ory 
obtained h?re by the Spaniards, pionv^ 

ments 
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Hients of which yet remain in the town. 
In honour of this vi&ory, and in confer 
quence of a vow made to obtain it, th^ 
efcurial at Madrid was built by Philip II. 
of Spain. St. Quentin ftands npqn a fite 
very elevated, upcn a hill rifing on both 
fides gradually, from the adjacent plains* 
The air is consequently fubtle and elaftic, 
The ramparts, which in the provincial 
towns of this country generally form the 
Mall, are feid to be the higheft and moft 
beautiful of any in France; they are 
about a mile and a half round, finely 
{haded on each fide of the walk, by trees 
planted for that purpofe, which here 
and there open to a country pi&urefque, 
and lovely beyond defcriptiqn. The 
height of the ramparts gives large fcope 
to the eye, which ranging over a fweet 
and beautiful variety of hills, meadows, 
and water, refts upon woods, rich, tall, 
and luxuriant, rifing, in bold amphi- 
theatre and fweetly robing the fides of 

the 
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the circumjacent mountains ; the lowing 
of thekine, the bleating of the fheep, who 
in one field crop the tender grafs ; the 
blithe Picarde female peafants, who with 
fuccin£ cotillons, bleach Cambric in the 
contiguous doles, form a happy contraft. 
Here people of fafhion, of either fex, at 
(emble about five o'clock, after their 
dinner, which is at a very early hour in 
all provincial French towns ; here they 
walk, chat, caper, make love, make par-» 
ties to vingt-un, brelun, reverfee y or high*- 
mafs, a religious ceremony, with thefe 
pleafant people, being a party of plea* 
fare. In the morning here fat Abbes 
walk and get an appetite to their vermis 
celli fopp, while they ponder upon di- 
vine things, ladies and lap-dogs ; here 
ftudents ambulate, ruminating the cud 

of fcience ; here too, in the evening, 
love-lorn fwains and damfels, of all or? 
ders, arm in arm, or walk, or loll on 
the inviting benches ; exprefling the big 

wifli, 
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wifh, letting fall tears of ientimerttal ? tea- 
^flernefs, and bartering iighs, foft.asthe 
vernal breeze, which gently agitating the 
imminent branches, harmonifes with 
their innocent feelings ! Here too, at 

flight-fall, the anti-platonic fwain, .ftung 
with lawlefs love, urges to the unhal- 
lowed bower, the half-willing, haff-af- 
frighted maid, while the confcious ftars 
and the pale moon blufh and ficken at 
the impious abufe of that modeft light 
they difpenfe to frail mortals! Often 
alone in my robe de chambfe> I ramble 
round thefe delightful ramparts, a philo- 
fophic fpe&ator of the motley exhibitions 
they afford ; fometimes I fally forth in 
a ftyle, gallanting my two younger fifr 
ters, la -petite Collette on one fide, la 
belle Henriette on the other, and mingle 
with the delighting and delighted throng ! 
What a vain filly people, quoth the fple- 
netic traveller I thrice happy country, 
fey :I! thrice happy pleafant beings! 

G who 
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who can extraft felicity from fources Co 
trivial! to be contented with little, is 
faid to be wifdom ; not only to be con- 
tented, to be gay, blithfbme, debonnaire 
with a little, often with nothing, this 
is the eligible ftavoir vivre ; this is true 
philofophy. 



Farewell. 
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LETTER IX. 

St. $>uentin* 

*TpHERE are twenty convents and 
churches at St. Quentin. One of the 
convents very liberally endowed, and €0 
fpacious that it occupies almoft one 
whole fide of la belle rue St. Vincent—- 
It is appropriated to ladies of rank and 
fortune, nuns and penfioners, that is, in 
Englifh, boarding-fchool mifles, who re- 
fide here, learning to knot, make file, 
point, en attendant maru The abbefs is 
nominated by the King. It is called Fer- 
vacque, or la couvent de riches damt:* 

The richer fort of people here arc ¥v>- 
teftants ; but have no religious pbce or 
worftiip* They are however allowed \ 

fepulture, which is, I believe, a pecs xT 
ground belonging toMonfieurdblfasiic- 

G 2 TT;*i 




ico The AMERICAN 

y / The ftreets are wide, the buildings of 
brick : there is, I think, no houfe of An- 
gular architecture ; nor indeed any 
church of note, except la grande Eglife % 
or Cathedral, which is certainly a noble 
pile of building, and, viewed from the 
ramparts, fills the eye mod happily, ex- 
hibiting, in iny poor opinion, very fweet, 
jufl:, elegant, and bold proportions. There 
\s one of the many facred paintings 
-within worth regarding — the features of 
the Virgin give an idea of fweetnefe, in- 

jlfocence, and majefty, harmonioufty 
blended. To this church I frequently 
-attend JMEademoifelle H — < — . She fome- 

times chants the hymns, and methinks I 
hear the choral fymphony of angels 1 

Society is upon a liberal plan in tins 
town. A gentleman who comes here for 
health, amufement, or, as many do, to 
learn die language, is commended ta 
ibme merchant in the town, it being 

not 
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not a town of noblefle ; nor have they 
the military ainongfi them- This gen- 
tleman attends his friend to each particu- 
lar houfe of the quart ier $ as they are 
called — that 13, to the principal people 
of the place. Thefe vilits are fore to be 
returned, and this is all the introduction 
requifite-*- You are, from this time, ex- 
pe&ed to prefent yeurfelf at all their 
routes, concerts, &c. t They, in turn, 
gjvc aflfemblies frequently, and elegant, 
aflemblies top. They have in winter 
two concerts a week ;. performers ge^^ 
tlemen, and of eowrfe it is an amufe-. 
ment you have gratis— there are many 

mufical cognofcenti in this town* There 
is alfo a very elegant little theatre, which 
is frequently filled by good a&ors. At 
their routes or card parties they play for 
bagatelles, almoft pour pajfer le temps—* 
fo far from your expecting a formal in- 
vitation to theiji, the lady thinks herfelf 
iJUufcd if you do not make your entre, 

G 3 to 
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to fill up her room — and this is the left 
onerous, fince if you juft make your 
appearance it is fufficient— You play or 
not, glide in or out, when and as often 
as you pleafe-— you have wine, and cake, 

and comfitures handed to you, or difplay- 
ed on a fide-board, and the lady during 
the evening engages as many as will fill 
her table to fup with her. There is a 
route or card party every night, at fbme 
one houfe or another. In fine weather 
you give your arm to the ladies, gallant 
them to the ramparts, and tafte as fweet 
a landfcape as ever filled the ravifhed eye. 
Thus, if a ftranger has a fbcial bias, his 
time will be eafily killed at St. Quentin. 
We have frequently Englifh families re- 
siding here. There is at prefent a lovely 
young Englifh married lady, a Madame 
de C at St. Quentin — her hufband, 

* 

though a German, in his ideas of domeftic 
government is as liberal as a French- 
man — He has furely no acquaintace with 

the 
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die green-ey'd monfter, or he would not 
leave this lovely jewel at St. Quentin, 
while he trudges over Europe, chewing 
the cud of fome half-digefted mercan- 
tile projeft. Were (he mine, I would 
be the oak and (lie the ivy. She is in- 
deed a diamond of fmall magnitude, but 
of a mod exquifite water ! of courfe (he is 
adored by every St. Quentin petit-maitre 
from fourteen to fourfcore. We have 
alfo a Mrs. Hunter, an Englifh lady, who 
has for many years redded here. She is 
the widow of a general officer — is a wo- 
man of birth and of finished breed- 
ing* and highly refpedled at St. Quen- 
tin (he underftands Italian; fpeaks 

French equally well with a native, and 
pronounces with more grammatical purity 
than the French ladies in general — (he 
contributes to render this town agreeable 
to her countrymen. There are four 
gentlemen with myfelf refiding here, 

to learn the language a Mr. Fane, 

G 4 ' too- 
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brother to Lord W-*- — d, ; a very hands 
fbme fafhioilable young man ; a Mr* 
Chatham, eldeft fon of & gentleman of^ 
large fortune, a very gonad fellow ; and 
t*he only fon of a younger brother of the; 
late Lord! A. who I caH the Masquis de; 
Pfctit-ri'efr — as I l6ve a firiiflaed chara&er* 
I eannot but be partial to him. The 
Marquis de Petit-rien is certain \y unique !> 
He whirls wkbfplendid eccentricky &oni> 
the brilliant- orb of petit-maitres, an& 
blazes a comet ! lam delighted to fee 
htm carryttoG war into the enemy's coun- 
try ! to foil them at their own weapons k 
It kr charming to fee the dtf fcendant of the 
gallant Buike of Q , » ftrine a coxcomb^ 
worthy die envy and admiration of a re- 
gion which has, for ages, been fuppoftd 
the 1 European hot-bed? for the growth, 
production, and manuf^&ure of true ge- 
flttine unadulterated coxcombs ! He is. 

■ • * * 

indeed; very young* a tnere boy,,;-? -has 
Wit and talents — -fpeaks French prettnly, 

hums 
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hums an Italian air, dances divinely^ 
plays upon the mandolin, knots fiti> and 
makes fweet?meats ! When the levity of 
yoiuh and the vagaries of felf-love re- 
cede; when years fliall have mellowed hi& 
fancy and matured his judgment, I hope 
and believe my amiable little friend the 
Marquis^ de Petit-rien will be a ufeful 
member of fociety, and, fhould ifTue of 
his coufin fail, an ornament to the Houfe 
of Peers. We countrymen mingle with 
each other as much as our attention to 
the obje^ for which we refide here will 
permit— fometimes we dine with each- 
other ; fonjetimes we give little fites^ to 

which we invite the fafliionable young 
people of St. Quentin. I once a fort- 
night exhibit a public breakfaft with a 

Uttle concert in ipy way : the Marquis 
de Petit-rien touches his mandolin, the 
honorable JVLr. F. the German flute, the 
Count de Chamble, the violoncello ; the 
t\vQ Mefdemoifelles Lancy, mes bonnes 

aw$s, 



io6 TheL: AJW&R1CAN 

amies, fing des petite s chanfonnettes t en- 
tires, Mr. Chatham and I talk nonfenfe 
to the ladies. My breakfaft confifts of 
tea, coffee, de petits faucijfons, du jam* 
horiy du vin-blanc, et des comfitures — the 
whole, together with my concert des 
amateurs, cofts me about a quarter of a 
guinea* When the concert is over Petit- 
rlen teaches by example his petite chienne 
to make entre chats! Madame Nardine 
fwims a minuet with M. le Count de Tour 

c}e Pin ; Mpnf. C m drinks du vin 

mufcat comme un pojfede ; the bewitching 
Madempifelle MontpeiTan, fnatching the 
hand of Monf. le Chevalier, whifks him 
two or three mazes of an allemand, and 
mod cruelly, at the very critical part of 
the tune, where the gentleman is obliged 
to dwell i minute 45 feconds upon the 
lips of the lady to fill up the time, (he 
fkips like a fawn out of the faloon, 
bounding acrofs the fquare to the bouW 
vardy leaving her lefs mercurial partner 

to 
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to fall after her with his invaluable 
freight — the ladies far a fit in one arm, 
his fliaggy rival Monfieur Jou-Jou in the 
other — the whole party file off in pairs, 
and either lounge on the ramparts, or 
ftroll to the beautiful wood la Fayette, 
about a mile from the town, in whole 
lovely lawns, copfes, and groves we ram-r 

ble or loll on the mofly grafs, crown our 
miftrefles with young honey-fuckle, inter-r 
woven with woodbine and wild rofes ; — 
thus we folatre until the hour of dinner 
approaches ; the whole party unceafingly* 
capering, gambolling, and laughing witlr 
or at each other, God knows which. 
This wood with the adjoining villa is, I 

think, at prefent poflefled by a Dovtfager 
of the Noaille family, It is thrown open 
to the people of St. Qiientin, and highly 
contributes to the recreation and health 
of the inhabitants — art with nature con- 
fpires to render it a delicious retreat, % 
happy afyjuiu from the noife and hurry 



*©8 T,«e AM;E,RICAN 

of the town. Once a year, in Septem- 
ber, there is a fete champetre exhibited 
at Fayette. It is compofed of the beau 
xnonde of St. Quentin, and the fwains 
mid nymphs of the adjacent villages. It 
continues three days, and is an uninter- 
rupted fcene of feaflrng and hilarity— ~ 
little bands of muck are alTembled in the 
various, bowers, where cotillom parties 
an? formed, coquetting parties arranged, , 
*md lovermatchcs: adjufted—rgood hu- 
jttour and glee pervade the whole foreft* 
Jxt a* word, thief it f of la Fayette though 
Ids gcorgous, left brilliant, yet, well I 
ween a happineft more unmixed, more 
pure, and exalted, did not infpire the 
Britifh youth, who adorned the f he cbam m 
fetrc in ho&or of th? lovely maid of the 
oaks ! 



A d i e trt 
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£/. Quentin. 

pARDON a profound filence during 
an interval of two months. Yo^r 
menacing letter lies before me, and I 
J&fs the rod which chaftifes me* Akho* 
your approbation is «ver die utmoft 
boundary of niy ambition, yet, believe 
me, I admire you in your reproofs. 2 
feel that I muH be culpable, fince I have 
offended you, and I proftnate my Iel£ 
•widi all becoming humility, at your feet 
a fiippliant for mercy. 

Thought and rccoMe&ion are no friends 
to a man in my unpleasant predicaments 
I have therefore endeavoured to HkvaX 
fuch uncivil intruders : lulled in the ffc* 
livious lap of carelefs philofophic French 
indolence, I have been whiling away 

my 
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my time, the world forgetting by th£ 
world forgot, i thus endeavour to elude! 
the agonizing remembrance of the anar- 
chy which pervades my country ; the 
misfortunes of my family j the difperiion 
of my friends, and the wreck of my own 
private fortune* Iwas taking leffbns of 
this merry people in the happy feiertCe 
of frivolity ; I was beginning to make a 
progrefs. in my ftudies ; I was indeed 
reducing my fcience to practice* while 
in my Indian night-gown and African 
flippers I fauntered with my profeflbr, 
an honeft rofy-cheeked friar of the fleek 
.order of St. Bernard, when I was aroufed 
from my Lethean flupor by your epiftle. 
As darknefs vaniflies at the approach of 
Aurora, fo at thy e'en ideal prefenGe I 
awake to fenfibility ! the big wiflh fwells 
niy heart, the tear of fehtimertt fuffufes 
i mv ! eye at the poignant refte&ion that 
*ftt, oh yet! the fefe roars between hea- 
yen and me ! 

Yet, 
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Yet, truft me, it was mere terreftial 
ideas of which I (ought an oblution. I 

felt I could not fucceed in the attempt ; 

nor indeed did I with to forget things 

divine ! the lock of hair which you 

deigned to tie about my neck yet vibrates 
on my palpitating bofom ! there it (hall 
ever red:, a facred talifman, prote&ing 
its faithful owner 'gainft the numerous 
mifchances by flood or field which await 

him in his weary journey, in his hope- 
left attempt to flee from the voice of the 
charmer ! 

Forgive me if an air of melancholy 
pervades this letter. I cannot avoid it 
juft now — if I would write cordially — it is 
really a faithful tranfcript of my prefent 
feelings ; for I am upon the point of 

quitting, perhaps for ever, St. Quentin, 
and its amiable inhabitants. The day af- 
ter to-morrow I fet out for Paris. I 
dread it is my lot perpetually to wander; 

yet 
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yet a heart* too fofceptible of the conta- 
gion of friendship, tells me nature form* 
•od me not for a traveller — never yet did 
liiray one four-and-tWenty hours in the 

rmoft homely modefl: village withoutfeeliiig 
my fecial afFedions fpringing forth* and 
.attaching themfelves to fome particle of 
organized matter ! Never did I fay to 
myielft I fee this fweet village maid* who 
with the bluftiing irtnoeence of a Hebe 
prefents me, for the I aft time* & cup at 
milk; or this mutilated foldier who, fof 
the lafi time> boafts of his feats ; for the 
laft time bares his head* embroidered by 
thfe'febres of the enemy ; for the laft timt 
■with his cicatrized arm waves to me & 
cordial farewell, without » breathing ati 
unbidden figh* without feeling an in* 
Voluntary pang I nay I nevtr, for thfc 
$aft ttme> behold the purring of a village 
cat, Teceive the blandifhments of an old 
'lioufe-dog, or e'en the laft adieti 6f'«i 
'honeft jack-fcfs, without exclaiming itithe 

bitter- 
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Bitterftefs of ray grief, mine honeft friend, 
<ite we both return to duft, I will again, 
if it be within the laws of poffibility, re- 
turn to thee ! again I will liften, high 
pleafed, to thy indignant brayings againfl 
the ingratitude of mankind ! again I 
will folace mine eyes with]contemplating, 
wiftfully, thy fincere, artlefs, fimple, 
philofophic phiz ! If then I do, as indeed 
I do, relpire the figh of regret at the 
idea of breaking off thefe the lefs Alining 
part of acquaintance, how muft my 
heart bleed to be torn from the focial 
elegantly learned converfe of the letter- 
ed churchman ; the brilliant ebullitions 
of the gay accomplifhed petit-maitre ; 
the feaft of fentiment and flow of foul, 
with my heaven-born Picard Madona! 
Dear, angelic, long-fuffering maid, who 
with the perfon of a Venus, and the foul 
of a dying faint, is yet doomed to a 
precarious dependance upon the caprici- 
ous and the vain, — 'tis not a palling hour 

H fincc 
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finc'e thou didft prefent me with thy 
purfe, the work of thine hands, with 
the night ribband, wherewith to biiic^ 
my weary temples ; thy funny eyes were, 
humid with tears, through which thou 
fmiledft more beautiful than a Hourie; — 
thou faidft, mon chevalier, fouvejiez-vousr 
4e nos amities ! fouvenezrvous quelqtufois t 
de la malheureufe ttenriette et de 4 [on trifie; 
hifioire \ Remember the haplefs Henrietta' 
and her fad ftory! her (lory, which not 
till now, wouldft thou ever tell him ; it' 
is indeed a tale of woe, — you muft not 

hear it ; it would be too much for youir 

• * - 

gentle heart ; it would extract fympathe- 

# »■ 

tic tears from the eyes of apathy! mild,' 

i r • t * . t 

i * *• 

lovely, fafcinatirig maid ! fo may the gocj 
of fentiment deal with me, as I remem- 

* » # • • • * - * 

ber, gratefully remember thee ! and if 

ever w^r, the plague moft dreadful which 
God in his wrath has permitted to vifit 

the unhappy children of men, if horrid 

. • . ... 

* .■ 

war fliall ceafe to rage in my native coun- 

\. .. -. "•• . • . - - . ■ • ; • ■• 

try, 
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try, I will fpeak peace to thy wounded 
fpirit ! or if this beatitude is denied me 
at lead:, I may open an afylum to perfe- 
cuted beauty ! thou mayft feek Chelter 
under my vine, and repofe under my fig* 
tree : and my houfehold gods, proud of 
fuch a gueft, (hall protedl thee with their 
divine influence. 

Gentle petit-maitres of St. Quentin ! 
debonnaire, blithe Picard maids, coquet- 
ifli, fafcinating nymphs, fain would your 
fauvre Anghis exprefs to you his never- 
dying thanks for the fweet emotions, 
your brilliant wit, your ftill more bril- 
liant eyes, have imprefled on his fufcep- 
tible foul ! But here expreflion fails ! 
fain would he, while his hand prefTes 
his beating bread, breathe out the word 
adieu ! but his grateful heart fwells too 

big for utterance, and the fatal word, loft 
in an agonizing figh, dies upon his trem- 
bling lips ! 

H a And 
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And thou fmif&ed model, defignccj 
by fairy hands, elegant Petif-trien, though 
lafl:, not lead in love ! farewell ! When^ 
ever the. thorns which fo plentifully 
fpring unde* the feet of an haplefs wan- 
derer, fhall be. coot-rafted by a bed of 

rofes ; whenever I (hall behold a H?ly of 
the valley, or an iris-robed tulipi or a 
a pink flaunting in all the pride of its 
birthrday fuit, then will a cafual aflbcir 
at ion of ideas reoal thy fairy form to my < 
view ! then will I, recollect thy delicacy 
fc of foul* harmonizing with thy (HUmore, 
delicate frame ! I have made a vow., and 
I will; at Paris cull for thee, the qwn-* 

teflence of choice boquets, and wafted; 
on the wings of love, it {hall be convey- 
ed to thy bofbm I 

Pity me, and do not laugh at this 
rhapfody, for indeed, fair lady, I am at 
prefent in what the French call a mood* 
farmoyante ! I feel that a wandering life* 

• » » • . V #) *>•*•• • ••"•"'•tap ^B^T 4 

to 
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to which it feems you and fate condemn 
me, cannot lead to a happy end ! I am 
going yet farther from you, and that idea 
would fhed gaul and wormwood in my 
path, did the journey lead me, not to 
Paris, the Utopia of coxcombs, but e'en 
to the paradife of Mahomet, where Ga- 
nymedes would pour out ne&ar to the 
weary traveller, and all lovely, half- 
willing, blufliing Houries finooth his 
pillow* 



Farewell. 
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LETTER XI. 



Paris* 

TAKING a French leave of my 
Madona, and the fair town where 
fhe deigns to abide, I arrived here ten 
days ago, accompanied by Mr. Chat- 
ham, an Englifh gentleman redding at St. 
Quentin, whofe partiality to me, induced 
him to take a trip in my company to the 
capital. We palled through Compeigne, 
a royal refidence, and its princely foreft, 
but met with no incident in our flying 
journey, worthy your attention. The 
morning after our arrival, we hired a 
carojfe de remife, and with our valet ds 
place behind, fallied out to reconnoitre 
the town. This capitol has been fo mi- 
nutely defcribed by a variety of travel- 
lers, whofe talents and opportunities far 
exceeded mine, that an elaborate detail 

would 
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Would be ftiperfluous and prefumptuous. 
There are, I am informed, many dif- 
fusive writers upon this fubjed:, yet, 
Smollet excepted, I do not recollect I 
have read any of them ; the few remarks, 
therefore, which I will venture to make 
to you, if not iilterefting, will at lead 
have the merit of being original. It is 
my Way to delineate my ideas fimply as 
they arife upon the fubjeft before me. 
I have too much indolence to beat ttiy 
noddle for a brighter thought, or a more 
brilliant drefs in which to robe it ; and I 
nave too much pride to copy ; if then 
imy oblervations are trivial or ridiculous, 
I frankly confefs the folly is my own ; 
yet, in my curfory remarks upon this 
place, my fellow traveller, while he con- 
tinues with me, fliall Chare the ridicule. 
You have long ago, I dare fay, fet me 
down, if biafled at all, guilty of a An- 
gular prejudice for an EnglHhman, a 
predile&ion for the French nation. Mr. 

H 4 Chatham 
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Chatham is as oppofite to me in this, as 
Indus to the Pole ; this gave me a lingu- 
lar fatisfa&ion in his company. A diffe-* 
rent ftyle of thinking, upon points not efc 
fential to morals, or honour, when fbfb- 
cned by philanthropy and breeding, in 
my opinion, forms the bafis of the agree- 
able in a fellow traveller. An infipid 
famenefs of conception, a monotony, if 
I may be indulged the ex predion, of 
thought, renders two travellers like two 
paraltel lines ; they glide on fide by fid$ 
to eternity I no hopes of touching, no 
hopes therefore of combining in focial 
friendfliip, harmony, arid love ; in fhort, 
a voyage even through the Elyfian 
Fields, with fuch a chalk and cream 
fouled wight, would to me be as dull 
. and melancholy as "a lover's lute," or 
the drone of a Highland bagpipe, or that 
confummation of dylnefs, a city fcaft! 
Conceive not from what I have juft faid* 
that I would fubmit to loll in the fame 
poft-chaife with tfcat noxious animal, a 

pro^ 
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profefllonal difputant. No, I would chufe 
& companion who would keep attention 
awake by feeing really, not affe&ing to 
iee, the fame obje& in a different point 
of view from mine ; this would mutually 
excite emulation ; we fhould adduce va- 
rious reafon^ in fupport of our different 
opinions; and thus the fubje£t, whether 
vegetable or animal, primrofe petit-maitre 
or coquette, would be turned topfy-turvy, 
and accurately handled ; and thus the 
xnifts of error receding before the rays of 
truth, our mutual prejudices, clashing 
againft each other, might be diffipated. 
Now, my friend C— — — -m, is as 
thorough bred an Englifhman as ever 
hanged himfelf in a November fog ; he 
carries the war into the enemies country, 
fronding mod unmercifully, man, woman,, 
and child, all the animal, all the vege- 
table kingdom, which has the misfor- 
tune to be of French origin; — not a 
blade of grafs efcapes him* He is as ro- 

buft, 



iai THte AMERICA KT 

buft, hearty, hartdfome, rofy-cheeked art 
Englifhman as you Giall wifli to fee i hef 
' has a remarkable fine head of hair, yet 
Upon our firft acquaintance at St. Quen- 
tin, he lamented with tearful eye, that 
his father confined hiiti in this noxious 
cliittate. I thirik it my duty, Sir, faid 
he, to inform you, that the men are all 
fcoundrels, the women all w — s ; ther6 
is no flavour or nutriment in their beef 
or mutton, infomuch, that my hair has 
fallen off through deprivation of radical 
moifture. If I ftay here another twelve* 
month, I expedt to become quite bald! 
We happened at the time to be walking 
through the market, which, adapted to 
the fize of the town, is as good a one 
with refpeft to meat, vegetables and but- 
ter, as t ever faw : upon my word, Sir, 
thofe cabbages have the femblance of be- 
ing good cabbages, fuch large on,es I 
never before beheld. I grant you the 

cabbages are large, firm and white,, yet, 

upon 
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upon honour, Sir, I know by experience 
there is no nutriment in them, they are 
notEnglifh cabbages ; this being a truifm 
I had no more to fay : though naturally 
a good-natured, and really a fenfible 
fellow, never did I find my friend look- 
ing at the bright fide of a French pro- 
fpedt until we came to Paris. As we 
drove up the ftreet St. Honore, his 
mufcles began to dilate to a fmile ; but, 
when turning to the left, our coach 
flopped upon the Pont-neuf, where the? 
eye takes in a prodigious fcope of build- 
ing, on every fide upon a fcaie bold, 
grand, and fuperb in the extreme ! while 
I was loft in fpeechlefs admiration, my 
friend exclaimed with an air of high fa- 
tisfadUon, blended with ftrong marks of 
furprife and aftonifliment, good God ! 
I muft allow Paris to be a noble town ! 
never before, not even in London, did 
J behold fuch a grand coup d $ ceil ! cer- 
tainly Paris, however, it may be fmailer, 

have 



I 
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bave lefs beautiful fquares, be left corrt- 
modious and comfortable* is upon a mord 
fublime (bale of beauty than London* 
The grand range of fine (tone houfes on 

each fide of the Seine; the princely 
building called the Louvre, one fide of 
which opens to a view of the Tuilerie* 
create a high idea of the riches, power* 
and magnificence of the Bourbon family* 
The ftreets of Paris are in general nar- 
row, deftitute of foot paths or trotoirs, 
confequently by no means fo commodi- 
ous as thofe of London. Indeed of all 
the cities I ever faw, Paris is the lead 
eligible for peripatetics of all denomina- 
tions, whether the habit arifes from po- 
verty, or her lifter, philofophy* If you 

are abstracted for a moment you will be 
brought to yourfelf by a broken leg* 
Reveries in the ftreets ,of Paris are ex- 
tremely mal-a-propos, tout a fait bors de 
faifon. From the incommodity of the 
s ftreets, the hackney coachmen are more 

numerous, 
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numerous, the drivers, if poffible, lefs. 
civil th an their brethren of London* You 
have only a choice of difficulties and di£> 
graces ; you muft either let a fiacre drive 
againft you, to the danger of your limbs, 
or you muft plunge into a heap of mudi 
to the daijger of your muff, chapgau bras, 
$uid all your Parifian parapharnalia ; it 
muft be eonfefled thefe bout de Paris afy- 
lums are very plentifully diftributed on 
each fide of the ftreets, and are the der- 
nier reforte of the walking inhabitants. 
Wonderful is the (kill derived from ciif. 
torn, and from a defire to enjoy the ru- 
ling paflioq. Looking out of the window 
of my hotel, this morning, I obferved a 
fe.tit-maitre about- five feet fix inches 

« 

high, he had on a coat velour depr interns 9 
3 rich Lyons w^iftcqat, gre de lind (mail 
clqaths, chapeau bras, cane, parapluie and 
a huge mqff. You would apprehend fuch 
a cargo was enough to overfet the poor 
gentleman. I admired his addrefs 

in 
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in the emergency. No general ever re- 
connoitred with more eager eye, or chofe 
his ground with more fedulous and anxi^ 
ous attention previous, to a battle that 
might decide the : fate of kingdoms ! I 
I felt for him, it was the Rue St. Ho-» 
nore,. the moft frequented 'in Paris ; every 
rude charioteer -whQ darted by my -little, 
friend, made me' tremble with him and 
fpr him. While he : glided. xm,tip T toe, I 
fqjlpwe4 hirp \yii;h njy aching eye, . near 
a quarter of 3 ijjile, and. I h^d the hjap- 
pinefs to find that hp fur^Qiinted aU hi% 
di^Lcijjifie?, without. the l^aft , foeck o$ 
his filk ftocT^ing^, or the le^ft ftain upon 
his embroidered veft. J3e^Je r fluttering. 

fitting thing { from uiy fou^ I cpngratu-r 
late your vidory, and I honour you fof 
your roafterly manoeuvres ! fo m^y you 
elude the dire mifliaps which await your 
profeffion ! fo may Bon Joti> the favourite 
lap-dog of your rnifirefs, forego his hold, 
and fpare your cbapeau bras I (p may 

* her 
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her peroquet forbear to confecrate to the 
goddefs, your fwan-like muff! Foreigners 
are not ib adroit. We had a rich citizen 
of Rotterdam, with his only daughter, 
yyho took a fuite of apartments in our* 
hotel, arriving in Paris, with a view of 
refiding three months, to fliew mils the 
capitol, and its environs. The morning 
after his arrival, the Dutchman fallied 
ovit to takp a comfortable walk, fee lights, 
and get an appetite to his dinner. The 
day before I. had offered tnyfelf, and had 
been accepted as chap er one to: the young 
l]ady ; in a few minutes papa returned, 
$nd never did J before fee phlegmatic 
Dutchman in fuph an immojrtalragp! he 
ftvore that, of all places in the world, 
Saris was the mod barbarous ; its inha- 
bitants were as boorifli as Tramontanes, 
were totally deftitute of breeding! a 
Qutchmap crificifiqg upon Parifian inci- 
<;iyiHty was a novelty that excited our at- 
tention ; he faid, he had been trudging 

quietly 
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quietly along, ruminating upon a pur- 
chafe in the Englifh (locks, when he wad 
alarmed by a fplafh of mud plump in his 
face, fucceeded by a cry of, gare Myn* 
heer, gare ! gare ! endeavouring to fnake 
way, he ftumbled into a d d quag- 
mire ; recovering, forking and adjufty 
ing himfelf, he advanced, ftinking along, 
ftunned and abafhed all the way by 
the hues of garq&n feruquie?s f the tHtiit" 
ing of grifTetts, and the chattering and 
grinning of Mar qui s y he beFieved they 
called theniv He, however, arrived a& 
far as the" barrier, whe# he was induced 
to halt by a fite of bayonets, pointed at his 
brcaft, and glittering in his eyes, which 
1% fberas Was, left he Chouid be in the 
way of the running -footman* preceding 
the chaife of Madame la Duclieffe de 
Chartrcs. finding the military law be* 

ginning to prevail over the civil, he 
wheelled to the right about, with a de-» 
termination to quit this execrable town 

imme^ 
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immediately, declaring that he thought a 
Dutch hogfty an abode much more neat 
and comfortable than the capitol of 
France. Immediately after dinner, he 
hoifted his fat-fided, though comely 
daughter, into a chaife de poji, and drove 
off with precipitation lingular indeed 
for a Dutchman! hurrying back Mils, 
bien h contre cawr, to dabble in her native 
dikes, far from brutality and French- 
men ! to acquire, far from Verfailles 
and Marli, the lafl refinements of poll* 
tefle, by frequenting the beau monde of 
Rotterdam ! ! ! I thought myfelf the prin- 
cipal fufferer, by the retreat of the indig- 
nant Dutchman ; for I had finiftied with 
incredible difpatch, and in the preced- 
ing evening had opened a battery of my 

French artillery againft the Dutch hulk of 
a daughter, which teemed to make prac- 
ticable breaches through the clumfy tim- 
bers of her left fide, I had alfo poured 
jn upon her a fliower des fetites louanger % 

I des, 
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des f elites attentions, et des petits riens 
tous nzufs de Varftnalde Ver failles 1 in (hort, 
I had fo egregioufly flattered Mifs, that 
I began to flatter myfelf Mils was upon 
the point of beating the chamade with 
an offer of carte hlanche> when this 
Wily Dutchman thus raifed the fiege, 
wrefting from me my prey in the very 
moment of vi&ory, and with dntchified 
Unhallowed hand, tearing away the laur 
rels which were beginning to wreathe* 
themfelves around my glorious brows I 



Farewell, 
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LETTER XIL 

Paris. 

t F the ftreets are incommodious for the 
walker, the noble and pleafant gardens, 
to which he may at all times have re- 
courfe, make him ample amends. Saun- 
tering in public walks and gardens is an 
innocent and falutary amufement, of 
which the French are much enamoured." 
The gardens of London, I think, are 
not comparable to thofe of Paris, either 
for the elegant defign of the gardens 
themfelves, or the brilliant drefs of thofe 
who frequent them. The Tuileries, Pa~ 
laisRoyale, Luxemburgh, Elyfian Fields, 
?md Bois de Boulogue, as efforts of art^ 
are undoubtedly fuperior to St. James's, 
the Qreen Park, and Kenfington — altho*, 
fqr myfejf, I think Kenfington and St. 

J % James's 
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James's Park more prodigal of natural 
beauty than any of theParifian gardens — 

Undoubtedly the fudden burft of the 
Tuileries, from the grand entrance of the 
Louvre, ftrikes the fpe&ator with an idea 
of the grand and beautiful, blended with 
the pifturefque and romantic, which enr 
chants the foul, and hurries him in ima- 
gination to thofe gardens of Elyfium fo 
fweetly fung by ancient bards, a faint 
femblance of which he fees terminating 
the view of the Tuileries, and like them, 
called Champs Elifes. Yet, methinks the 
hand of art is not enough concealed ; 
the eye of tafte is foon fated, and withes 
to range over the lefs gorgeous, but 
more natural, more fweet, more lovely 
Mall of St. James's ! Your fair country- 
women too, more artlefs, lefs gaudy ? 
more innocent, more natural, harmonize 
with the {imply elegant ftyle pf beauty 
predominant in St. James's. Park ; exaltr 
jng the foul of the enamoflrpd gazer- 

froi^ 
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From thofe lovely types of divine power 

to the Supreme Architect himfelf : thus* 
a walk in St. James's Park, to a man of a 
right turn of thinking, is not only be- 
nign and falutary ; it is alfo a religious 
and truly orthodox exercife — wherefore 
I generally prefer this fub dio worfliip to 
going to church. A fine woman, I have 
ever been of opinion, exhibits a moft 
perfnafive h pojicriori argument in fa- 
vour of a firft caulc. I own indeed one 
painful idea occurs to me upon the oc- 
cafion : I fee in St. James's Park many 
(hining female conftellations gliding in 
a fphere fb far above me, that it pains 
mine eyes to look up to them — efpecially 
when I look up to them with little 
hope of their coming within my fphere 
of attraction ; fo little hope, indeed, 
that I am fain to gaze upon them as fb 
many Virgin Marys — Now this is an 
idea that never ftrikes you in your ram- 
• ble through the Tuileries ; a French wo- 

I 3 man's 



i 5 4 The AMERICAN 

man's air and manner is by no means 
calculated to preclude hope — however 
a French lady may be determined to di£ 
pute every inch of ground, to make a 
bette defenfe, yet is the imagination of her 
admirer always -tickled with the ecftatic 
profpeft of being foon ufliered to the 
fanBum fan St or urn of the Cyprian templet 
I do not Jnfinuate, that chaftity is a 
flower peculiar to Britifti foil— Genius 
may hereafter arife in Holland, humility 
m Scotland, modefty in Ireland, and 
pure patriotifm in England — -and I do 
believe that chaftity, though a northern 
plant, will fometimes live in a fouthern 
hot-bed — yet certain it is, a Frenchwo- 
man totally degagee and detiU in her air, 
is alfo- in her manners more philofophi- 
cal, lcfs confined, lefs ftrait-laced than 
the ladies of your humid hemifphere. 



The Palais -Royal is a pretty garden ? 
the grand alky or mall in the ipring and * 

fun** 
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furomer feafon is enchanting. The tops 
bf the noble trees on each fide mutually 

inclihe, entwine their amorous branches, 

• * 

and embrace each other with expreffive 

tendernefs, exhibiting a natural and very 
iriftructive leflbn to the. brilliant animals 
<of either fex that fit, or loll in chairs, or 
play around the margin of the flieet of 
Water, or walk in the fliady alley below ; 
flaunting in all the elegance of faftiion, 

dazzling each other by the brilliancy of 
their wit; and the ftill more brilliant hue 
bf thefr drefs ; difplaying the mod at* 
tractive aflemblage of the beauties of art 
and nature that ever feafted the eye of a 
contemplative traveller* Paris furely is 
the native regioil of wit, politenefs, en- 
joiiement, vivacity, and total exemption 
from ferious thought and corroding 
care — gay, engaging* happy people, you 
fay to yourfelf every ftep you take in 
the Tuileries — upon my honor they ap- 
peared to me a fociety of itfelf, who had 

1 4 en- 
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entered into a compact to forget or laugh 
at every care, every ill, every anxiety of 
life ! — the whole group feemed animated 
by this one fingle idea — never could I 
trace a gloomy thought in the face of a 
full-drejfed French man or woman parad- 
ing the mazes of the Tuileries ! — the lady 
is eternally bowing, fidgeting, fmiling, 
languishing, or fhrugging her (boulders : 
the petit-maitre flattering, chattering, 
laughing, cringing, hopping, fkipping, 
making entre chats, and buffetting the 
ambient air with his red heels ! This air 
is certainly contagious. Falftaff fays, that 
he " is not only witty himfelf, but the 
" caufe of wit in others :" Co may a Pa- 
rifian petit-maitre boaft, that he is not 
only a coxcomb himfelf, but he infpires 
ftrangers with his native puppyifm. 
Would you think it ? I too have my reel 
heels ! and, fince I have arrived at Paris, 

, # 

I find I have taken wonderful pains to 
render niyfelf completely ridiculous, if 

ever 
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ever I return to London. 'With refpeft 
to my Parifian metamorphofe in general, 
it proceeds from fheer vanity, which 
you will fuppofe not a little gratified 
whenever I hear, as I flit along the Matt, 
in anfwer to an audible whifper, Voitit 
tin bomme de condition tCcfi il pas? — Ccfi 

monfieur tin tel, voyageur jinglois Mon 

Dieul Je I'aurait cru veritable Cavalier 
Francois I il fe forme r apt dement ! il at- 
trape la maniere de nous autresl appara- 
ment il a d'efprit ! I take fhame to my- 

felf, and acknowledge this may be my 
general motive ; but my order to my 

fhoe-maker for a crimfon heel was rather 
a political than a vain manoeuvre. The 
argument urn ad bominem 9 in plain Englifli, 
the driving the nail that will go, is a fpc- 
cies of reafoning to which I frequently 
have recourle : now you muft know, 
that a crimfon heel is a pajje-par-tout 
into many places here worthy of being 

explored by a curious traveller. It a- 

mazingly 
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mazingly fmoothes and facilitates an in- 
trodu&iori to the fofter fex; I Jove to 
dre& as a man of faftiion, calculated td 
the meridian of the fpbt where I reiide— 
pot that I affeft drefs niyfelf— — far from 
iu^-J put it on or off as a medium or 
engine of approach to thfc confines of 
fobiunary blifs — r-I will therefore, go* 
verned t>y this principle* without a blufli 
buckle on my crimfbn-heerd pump* ftand 
upon one leg or both, walk or hopi ac- 
cording to the reigning mode of the 
UOjjrt at which I happen to figure; Nay* 
I would go naked Were I to meet with 
fine women phUofophical onough to de* 
light in the contemplate of the wonder- 
ful works of nature ! 

. The boulevards or ramparts around 
JParis is a very fafliipnablerefort; They 
exhibit ;a beautiful profpeft* and may be 
Very well in the fpring and fall, but 1st 
the furamer and winter months they 

would 
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would (eem to be rather incommodious* 
However, in this, as in every thing elfc* 
at Paris, fafhion predominates over every 
other confideration, She gives laws from 
which there lies no [appeal. In obedi- 
ence to her mandate thoufands in cha- 
riots, on horfeback,* and on foot, run 
with cagernefs from the fweeteft gardens 
in France, in their own neighbourhood 
too, to joftle, crowd, and duft each 
other upon the boulevard ! fbme kick up 
the duft and mud, which others (huff 
up, with exquifite^ delight and fatifac- 

tion all return charmed, inchanted, 

fatigued, and dirty ! 

The garden of Luxembourgh, fo call- 
ed from the palace of that name, which 
looks upon it, though lefs flaunting, left 
gaudy, lefs gorgeous in her appearance 
than the Tuileries, fmiles in the modeft 
garb of nature with a wild luxuriance, 
highly pleafing to a penfive mind. The 

Tuilc- 
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Tuileries, the Palais Royal, the Liitfem* 
bourgh are filled with a ftyle of company 
peculiar to each. The Luxembourgh 

is the relbrt of the church, the robe, the 
faculty, politicians, and the learned in ge- 
neral — Here friars lounge ; here ftudents 
ruminate ; here ill-fated lovers haunt : 
here too, leaving my gay travelling com- 
panion, enveloped by the brilliant circle 
of belies and beaux, at the Palais Royal, 

• • « * 

I delight to retire there is a certain 

melancholy filence, a monadic gloom, 
which reigns over the Luxembourgh 
gardens that harmonizes with my prfe- 
fent feelings — here too I can indulge 
that air dijirait, very unfaftiionable in a 
Frenchman, but extremely natural to 
any man of tafte and fentiment who 
inows and is abfent from you* 

I fancy you are heartily tired with the 
long walk I have led you in the gardens 
of Paris. As they ftrike me to be one 

of 
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pf the firft agremens of the capital, I have 
detained you ihe longer in them — not 
(hat they, with all their natural and ao 
quired charms, can fill my foul — Abfent 
from you the celebrated hanging gardens 
of Semiramis would, to me, be a wil- 
dernefs- — with you the moft craggy rock 
in the moft barren ifland of Scotland 
would feem a revived Eden ! Scotland 
wpuld be fairy-land, the rock an in- 
chanted palace, and the cataract dafliing 
from the rock would, to my glowing ima- 
gination, feem the chiming of the fpheres! 

^ • 

The Highland hind's cottage would be a 
nuptial bower ; and- — the nuptial bower 

* 

would be — oh heaven ! — here defcrip- 

tion fails ! here too let me paufe left 

the mere idea of my immortal blifs ex- 
pite the envy of demi-gods ! 
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LETTER XIIL 



Paris. 

\K?1& are juft returned from a walk in 
the famous gallery of Rubens. The 
preceding morning we had pafled in 
Contemplating, with infinite de light; the 
colle&ioi} of paintings in the Palais Royal, 
belonging to the Duke of Orleans, I 
wifh with all my heart yoij Jiad been with 
vs, becaufe I am fure you wpuld have 
been inchanted by viewing with y ou V 
own eyes fuch mafterjy efforts of genius 
in this fweet imitative art. I am fure 
too that a defcription of them, however 
ftudied, would fatigue your mind, and 
leave upon it no adequate idea of object 
not to be equaled by modern pencils, far 
lefs defcribed by the pen of a novice. ^ 
could indeed take this qecafion to write 

• a very 
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a very curious epiftle ] I could make 9 
parade of great reading and learning ; I 
could ring the changes upon the techni- 
cal terms want of keepings boldnefs of con* 
four, harmony of defign—-Corregi6's ten- * 
dernefs of colouring ; Le Brun's flutter- 
ing of drapery; the glowing tints of Ti- 
tiano ! the beautiful heads of Raphael ! 
the rich flower? pots of Wanuzzen ! the 
mafterly execution qf Michael Angelo ! 
the inimitable clear obfcure of Caravagiol 
the horrible fublime of Ribera* and the 
l^ild majefty of Salvator Rofa ; and I 
(hould make you juft as wife after read* 
ingy as I was when I wrote & letter fo af* 
fe£led, fo trite, fo ridiculoufly pompous. 
I frankly confefs, that, though I feel ex- 
quifite fenfations when I gaze oh fome 
Very few of the great number of paintings 
adored by the initiated, I pretend to no 
Critical (kill in the art. Of painting, as 
pf mufic, I am an -amateur, but by no 
tneans a connoijfeur. Admitting that I 



was, 
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Was, ftill I think a laboured defcription 
of things, which to be felt muft be feen 9 
a kind of paper-fcratching very idle, ufe- 
lefs, and reprehenfible. Unread as I own 
niyfelf to be in the refined my fteries of 
this blufhing filter of poetry, fuffice it 
for me to fay, that the gallery of Rubens 
did not meet the exalted ideas I had 
formed of it. His conception is bold and 
daring, his execution always ftrong, 

fometimes mafterly ; yet methinks in the 
ftyle of Rubens a grace, an eafe, a deli- 
cacy is wanting $ there is a ronghnefs, a 
1 want of finishing in niany of his pieces, 
I know what I hazard by this criticifiji ; 
\>\xt to you I have ever been ac^uftpmecl 
%q fpeak the real fentiments of my heart \ 
ifio doubt I am wrong, and muft lament 
my want pf tafte, for Paul Rubens is 
eftabliflied by the Cognofcenti as a very 

celebrated paiqter^ Remember that \ 

except the lancjfcapes of Rubens from 

thi$ 
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this criticifm. I have feen many of them 
in a fweet and pidhirefque ftyle. 

With the paintings at the Palais Royal 
I was highly delighted — particularly fo 
with thofe of the divine Raphael, and a 
Venus arifing from the fea by Titian o ; 
to be candid, I confefs, that the pleafure 
I felt in gazing upon this Titian Venus 
might arife (notwithftanding the colours 
are certainly moft fweet, tender, and 
glpw.ing) more from the flriking likenefs 
the face had to that of a lady vyhofe ac- 
quaintance is my higheft honor, than from 
my power of difcriminating and tafting the 
leading beauties of the piece, I contin ued 
in the Palais Royal all that morning, and I 
£Oi fure I could pais two hours in the 
day.thfcre for fix, njpnths, and |he longer J 
gazed xhe more exquifite pleafure Ifljoujd 
feel, I flatter myfelf, could I dedicate 
fuch a portion of time to this ftudy, in 
^uch $ theatre, it would iq, {bme degree 

K form 
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form my taftc. I am apt to believe, that 
a tafte in painting and mufic is lefs in- 
nate and more within the power of appli- 
cation than is generally fuppofed. I 
have been told by an eminent mafter 
here, that he has known many people, 
by application and attention, dance very 
well to time, who, when he firft took 
them in hand, could not diftinguifh Han- 
del's water-piece from the black joke,. . In 
Xondon I always felt myfelf little at 
the exhibition of painting, *or at the 
opera. I confefs I was afraid and afliamed 
to praife a painting, however it iiiight 
pleafe me, without looking at the book, kit 
I fhould take the rude daubing of "-— — 
for the mafterly touches -6f a Weft, a Gain f- 
borough, or a Reynolds. At the ojpera 
I was ftill more out of my element!. I 
loft all patience, when I faw a great fat- 
headed fellow wreathing himfelf into a 
thou Garni grotefque, painful, and laugh- 
able attitudes, to exprefi what I fufpe&ed 

A he 
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he never felt, I flattered myfelf it was 
all ridiculous grimace and affectation, 
and I wifhed him and the performers at 
the devil. I fighed after plaintive Cale- 
donian melody ; afeer a fimplicity of har- 
mony that I could follow with my ear, 
while I execrated the quick, and, as I 
thought, unnatural vibrations of the Ita- 
lian fchool : but, when I return, I pro- 
mife you I (hall be a better judge of the 
bufine(s-^-ril boldly fhut my book and 
bet the odds, that I lay my finger on the 
delicate delicious fwellings, and point to 
the graceful attitudes of Reynolds — and 
at the opera, I fliall know when to ex- 
claim, with half-fupprefled fighs, Ah cicll 
an cor a I ancora • 

Be this as it may, with refpeft to mufic 
and painting, I prefer tendernefs and fim- 
plicity to boldnefs of defign or mafterly 
execution. I (till think Italian mufic 
would make more lafting impreffions, 

K 2 even 
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even upon the moft chaftened, refined 
ear, were it lefs intricate, lefs violent and 
iurprifing in its changes ; it would melt 
jnore though it aftonifhed lefs. In pain* 
ting, while I turn away my eye fated 
with the gaudy colouring df Le Brun 
and the Flcmifh fchool in generalt-r-I am 
never tired with the modeft demeanor, 
fhe mellow colouring, the air of mild- 
nets, delicacy, and divine fimplicity, the 
charafteriftics of my beloved Guido, 

The opera at Paris, you will readily 
fuppofe, excels every other theatre iq. 
the world for the elegance of its dancers. 
This is, I own, the part of the theatrical 
fare moft to my palate ; their ballets are 
inimitable ; my eye is highly delighted, 
and my imagination fired, while I gaze 
upon .a delicious e^quifitely-formed fe^ 
male, fwimming, vojting in the air, *n4 
exhibiting limbs that would force a dying 
$int to recoiled lie was a man, The 

powers 
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powers of the high dancers are inde- 
fcribable; they really recalled to -my 
mind the hyperbole of the Gafcon, who, 
obferving that he had been a fhining 
character at the late mafquerade, was 
afked what part he played — he afnwered* 
& la Gafcone, je faifois des entrechats — et 
que je nC ennuis dans Pair I 

I often frequent the French arid Ita- 
lian comedy. They are good fchools to 
learn the French pronunciation. I am 
not yet reconciled to the violent a&ion 
of the players — to me it feems outre and 
ridiculous: I therefore give the prefe- 
rence to the Italian comedy, where 
laughter and grimace are fo a propos. It 
tnuft be confefled however* that Le Kaia 
is a mafterly player in the tragic walk— - 
His manner is equally majeftic and pa- 
thetic. I never faw Garrick in Lufig- 
nan ; but I have been fo charmed with 
Ire Kain's a&ing in that charader, that I 

K 3 have 



i $o The AMERICAN 

have little regret on the account. The 
accomplifhed comedian Preville men- 
tions an anecdote highly expreffive of 
Garrick's command of mufcle. When 
Garrick was laft at Paris Preville invited 
him to his villa — Our Rofcius, being in 
a gay humour, propofed to go in one of 

the hired coaches that go to Verfailles, on 
which road the villa of Preville lies. 
When they got in he ordered the coach- 
man to drive off — who anfwered, that he 

would do fo as foon a3 he got his com- 
plement of four paflengers. A caprice 
immediately feized him ; he determined 
to give his brother player a fpecimen of 
his art. While the coachman was atten- 
tively plying for paflengers Garrick flip- 
cd out of the door, went round the 
coach, and by his wonderful command 
of countenance, a power which he Co 
happily difplays in Abel Druggef, palm- 
ed himfelf upon the coachman for a 
granger. This he did twice, and was 

admitted 
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Admitted each time into the coach as a 
frefh paflenger, to the aftonifhment and 
admiration of Preville ! He whipped out 
a third time, and addreffing himfelf to 
the coachman, he was anfwered, in a 
furly tone, that he had already got his 

complement, and would have drove off 
without him had not Preville called out, 
that as the ftranger appeared to be a very 
little man, they would, to accommo- 
date the gentleman, contrive to make 
room. 

The Hotel des Invalids creates a very 
grand idea of the magnificence of the 
reign of Lewis the Fourteenth. The 
dome is highly and juftly admired. It is 
in a bold, lofty, fublime ftyle, and richly 
ornamented with marble. An afylum for 
maimed foldiers was, in a great meafure, 
a debt Lewis owed to his people, as a pro- 
pitiation for his unbounded ambition — 

K 4 yet 
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yetlfhould conceive, that a walk in the 
Invalids was calculated to fill the mind 
of that prince with pain and humility, 
father than pride : fo mariy horridly mu- 
tilated human remains of his ambition 
muft have exhibited to him the dark fide 
©f his chara&er. A point of light in 
which we neither wifli to fee ourfelves or 
to be viewed by others. 

t/Ecole Militaire was buik towards 
the clofe of the late reign. It is a noble 
pile of building, and well adapted to its 
defign. At prefent it is Chut up, I am 
told, from motives of oecohomy, as well 
as from ah idea of its being ufinecefTary. 

r 

Count Saxe faid, when this buildihg was 
fuggefted, that France rather wanted a 
fchbol for niihiftefs than a military fchool, 
for every Frenchman was brbrn a'fbldiei*. 

The total difufe of this grand and iom* 
modious building feems a fine comment 

upon 
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tipon the idea of that confutnmate cap- 
tain. 

We have taken an en pajfant view of 
the churches. Notre Dame is a fine Go- 
thic building, a good deal like Weftmin- 
fter Abbey ; near the high altar, which 
b compofed of rich Egyptian marble, is 
an image of the Virgin, with a dead 
Saviour upon her knees, an admirable 
work ! On one fide of this image is a 
ftatue of Louis XIII. on the other, that 
of his fon Louis XIV. both in poftures 
of adoration. The high altar of the 

church, St. Sulpice, is richly decorated 
with precious (tones ; near it is an image 
of the Virgin of filver, as large as life. 
The windows of this church are curioufly 
painted. In the church of the Celeftines 
you lee two moft beautiful marble fla- 
tties of angels; their legsfcrid fefct are fo 
delicate, fo harmoriioufly proportioned, 
fo cxquifitely fafltioned, that the eye is 

never 
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never tired with gazing upon them. If a 
Frenchman were the ftatuary, I prefume 
he worked from imagination, for the 
French ladies are not famous for pretty 
legs and feet ; their legs, at lead thofe, 
with very few exceptions, which I have 
had the honour of reconnoitring, are 
enormoufly thick. Un pie mignon, a de- 
licate little foot in France is a pheno- 
menon. 

While I contemplate the beautiful feet 
of the angels in the St. Celeftins, I recol- 
left the barefooted Carmelites, I recoi- 
led the hiftory, the fbrrows, ahd mag- 
nanimity of Madame delaValiere. What 
a pathetic example of human viciffitudel 
This lady, born of a noble houfe, was 
many years favourite miftrefs to Louis 
the XlVth. of courfe had been long habi- 
tuated in the court of that polite mo- 

narch, to fee herfelf at the head of the 

* .■■■■■ « 

(plendid, the luxurious, the elegant, and 

the 
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the gay ; the objeft of the envy of her 
own fex, the admiration of ours ; envi- 
roned and dazzled by every allure that 
is wont to fafcinate the human heart ; 
and yet Madame de la Valiere voluntari- 
ly defcended from the effulgent throne 
of vanity, fpurned from her the rattle of 
ambition, which has fo often lulled the 
underftanding of the good and the wife ; 
with alacrity robed her delicate body in 
the fimple attire of a Carme de chaujjee ; 

with perfeverance adhered to the priva- 
tions of a molt rigid order, and, in her 
lafl hour, declared (lie had tailed pure 
happinefs, not under the canopy of a 
royal penetralia, not in the arms of a 
grand monarque, but in the lonely haunts 
of a cloifter, in the adoration of a fu- 
preme ! Blufh, ye haughty lords of the 
creation ! tell it not in Gath, no longer 
proclaim it in the ftreets of Afcalon ! 
that ambition and levity are chafa&erif- 
tics of the f<?x ; for hiftorians tell us, 

that 
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that this exalted being did not defcend 
immediately from heaven, but was really, 
and bona fide, born of a woman J ! ! 

Surely ambition petrifies the heart- 
much I fear that fome royal flight from 
the fickle Louis, firft induced this un- 
tunate lady to ficken at her iituation* 
Confcious that (he loved not the monarch, 
but the man, her delicate foul could not 
tolerate a rivalry di&ated by fordid 
motives* Had I been Louis, I feel 
that I fliould have fhrunk with horror 
from a throne braided with the thorns of 
ingratitude I I fliould have fallen at the 
feet of the woman who loved me, and, 
if it were not given me to foothe her ge- 
nerous foul into an a& of oblivion and 
reunion, quitting with difdain the anti- 
quated widow of Scaron, tearing within-' 
dignation the crown from my brows, I 
would have exchanged it for a tonfured 

headland, amonk, I would have confejftd 

la 
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la cbartnante de la Valiere ! A fine picture 
of her, as large as life, in an inclining 
pofture, is now placed in the church pf 
their convent. I beheld it not with the 
cold, fcientific, hypercritic eye of a mere 
eonnoifleur, I faw, or thought I faw, the 
noble foul of the fair Carmelite irradiate 
her features, and dart a gleam of light 
around the whole dome ! I gazed at her 
with the ineffable luxury of a congenial 
jmind j Ikifled her bare feet, thofe bleeding 
feet fo often lacerated by the ruthlefs (tones, 
with rapturous ecftafies, emulating the 
burning kifles that a fond lover imprints 
jupon the bandofhis darling miftrefs, in the 
moment {he Jlammers or looks the celes- 
tial yes ; and might my eager eyes, re~ 
fponfive to the feelings of a glowing 
heart, have been permitted to flafh Pro- 
methean five, and animate thepidiure, not 
Ypnus herfelf, a candidate for my choice 
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in the delightful undrefs in which (lie 
won the apple, would have challenged 
competition ! the mortal would have beat 
her hollow ! — let who would arrange 
with the goddefs, I am not proud, I 
pant after humble, but real happinefs* 
the wife of — — *s bofom fliould have 
been the charming dc la V alter e I 

Not far from the church of Notre 
Dame ftands the celebrated hofpital Hotel 
Dieu ; this charity is upon a mod extenfive 
and liberal fcale ; individuals of all ages, 
religions, and countries, are admitted, 

■ 

nor are incurables turned out, as I bc^ 
lieve they are, in all thehofpitals of Lon» 
don, where they are difmifled to perifh 
in the ftreets for the very reafon that 
fhould heighten commiferation, that they 

are incurable. The wards of the Hotel 

Dieu 
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Dieu are neat and decent; the patients 
are attertded with the utmoft alfiduity 
and tendernefs by nuns, whofe vocation 
it is to a& as nurfes in this hofpital. 
The Englifh are highly celebrated for 
their charity — as far as parting with your 
money deferves the name, you certainly 
are charitable ; but contenting yourfelves 
with this effort, which is indeed highly 
meritorious, you take little care that 
your donations are properly applied. 
The French give not fo much money, 
but they are watchful that all the little 
offices and attentions which fmooth the 
fick man's pillow, (hould be never want- ' 
ing. It is not uncommon to fee ladies 
of the fir ft rank performing the tender 
office of nurfe to patients in the Hotel 
Dieu, whofe fole merit is derived from 
their mifery. Perhaps the wafhing the 
feet of the twelve beggars, in imitation 

of our Saviour's wafhing the feet of the 

Apoftles, 
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Apoftles, which every Eafter week is 
performed by the King pf France, is the 
precedent from whence this fafluon orU 
ginates. Whatever may be its origin, 
the performance muft certainly be at* 
tended with falutary confequences— -fuch 
U the conftitution of man, that even 
upon the bed of (icfcnefs, where other 
paflions are dead, he is all alive to vanity, 

You remember, while the fair Beguine 
rubbed the limbs of Corporal Trim, 
what tender fenfations (he excited in the 
bread of that honeft fellow; notwith-* 
(landing aft her charities, had the Saint 
Svur omitted this ceremony, the corporal 
had never loved ; now, though the paffion 
of love may not be neceflary to the com- 
pletion of the cure of corporeal malady, 
yet it is allowed that pleafurable ideas 
wonderfully conduce to that end, Lei 
us <ftippofe the DachefTe of D — Hooping 
to the office of the fair ijeguirtt j how 

vivify-? 
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vivifying the confequence ! if the patient 
were not yet dead, every torpid limb 
would inftantaneoufly palpitate with new 
life ! and nature be regenerated by the 
magic touch of a hand divine ! 



Adieu. 
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LETTER XIV. 
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PARIS abounds in fuperb palaces; 
for the nobility ; they cover a great 
deal of ground, are elegantly and gort 
geoufly furnifhed, and, being buifc of 
fine white ftone, form, I think, one of 
the principal beauties of Paris. The 
palace of Bourbon, belonging tp the 
Prince of Conde, hanging Upon the 
Seine, would be thought a princely reU- 
dence for any crowned head in Europe T 
The reafon is obvious why the town 

houfes of the French nobility are, in ge«s 
neral, upon a larger fcale than thofe of 
the like defcription in England. It is 
the fafhion for the nobility of England 
to fpend a certain portion of the year 
upon their domains in the country, 
where they enjoy their freedom an4 
ranfc in a higher degree than at court ;- 

P 1 * 
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on the contrary, the French noblemen, 
and men of fortune live the year round 
at Paris, where they deem themfelves a 
forte to Verfailles, having little villas 
contiguous to the capital, where they 
fometimes dine, or give a petit-foupe to 
a few choice friends, and generally re- 
turn to town the fame evening. A 
Frenchman is never truly happy out of 
the court atmofphere ; the air inhaled 
by the lips of majefty is his congenial 
c|ime ; this is an axiom fo invariable, 
flat they have here a punifhment, which 
is termed a banifhment to your own 
eftate. And a grievous punifhment it is ; 
although called Monfeigneur, although 
looked up to, by the hinds around his 
chateau, with an air of adoration, your 

true Frenchman can tajle no power, no 
diftindlion,unlefs refle&ed from the royal 
fmile, beaming upon his delighted coun- 
tenance! Although, when exiled to his 
houfehold gods, he is himfelf a little god 

X 2 below, 
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below* the rofes retire from his cheek I 
he loles even French Vivacity, he fickens 
-^-and, if the agrimens of his wife, his 
daughter* his mother, or the irrefiftible 
charms of his grand-mother*, cannot 
ifaften the prince, or the minifter cannot 
prdcure him a recal to Verfailles, the 
lick Frenchman's true Mbntpeliei-, he 
fhrugs his flioulders, cries out, facra. 

Dieu I pejle / wiflies that a hundred 
thoufand devils may fly away With the. 
rfcigning Madaine Portipadour ! damn 
the minifter, blefles his king i drops 
tfear of refpe&ful love as he pronounces 
the facred word le roi I and, giving about 

* _ 

three half feconds to recolle&ion and me- 
ditation, he exclaims, e'en eft fait ! il 
ny a qtfun parti d prendre — he fends for 
His prieft, confefles, and dies ! 

* Allufioii to the prcdilcftioA of feveral Frtnch rao- 
narcfas for eld women. 

Thofe 
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Thofe little elegant villas of the nobi- 
lity, gentry, and richer citizens hanging 
round the town, render the environs of 
Paris lingularly enchanting; they have 
more the airof elegant cottages than coun- 
try houfes ; are all white on the outlide, 
which contrails happily with the verdanc 
waving hills on which they (land. With- 
in they are the fanctuaries of convivia- 
lity, governed by taile ; where genuine 
burgundy elicits pure genius ; where 
fparkling champagne, fermenting in the 
imagination, produces brilliant ideas ; 
where the wit of the men is only equal- 
led by the graces of the women ! That 
conversation at Paris generally takes a 
more refined turn than at London, I be- 
lieve, will net be difputed by any man 
who has had an opportunity of tailing 
the ielecl fjcieties of each — this is allow- 
ed ; but I do not think the real caufe 
has been hitherto afugned. It appears 

L 3 to 
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to me to refult from the cuftom, pre- 
valent at Paris, of not only admitting, 
but courting the literati to adventure 
into the beau-monde — in London learned 
men are feldom to be met with, unlefs 
you trace them to their own cells, break 
in upon them in their night-gown and 
flippers, or view them iii (heets at their 

bookfeller's — here you behojd them, ha- 
hi lie au dernier gout, blended with red 

coats and (houlder-knots, giving zeft to 
fetits foupes, figuring at court, or adapt- 
ing Ovid's art of Love to the genius of 
modern toilets ! With all the levity a- 
fcribed to this people, they certainly ex- 
ceed their more grave northern neigh- 
bours in a tafte for, or at leaft, in the 
encouragement they give to the fciences. 
I grant fome few literary Comets have 
made their fortune, and arrived at the 
pinnacle of fame in England ; but very 
few there are whole modefty or mauvaife 
bonte, if you will^ too often the conco- 
mitant 
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iiputant ofgenius, has not excluded from the 
haunts of the polite world, and the fn^iles 
of their fuperiors in riches, birth* and 
rank — rewards infinitely more pleafing 
to a liberal mind, than the mere accu- 
mulation of moiley, a fordid idea to 
which men of learning are fuperior. Be^ 
fides, in Paris^ a mail of letters may 
look up to a genteel annual income* as 
well as to literary hottours during his 
life ; with you it depends a good deal 
upon caprice and the chapter of acci- 
dents, if they live comfortably ; honour 
attends them riot till they are dead, 
when peradventiire their bodies, ne- 
glected, if not contemned while living, 
may have the gtory to rot with thofe of 
kings And princes. At Paris* the fex 
hold out a reward to learning, which, 
tyith a man of fentiment, is beyond all 
price. I believe moll: women of birth 
and breeding at Paris or Verfailles -would 

L 4 prefer 
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prefer the approbation and attentions of 
Voltaire, Roufleau, or de Berni, to the 
frothy adoration of a court meteor* 
Should fuch figures prefume to knock at 
the door of a mere rich citizen of Lon- 
don, Voltaire would be thought a plen- 
fant fort of buffoon, and might be ad- 
mitted occafionally to a Sunday's pud- 
ding and glafs of port, which he was to 
pay for, by making jokes for the chil- 
dren ; the elegant de Berni would be 
taken for a prefbyterian parfon, and 
as for that aukward bafliful dog, 
Roufleau, he might be fent to the round- 
houfe as a thief, or admitted to a glaft 
of two-penny, with the butler, juft as 
the citizen fhould have had a good or a bad 
digeflion the preceding evening, or as 
he had got a good portion of fcrip, or 
as omnium was high or low. 

Paris certainly is the true Utopia for li- 
terary men. But whither am I wander- 

ing? 



WANDERER. i$g 

ing ? I am chattering about learning, and 
learned men, to a fine Englifh lady ! a 
fymptom (b chara&eriftic of a fit of dul- 
nefs indicates an approaching crifis to 
my letter ; I dread to be branded with 
the name of pedant, and I bid you, 



Farewell. 
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LETTER XV. 

Paris; 

T^WO days ago Mr. C— m drid t drovef 
to the (land of coaches, called Lei 
Carojfes de la Cour > with an intention of 
going to Verfailles. We jumped into a 
coach in which a Frenchman * genteely 
drefled, had already entered. Upon our 
appearance he began to exhibit a French- 
man's natural penchant h fe faire valoin 
He ordered the! fjoachman* with an air of 
confequence, to drive off irtftantly ; who 

replied, that he would not until his vehi- 
cle was full, unlefs he would pay the 
fourth place. Cent mille diables t'emportej 
cries the indignant Frenchman, depecbe* 
toi % vous meferezmanque des affaires! vous 
me perdrez h la cour ; monte, allez vite — - 
ejl pour moi d 'entendre raifon dans un tel 

cas / 
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cast ejl pour toi, malotru, de contrarier 
un homme tel que mot 1 He then (hook his 
cane at the coachman, and raved and 
fwore as if he had been poflefled by the 
devil — He could not imprefs an idea of 
his confequence upon the coachman — he 
could neither move him or his horfes — 
he however had gained his point by 
(hewing away before Mejfieurs les Anglois. 
We promifed the coachman to pay the 
vacant place, and he drove off. Our 
companion, after offering the above facri- 
fice to vanity, defcended from the (lilts 
of tragic rage, relaxing to the good na- 
ture and hilarity congenial to his real 
di(po(Ition. 

The road from Paris to Verfailles is 
ftrewed with beautiful villas on each 
fide of the river. Six miles from Paris 
and half-way from thence to Verfailles 
you behold, on your right, St. Cloud, an 
elegant, delightful village, hanging upon 

the 
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the declivity of a boldly rifing hill, which 
giving the houfes the form of an amphi* 
theatre, exhibits the town in a full point 
of view, and holds out a ftriking object 

to the numerous cavalcades whidi are 
continually going to Verfailles. It was 
Sunday, always a court-day, and mord 
trouded than any other* I was aftonifh* 
ed at the prodigious number of people 
whom we overtook and who overtook 
us* Ninety-nine out of a hundred had 
frequently feen the pageantry, to arrive 
at which they now fo eagerly jollied and 
dulled each other— ^-but their avidity was 
yet unfated — to fee again, and again to 
fee le Roy is the firft obje£l of a French- 
man's ambition — In a circle of fifty peo- 
ple you will readily difcover the happy 
man who has recently been at Verfailles— 
his impofing air, his confequential look, 
the air of deference, if not of envy, with 
which he is regarded by the company, {9 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly mark him, that you cannot ini£ 
fake your man, 

At about half a league's diflance from 
Verfailles yon arrive at a noble avenue, 
confifting of three rows of trees, extend- 
ing quite up to the palace— the middle 
avenue is very fpacipus ; through this 
vifta yon have the firft coup d'ceil of the 
palace, which at a diftance makes afuperb 
appearance* At the extremity of this 

yifta is a grand parade. The King's 

(tables are on the right and left — they 
$re princely * but not fo grand as thofc of 
the Prince of Conde at Chantilly. From 
the (tables, having palled the parade, 
you enter through the gate of the iron 
pallifade into the firft court, flanked 
with four pavilions. From this you pais 
the gate of another iron pallifade, and 
enter the fecond court. This, tho' not fo 
large as the firft, is built in a more mag- 
nificent; ftyle of beauty, and prepares 

the 
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the mind of the fpe&ator to tafte the 
third court, which is terminated by a 
grand pile of buildings. Here is a noble 
portico, with three large doors, elegantly 
gilt, through which you enter the hall. 
The grand ftair-cafe is extremely wide, 
and compofed.of marble exquifitely beau- 
tiful* Againft the wings and front of 
this court there are feveral bufts, and in 

the center of it a fountain, adorned with 
gilt ftatues. The fide of the palace 
which fronts the garden is far the moft 
beautiful ; and, take it for all in all, 
Verfailles, though of made ground, and 
by no means eminent for that natural 
beauty of which St. Germains and Fon- 

tainbleau are prodigal, is replete with 
right royal magnificence. Many of the 
apartments are, however, too fmall for 
the grand ideas excited by viewing the 
external edifice. The Hall of Mercy is 
painted principally by Titiano ; a fuffi-» 
cient eulogium. In the Hall of Mars 

there 
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jthere is an excellent painting of the fa-> 
mily of Darius, fupplicant at the feet of 
Alexander the Great, by Le Brun — an 
air of tendernefs foftens the majefty of 
f he hero — rwhije he gazes upon his weep- 
ing Stutira> the CQnqueror of the world 
feems to have a prefentimefct of his ap- 
proaching thraldom? 

The Gallery of Verfailles is in a bold 
piajeftic ftyle. It is of a prodigious 
Jength, and wide in proportion. The 
ceiling, painted by Le Brun, reprefents 
the vi&ories of Lewis the Fourteenth. 
On the fide of this gallery, which looks 
upon the garden, are feventeen lofty 
windows-r-the oppofite fide is wainfeot- 
ted with loplfing-glafs — this has a happy 
effect, and muft be fingularly congenial 
tp the tafte pf French petits-maitre.4 who 
piay reconnoitre their fweet perfbns as 
jthey trip after their royal matter. Mod 

f>f the apartments are gilt. The noble 

front 
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front which looks upon die gardens is 
of beautiful flon'e. The vaft length of 
the Palace of Versailles, difproportioned 
to its height, at a diftance, gives it a 
heavy look. 



• » 



I have now introduced you to the 
gardens of Versailles, and were I to infift 
upon your parading quite throtfgh them, 
I fhould fatigue you exceedingly* They 
are immensely fpacious — are ornamented 
with a profufion of ftatues by mafterly 
hands — it would be endlefs to particu- 
larize. A ftatue of Venus mnft not be 
pafled unheeded.. Several young noble- 
men, pages of Louis Quinze, are faid to 
have died for love of this marble goddefs. 
The (latiie certainly conveys the idea of 

a moll: lufcious perfon. Had I not myfelf 
been fere-engaged to an animated marble- 
hearted goddefs, I might have met a fimi- 
lar fate.' At prefent a fig-leaf veils the 
beauty paramount to all beauties !— a 

ma- 
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manoeuvre dilated by the humanity of 
that celebrated moralift and politician 
Madame Pompadour, to fave the lives of 
liis majefty's pages. 

In the firft walk you behold feveral 
beautiful fountains, with dolphins and 
various figures of animals, out of whofe 
mouths water guflies to a great height 
and again defcends, in imitation of re- 
frefhing (howers. From this walk you 
view the famous fountain of Latona, 
around which are feveral ftatues, 
highly finiflied, reprefenting Apollo, 
Diana, and Latona, As you defcend 
you will have a profpeft of the rape of 
Proferpine, admirably well done— you 
recolledl how your favourite Milton hap- 
pily touches it ; 

" Not that fair field 
" Of Enna, where Proferpine gathering flowers, 
" Her/elf a fairer flow'r, by gloomy Dis 

44 Was gathered, Might with this Paradife 

« Of Eden vie." 

M At 
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At the corner of every turning you 
meet either a ftatue or a fountain—in- 
deed the marble ftatues, the cafcades, 
the labyrinths, the groves are fo various 
and fo pleafing ; the babbling of the birds 
and the murmuring of diftant water-falls 
fo delightful, that the fanciful traveller 
feems to wander o'er in chanted ground, 
feafting his raviftied eyes with gay fcenes 
and luxuriant landfcapes which beggar 
defcription. 

The Trianon, or fummer-houfe, is fitu- 
ated at the entrance of a wood, orna- 
mented in front by a lovely periftile, and 
fupported by pillars. At the extremity 
of the wings of die Trianon are two pil- 
lars, and on the top a fine balluftrade. 
From the noble gallery of this building 
you have a mare happy profpeft of the 
gardens of Verfailles than even from the 
great gallery of the palace— You here fee 

a mafterly painting of St. John the Evan- 

gelift, 
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gelift, by Le Brun. The rape of Orithia, J 
which you fee in the great hall, is a deli- * 
ctotis performance. You who are pat 
fionately fond of flowers would love to 
haunt the prettily difpofed parterres of 
the Trianon private gardens. They a- 
bound in the moft choice flowers, as well 
exotics as natives. The bafons and foun- 
tains have marble borders, arid are en- 
vironed by beautiful groves. 

We faw their majefties at chapel as well 
as at the grand convent. They feem 
very abftemious — The Queen drank no- 
thing but water ; which, confidering (lie 
is a German lady, is rather Angular. The 
King is of a fickly habit — Judging from 
the lines of his face, he will not be fup- 
pofed a fliining genius, but, what is 
preferable, a very good man — He poflef- 
fes in a high degree the virtue of (Eco- 
nomy — a very great becaufe ufeful vir- 
tue for a prince. He is free from ftrong 

M 2 paflions 



*8o The AMERICAN 

paflions— no darling vice has yet appear* 
ed — I am inclined to think he poflefles 
in an eminent degree that railkinefs of 
(bul, the chara&eriftic of the Bourbon 
race* 

I flood very near the Queen the whole 
time (he was at table. She feems ex- 
tremely affable. When fhe rofe from the 
table (he turned round and converfed 

ibme time with a lady exaftly before me, 

m 

fy that I had a complete view of her 
majefty. The Queen would have been 
called a very pretty girl had fhe been 
born in the moft humble fphere ; judge 
then how fhe muft be admired as Queen 
of the moft polite, gallant,, and loyal na- 
tion in the world ! Her majefty 19 fair, 
and light haired ; has not the thick lips 
fo common to the Auftrian family. In 
her countenance fweetnefs with dignity 
are happily blended. She is much ad- 
di&ed to drefs and public amufements ; 

fre- 
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frequently goes to the opera at Paris, 
and returns to Verfailles the fame night, 
as the King never fleeps in the capital. 
She fometimes appears at a court-mafque- 
rade, and affeds to perfonate the moft 
lowly characters. Her majefty lately ex- 
hibited in the character of a boulangicre % 
or baker's-girl, and diftributed her petits 
fains with inexpreflible grace**— when (he 

ply'd the Duke de N with her hot* 

rolls, he addreffed her in the happy 
extempore which you will fee in the 
rccufil of poetry for the lafl year 1 here- 
with fend, beginning thus ; 

Jantee Boulangiere % &c, 

To the gayer accompliflients of a pretty 
woman (he is faid to unite great fweeN 
nefs of difpofition — tiiany a&s of he* 
charity evince, that (he follows (baud 
faffihus equis) at an awful diftance, the 
(uptime virtues of our auguft Queen « 

M * We 
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We (laid at Verfailles three days* On 
our return to Paris we vifited Marli, 
built by Lewis the Fourteenth, It is a 
pretty fummer-houfe. The gardens are 
elegant. The firft curiofity, however, 
of Marli is the ftupendous machine that 
forms the grand refervoir, by which the 
water-works of Verfailles and Marli are 
fupplied. But as I have no mechanical 

head, and you, I fancy, ftill lefs me- 
chanical tafte, I (hall wave the defcrip- 
tion. From Marli we returned to Park, 
The next morning we drove to the ftib- 
urbs of St. Germains, to view the Gobe- 
lin manufa&ure. This I think the firft 
curiofity in France. With refpedl to 
delicacy of colour the French fcarlet 
cloth, as well as their filks, far exceed 
thole of England. The Gobelin tape- 
ftry is exquifitely beautiful ; the vivid 
glow of its tints and the happy difpofition 
of the lights and (hades are unique* 
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Boulogne fur tner. 

A N unexpe&ed and difagreeable event 
on your fide of the water occasioned' 
this retrograde movement. I expedled 
to be obliged to go to London, but a 
letter has met me here, advifing me, that 
the bufinefs has been arranged. I had 

» 

the honour of being franked from Paris 
to this place in the led-carriage of a 
young Englifli baronet, of great hopes, 
on his return from his travels, to whom 
I was introduced by his governor, in 
confequence of an accidental acquaint- 
ance I made with him at the opera. This 
young gentleman is all over Englifli — a 

high fenfe of honour, naturally good- 
natured, generous, fenfible, but impe- 
tuous, impatient <?f controul, replete 

M 4 with 
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with attachment to the cuftoms of his 
country, and with ineffable contempt for 
the manners of all other nations. Sir 
Harry was a very happy man at the pe- 
riod when our acquaintance commenced. 
When we are plealed with ourfelves we 
are the lefs difficult to be plealed with 
dthera, which was I prefume the reafoa 
the Baronet took fuch a. fancy to me at 
the firft interview. The caufe of his 
happinefs was lingular : he had betted 
ten thoufand pounds to perform the Tour 
of Europe againft time. In four months, 
upon three horfes of his own ftud, he en- 
gaged to da(h through all the polite courts ; 
fee every thing in them worthy of being 
feen by anEnglifhman ; take his travelling 
notes, anecdotes of great men, &c. &c. 
and, on his return, publifli the travelling 
thoughts and opinions of Sir Harry Hand^ 
In-hand. When I had the honour of firft 
beholding him he told me, ", it was now 
, a hollow thing — -he had two weeks, one, 

day, 
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clay, forty-five minutes, and fome few 
feconds to do his work ; he had fet his 

3 

flop w^tch by the Horfe Guards as he 

mounted, and, wind permitting, he 
could bring his horfes in at the pofl: of 
darting, within eight and forty hours ; 
but that fearing accidents, he had made 
running through the courts of Italy and 
Germany ; yet, in Italy he had been a 
good deal impeded by the numerous re- 
ligious proceffions crouding the public 
roads — he was under the neceffity of ri- 
ding over (everal priefts and devotees, 
whofe outre garbs and grotefque coun- 
tenances had well nigh made his hunting 
mare, though a fteady tit, run rufty. 
As for Spain, he had not lain upon a 
bed, or indeed feen a bed to lay upon ; 
he was obliged to pufli through whip 
and fpur, for the whole kingdom of his 
moft Catholic Majefty would not furnifli 
a bait fit to be fet before an Englifli 
horfe ; he would therefore pull up in 

France, 
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France, for he had really begun to have 
a better opinion of the country, fincc 
horfe-racing had been introduced ; this 
was, he conceived, the firft ftep to civi* 
lization in any country. He was making 
inter eft to get introduced to the Count 
d'Artois and the Duke de Chartres ; he 
wiftied nothing better than to make a 
match with them-mthey mud be all dupes; 
— far from being knowing, he verily 
believed they did not know how to make 
a horfe-flioe in any catholic country ; 

for which reafon he had taker} the pre-; 
caution to difpatch, ere he would verv? 
ture to ftart upon the grand tour, a cer-^ 
tain quantity of £ngliffy horfe-Ihoes, tQ 
be depofited, at certain diftances, upon 
the great poft-road of Europe. Without 
this precaution, he was very fure, he 
had never laved his diftancc. $e then 
afked me, if I would take a walk with 
him to fee the Tuilleries — he had npver 

yet feen them — It will give us an appe- 
tite 
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the to dinner, fays the honcft baronet , 
when I'll treat you with a glafs of port 
my banker has obliged me with at half a 
guinea a bottle ; you mud be fatiated 
with your d — d cholioky French wines 
— Before I could bow a content to hi* 
propofition, he {aid, with my leave, ha- 
ving on his boots and (purs, he would 
gallop through the Bo is de Boulogne, 
and meet us in the Ely Han Fields. Jfc 
immediately mounted, while his bear- 
leader and myfelf {trolled through the 

Palace Royal, to the Tuillcrics to inert 
him. However, before we could arrive 
aux champs Elifcs, we defcried Sir Harry 
on his return — he was on foot, examin- 
ing with accurate attention, and high 
delight, the two beautiful cqueflrism 
ftatiies by Coyzevox, bearing les deux 
Renornmesy {landing at the bottom of tlvcr 
Tuillerie garden. He a{kcd me if I knew 
from what Englifh Jiorfes thofc ftatii';* 
were defigned ; he could wifli to have 



/• * r 
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their pedigrees. J told him I believed 
the ftatuary had never been on Englifli 
ground ; he (hook his head, alluring me 
J muft be mifinformed, thatfuch thorough 
bred horfes could be the production of 
Old England only ; he 'was convinced 
that the ftatues were alfo Englifli ; for no 
Frenchman could have had fuch a tafle 
in horre-flefh, as to have executed them 
in a manner fo mafterly. I ventured not 
to diflent fro til fo learned a judge as I 
verily believe him tQ be in equeftriaq 
ftatues-^—Wc went on, and, at the defire 
of his governor, I had the good fortune 
to perfuade him to take a peep at the 
Duke of Qrlean's collection pf paintings. 
However, his admiration and panegyrio 
had been exhaufted upon the equeftriar* 
ftatues- — he glared around him with ^ 
look, in which contempt and apathy 
were blended, and then funk into En-, 
gliflh reverie, fighing bitterly-r-I feared 
he was lick, but he relieved me, by ex-* 

claiming; 
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claiming, with the mod woe begone 
phiz — u My dear Sir > what have I not 
loft by my governor's d-*— d hankering 
after virtu ! what a foft morning ! how 
the fcent would lie ! bad we not have 
been eating of frogs in this infernal town, 
we might have had a fup of mild ale and 
cold cut this morning ; I might have 
been in at the death ! I hoped to call my 
friend off from his hounds, by introdu- 
cing him to the Venus of Titiano ; he 
gave a fide leer at the lady— pronounced 
the model to have been a poor piece- 
he could have a finer wench at King's 
Place for a guinea ; and wheeling round 
from the goddefs, he gave a fmack with 
his whip which ftartled the Parifian pe- 
tit-maitres, and had nearly cut off one 
of the golden locks of Venus, that hung 
gliftering with fea-drops, and luxuriantly 
floating upon her neck ! then taking 
me by the arm, he quitted the Palace 
Royal, and hurried me away to dinner 

upon 
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upon a round of beef, corned under 
his own dire&ion, whittling as we retired* 
the technical terms, youks, forward* 
tally oh ! wind him, &c; to the wonder- 
ful aftonifhment of riiy Lord Duke's fcr- 
\ants, and the whole groiipe of Parifian 
tfognofcenti! they could not articulate a 
word, but contented themfelves with 
uplifted eyes and fllrugs of admiration* 
In mutual feelings of contempt, my 
friend was at leaft upon a par with 
them. Had the Venus of Medicis been 
there, or had the goddefs herfelf defcend- 
ed from Mount Ida to fafcinate the ba- 
ronet, he would not, (unlefs her deiti- 
fhip had put herfelf up to the higheft 
bidder, and confented to barter her per- 
Ion fro des foupirs Jierling) have ftaid a 
fecond to run the rifk of haVing the 
round over-done, efpecially as that had 
been the cafe with £bme beef-ftakes the 

preceding day, although he had in one 
day rode round Bel voir and Marli, and 

hurried 
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Jiurried through the Gallery of Verfailles 
in order to return to Paris to dine upon 
this Antigallican delicacy, to which he 
had been invited by a countrytfian. The 
port wine again recalled Old England 
and a fox-chace to his imagination ; he 

determined to fet off that very night, 
left he fhonld lofe the whole hunting fea- 
fbn— So fbnd am I of every fpecies of 
character, that I could not refufe the 
reiterated invitation of travelling with 
him, or rather with his governor; for 
Sir Harry, to fulfil the terms of his bet, 
as well as through Inclination, was to 
ride on horfeback ; at twelve o'clock at 
night precifely, he mounted, and faying 
he would order us breakfaft at Chantilly, 
rode off ; his bear-leader and friend fol- 
lowed in his poft-chaife. We flept moft 
of the way to this place ; we could only 
now and then have a view of our leader. 
Our motion was too rapid to lee any thing 
on the road. I could have wilhed to 

have 
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Hare liad more of his company; I long* 
cd to get a view of his travels — his im- 
petuoufity gave little (cope for my inter* 
rogations^-4ib criticifm upon one of the 
mod intlre remains of Roman grandeur 
now in the world, I (hall never forget; 
I aiQked him how he liked the amphi- 
theatre at Nifmes* " He faid* whilft his 
horfes took their feed, he had walked 
round it, and he thought if the huts 
within, and the rubbifli about die Arene 
were removed, it might make an excel- 
lent pit for a main of cocks* br an out- 
riding houfe — If Aftley had it, he would 

make a penny by it; but the d d in 3 - 

habitants of Nifmes knew how to make 
nothing but onion foup and (ilk ftock* 
lugs." This fpecimen of Sir Harry's turn 
for obfervation, increafed my longing 
after his porte feuille, but the (frort time of* 
our acquaintance countenanced me not 
in fuch a requeit — we were obliged to 
part — He would have laughed me out of 

my 
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my ridiculous defire to make the tour of 
Europe — faid nothing, but the hopes of 
taking in knowing ones, would have (up- 
ported him through the journey-^-He 
would be glad I would fpend the winter 
with him in Nottinghamfhire. I fliould 
have good dogs, his fecond beft hunting 
mare, mild O&ober, and rofy cheeked 
farmers daughters. He concluded with 
mentioning a refblution, which, as it 
does honour to his underllanding of 
heart, I will give you as the fin idling to 
his pidlure — He faid, it was by no means 
a love of money, but through a laudable 
ambition to immortalize Englifh hunters, 
that he had made this match, with the 
European map for his race ground — 
that he had two fillers, good Engliflj 
bony fillies, full of hard meat, anil 
(landing well upon their pins — that his 
mother had led them in hand through 
njofl of the watering places, and had 
ftarted them laft feafon at Bath ; but he 

N was 
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was informed that they had not yet gone 
off, which he imputed to their having 
more blood than money. — His father's 
expences on the fined pack of hounds 
in all England, a great, but neceflary 
cxpence for an Englifh gentleman, had 
been a heavy weight upon the rent-roll, 
and prevented him from leaving his 

daughters more than five thoufand pieces 
each ; but he would make it ten ; and, 
if either of the girls took a capricio for 
me, and I for her, he would give her to 
me, for he thought me a very honed 
fellow, only a little queer. Penetrated 
with admiration and gratitude for. his un- 
expectedly generous offer, to a character 
fo oppofite to his own, my heart fwelled 
too big for utterance ; I could not arti- 
culate my unceafing remembrance of 
this affedling mark of his partiality, of 
which a dranger and a fugitive was fb 

little 
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little worthy ! but the tear of gratitude 
gufhing from my eye, fpoke for me. 

I bowed, rung his hand, and he rode 

off. 



Adieu. 



N 2 LET- 









■"£■ 



196 The AMERICAN 



LETTER XVII. 



Boulogne, Montreuih 

T30UL0GNE fur Mer appears to me a 
vfcry agreeable retirement during the 
fummer and fpring feafons. There are fe- 
veral Britifli merchants fettled in it ; to 
one of them, a Mr. Ballyndine, I am in- 
debted for many marks of efteem and 
hofpitality ; he is a very fenfible, amiable, 
intelligent man ; and is, I am convinced, 
the chara&er fo often talked of, and fo 
feldom feen, a liberal merchant ! I am 
proud of giving this teftimony of his 
merit and my gratitude. 

I have the good fortune to have com- 
mended to me, by a friend in London, 
an Englifh gentleman, a very different 
character from Sir Harry Hard-in-hand, a 

Captain 
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Captain Seymour, an officer of the Guards, 
a man of birth and breeding, a polite 
fcholar, a man of nice honour, a very 
agreeable companion, and a gentleman 
in the moil exalted fenfe of the word- 
to finifh the character, in the eyes of 
a lady, he is alfo a very handfome 
man. I have the left fear of mentioning 
this circumftance, as I am told he is en* 
gaged to the mod beautiful woman in 
England ; you jwiU readily conje<£ture 
that my informer had not the honour of 
your acquaintance. In company with 
this gentleman, behold me beginning 
my fecond fally in the wide world, in 
queft of adventures. The day we £et 
out, we had invited to dinner our ami- 
able friend B , who with a fon of 

. Admiral Taylor, had juft arrived at Bpu- 
logne, in their way to Paris. I had the 
pleafure of accommodating them with the 
lodgings we were about to leave, at the 
the houfe of Monfietir PAvocat Rutier 

N 3 and 
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and his lady, a family in a very genteel 
fituation here, where they would live 

very well, and hear good French* Tak- 
ing a few glades of burgundy with my 
countryman B — e, to the health of our 
friends in London, we fet out on bidets — 
Arriving at Samers, inftantaneoufly, and 
in the fame moment of time, as if obey- 
ing a voice from heaven, we fprung off 
our horfes, paid our poft, and deter- 
mined to make the tour of Europe on 
foot ! Although this decifion feemed 
merely the effect of enthufiafm, upon re- 
flection, upon weighing the pro and 
the con, we found that it was good ; 
we recolledled that we were both debtors 
to cadi; the officer of the Guards. had 
anticipated his pay, the American had 
neither pay or eftate, the great men of 
his country having borrowed his fortune, 
without intereft, to amufe themfelves by 
waging war againft their king. Unincum- 
bered with horf$s, unembarrafTed with a 

load 
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load of equipage, or a numerous fuite of 
fervants, we fliould be enabled at our 
eafe, to reconnoitre each devious path, 
and every curious object, on, or near 
the great road— Knowledge too, whicfy 
is purchafed by the fweat of man's 
brow, is indelible. From our infancy, 
even to our gaudy years, our difpo- 
fitions inclined us to a partiality for the 

Groves of Academus and the peripatetic 

fe£l leaving to your fagacity, Madam, 

to determine which of thefe reafons had 
the mod weight with us* — and depre- 
cating the wit of thofe travellers whom 
kinder ftars permit to read men and 
manners, while they {lumber through 
the courts of Europe in well-hung poft- 
chaifes — befeeching them, that they 
would not lavifti their Attic fait upon be- 
ings fo little worthy of their attention ; 
that they would referve it to befprinkle 
their own memoirs, which, haply, may 
fave them from that ruft and oblivion to 

N 4 which 
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which their infipidity would feem to 
condemn them, — we took our refolution 
with a good grace. Our legs being firm 
and our hearts contented, we marched 
on almoft a French poft every hour. It 
was as fweet an afternoon as you fliall 
fee of a fpring-tide. The uneven but 
verdant country of the Boulonnois, fine- 
ly waving in hill and dale, cloathed with 
wood and refreflied by ftreams, ftretched, 
on every fide, a happy landfcape. The 
fun, haftening to hide himfelf in the arms 
of Thetis, illumined our faces with his 
oblique rays ; our faces fmiling with 
good-will to all our fellow-travellers by 
land and water, beaming philofophic re- 
fignation to the will of fate, and expreff- 
ing, in each compofed feature, a firm 
convidlion of the maxim of Pope, " what- 
ever is, is right" and that an honeft 

man may have a chance of walking as 
well as riding to heaven. We were con- 
genial fouls, yet, fearing fatiety, lome- 

times 
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times one or the other fell back, enjoying 
his own converfation, and inly mufing 
until he recovered the focial tone; for 
there are chords in harmonious conveile 
as well as in mufic — neither fhould re- 
main diftended too long or too intenfely 
ftretched, left they relax to the languid 
by one extreme, or from the other vi- 
brate harfh difcord. He who firft felt 
himfelfin colloquial tune would ftay&r 
or advance to his friend — we would then 
trudge fide by fide, chattering of philofo 

phy, of the belles Iettres, of men, of things, 
of women, and of heaven ! An odd idea 

came acrofs the powdered head of the 
captain of the Englifti guards — he thought 
it was a pity, that an apple-tree had hap- 
pened to be planted in the garden of P#- 
radife, as it was but too probable that 
our great grand-mother Eve, during a fit 
of the green-ficknefs, would have a long- 
ing to nibble at unripe fruit. The cag- 
tain was going on to obferYe, that had not 

file 
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(he eaten of thofe apples* t\Vo of her chil-> 
dren would not be, now, forlorn wander- 
ers, on foot, in fearch of happinefs from 
Dan to Beerfheba — But your chevalier, not 
piquing himfelf upon being fo very pro- 
found as his friend, and, learning from 
you to be very godly, to feel a high re- 
lpedt for the myfteries of holy writ, broke 
in upon the captain's theology, content- 
ing himfelf with lamenting* that there 
were many ufages in foreign countries 
not at all to his tafte — -He obferved* that 

the Supreme took pleafure in forming 

minds as well as bodies different in dif- 

ferent climates — halting the captain — > 

and, according to cuftom when any thing 

{hikes him, placing the fore finger of his 

left hand upon the left fide of his nofe, 

his right hand preffing the bofom of his 

friend, his look fad and woe begone — 

he thus continued, deducing, philofo- 

pher like, particular truifms from general 

propofitions — " What a pity, my dear 

friend, 



WANDERER. 263 

friend, that, in the beft of poffible worlds, 
the fouls as well as the bodies of the 
French ladies have a left delicate contex- 
ture than thofe of your fair country wo- 
men, lam more and more of opinion, 
that climate has an effeft upon the ani- 
mal as well as vegetable kingdoms ; and, 
while each country has its peculiar pro- 
ductions, there is in each an analogy be- 
tween the productions of the earth and 
of human nature. In America, plants and 
trees grow elegantly tall and (lender, fo 
the men and women of the weftern world 
are not ftrongly but elegantly fafliioned ; 
Flanders mares and Flanders women are 
the reverfe. In Holland, the very cab- 
bages emulate their High Mightinefles ; 
they are fquab, fliort, and thick. In all 
other countries you will find this rule 
hold good." — But to the (hade I was 

about to give to the pifture of the French 

1 

ladies — fo long, my friend, as thefe 
fweet creatures obftinately perfift to en- 
tertain 
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tertaiti their company, men as well as 
women, with a detail of their maladies 
and their remedies ; of the neceffity un- 
der which they labour of exhibiting a 
p<-**~e or a lavement > can one chace away 
.the, unhappy ideai that in fpite of all their 
charms, in fpite of the fafcination that 
accompanies all their fbotfteps, the deaf 
.creatures have! 

Ah Celia ! Celia ! Celia ! 

Caetera defunt-Hp. Swift* 

Jn vain do the admirers of this unfeemly 
yet philofophic cuftom contend, that, 
while the mind of the hearer is forced to 

dwell on this dark fide of human nature, 
a cafual concatenation of ideas will re- 
lieve the fatigued imagination, by lead- 
ing it to contemplate adjacent beauties! 
beauties which no pen can defcribe, and 
none but .an infpired imagination trace ! 
The contemplation of this lovely part of 
the perfpe&ive . is, I own, confplatory-*- 

yet 
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yet however cpnfoling, however reliev- 
ing to the eye of fancy, when we arc 
thu§ obliged to think of them together, it 
only occafibns an unhappy confufion pf 
ideas, which (hades and injures the more 
noble and divine parts of the profpeft I 
The French ladies pique themfelves upon 
being more polite than the fair fex of any 
other country— generally fpeaking they 
are right, but furely candour mull allow 
this 'to be a lblepifm in their politenefi— 
Let them but abolifli this one cuftom, 

M 

and I will forget they are mere mortals ; 
I will adore them as angels ! But, to 
purfue the chain of reafoning from which 
the French ladies have led me to de- 
yiate, according as you feel yourlelf born 
to tafte a particular ftyle of beauty, you 
(hould Chape your courfe to that corner 
of the globe where fuch beauty abounds— 
Does your heart beat high when your 
eye glances upon a little, delicate, fine- 
ly turned foot (un fie mignon) a leg firm, 

taper, 
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taper, and fwelling gradually as it rifes 
towards the knee, ferving as an outward 
vifible fign of delicious invifible things ! 
Are ye touched by delicate features, a 
completion where the lily predominates 
over the rofe ! Travel^ to my country, 
to America — Love you the fair complec* 
tion, a fliape fmall and elegant — cheeks 
where the rogue Cupid tranquilly (lum- 
bers almoft fmothered in rofes ! pouting 
mouth! lips moift, blub, and fwelling! 
Do you wifli to tafte fuch cheeks ! da 
you love to faiacl^ fuch lips ! Travel not 
not a£ all*— ftay in England — Do you 
figh for a fliape rather degagee than deltr 
cate, a. luxuriant head of hair, which 
tickles the imagination with the ambition 
of touching " hairs lefs in fight, or any 
other hairs!" — are you planet-ftruck by 
eyes glowing with fire and vivacity I 
teeth white like feathered fnow j prepoG- 
fefling phifiognomy — free, bold, eafy per- 
fan ! ftriking politenefs ! frank manners \ 

little 
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little attentions, little nothings, as \r\ 
French they are called, which, infinuat* 
ing themfelves infenfibly, make way to 
the inmoft recefles of the human heart ?-r— 
are thefe your objects, live in France—- 
here you will find all or moft of thefe 
accomplifhmehts even in a village maid! 
Do you pant after a fine neck, a bofom 
highly formed, delicate, yet fwelling, 
refilling yet tiling to be prefs'd ! a per- 
fon en hon point, full, lufcious, yet in 
fymmetry harmonious as a model ! hips 
which rife and fall as the nymph like a 
goddefs walks ! do fuch delicacies fti- 
mulate your palate, travel to the country 

1 .... 

famed for ancient virtue and modern 
mufic ?— Have you an Englifli roaft-beef 
appetite ; that is, do you hone for large 

joints of raw fat meat, fucculent indeed, 

» 

but diverted of poignant high-fealbning? 
pufh on to the Swifs Cantons, the Dutch 
States, or the German Courts— you cannot 
be taken in when you cheapen beauty at 

thefe 
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thefe markets— Beauty and butter are there 
fold by the fame meafure, by the pound. 
A happy expedient, by which German 
and Dutch petit-maitres elude thofe fre- 
quent and fanguinary duels, fought by 
impetuous lovers of fouthern climes to 
afcertain jthe fpecific quantum of charms 
poffefTed by their re(pe£tive miftrefles ; 
when fuch ^ difpute arifes between two 
nymphs, or two of their cjying fwains at 

Amfterdam, the ladies are immediately 
thrown into the fcales, being prqvioufly 
ftript, to the end that (their heads al- 
ways excepted) the Dutch n^ifles may 
carry no lead about them— In proportion 
as a lady rifes in the fcale, her charms 

fink in value ; in thefe markets you may 
cheapen breafts, white indeed like fnow, 
but in fize rather too luxuriant ; prodigi- 
ous hips ! and but I have ventured 

on to the brink of my ruin i here Jet pie 
halt !— you fee, my friend, 1 have fet be*- 
fore you all the difhes in Europe, fall to, 

chufe 



V- 
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chule according to your palate ; happily 
for you, you love fimp-lc meats, for me, 

partial as you know to ragouts, my de- 

i. . ■ - * • • ' . * • 

licacy is the fburce of mv diftrefs, and 
my travels in foreign countries, aggra- 

* * * . * 

vates my misfortune — for accuftomed to 
behold beauty array herfelf in a thou fa n$ 
different forms, the charms of flmple na- 

ture to m$ are infipid. In vain does a 
lady dazzle me with eyes black and 

ftreaming meridian fun-beams, if (he 

... •■ - .»• ' * . *• •. ■ -' l 

owns not a taper leg! in vain does (be 

(how me even a taper leg, if, as with en- 

thufiaitic ardour I travel on, the adjacent 

limbs harmonize not with the fymmetry 

of the leg and ancle ! unliappy deli- 

f...» * .'-••'. * ■ * j 

cacy ! for this I quit my darling coun- 

try ! for this, foregoing all hopes of 

fliihihgr of foaring' to immortality, as a 

general, or a conUi), I trufted myfelf to 

tfib horrid Atlantic, to waves, 1 to wind's, 

temp'efts, anct ftormsj for this I flee 

Albion, a country prodigal or limple 

tJeauty; for this, in coach, on horfe- 

O back, 



210 The AMERICAN 

back, in chariot, or on foot, I have, and 
I will explore all the towns, villages, and 
hamlets in France, Switzerland, and Ger- 
many — I will mount the frozen hills of 
Savoy — The Alps and Perineans finking 
before me, I will make my court to the 
haughty Spanifh Donnas, and I will at- 
tempt to foften the beautifully furious 
Italian Senoras — If it is not given me to 
fatiate my capricious hunger,by taftingthe 
charms peculiar to the fair fex of Europe, 
I will chew opium and fip coffee with 
the Cadi of Conftantinople ; and taking, 
en pajfant, a fmack of Turkifli beauty, I 
will travel to the polite court of Fez, — 
peradventure I may have the honour to 
be prefented to his fable majefty, accord- 
ing to the etiquette of this auguft court, 
riding in ftate upon a jack-afs — a cour- 

4 

tier on each fide of me, holding one of 
my feet, a privy counfellor mounted be- 
hind me, to whifper in my ear, as we 
move on, how I (hall demean myfelf in 

the 
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the prefen cc — at this cou'rt I have a pre- 
fentiment, I (hall fucceed. I flatter 
tayfelf J may, in time, afpire to the ho- 
nour of being diftinguifhed by the en- 
viable dignity of the baftinado ; after* 
which aggrandifement her gracious ma- 
jefty of Morocco, purfuing the dictates 
of her partiality, may venture to cele- 
brate the connubial rite between her fa- 
vourite American, and the moft amiable 
of her footy maids of honour ! — but I 
muft, however reluctantly, defcend from 
the myflerious beatitude of my nuptial 
bed to make a little progrefs in my 
journey. 



Ad i i tf# 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Montreuil. 

pJpAVING finifhed this fine digreffion, 
we quickened our pace, and* de- 
fcending a hill, about night-fall, we over- 
took a little monk, a poor Capuchin, 
riding upon an aft. He was of the fame 
order with Yorick's monk; but, after his 
pathetic chapter which I never read with-* 
out weeping, who will dare dcfcribe a 
monk ? Not I. Befides I cannot fay this 
monk had a very prepofleffing counte- 
nance. He was indeed no interefting 
figure, yet his face exprefled milkinefs 
of foul. He was rather old than youngi 

little beard, lefs hair on his head, fo that 
he had no need of the tonfure. His eycs\ 
little, bijt black and vivid. He might 
be verging towards fifty. His manteau, 

which, 
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which feemed rudely attacked by the de- 
leterious hand of. trme, arid had been a 
long fitfferer from rain, fnow, and hail, was 
about the letagth of the cloaks worn by 
the lower order of Englfth women ; no 
flroc kings, fahdals, much frorrt, fupplied 
the place of (hoes ; — aldioiigfi the poor 
Fellow was not above four feet fivte 
inches high, he held hi his hand a 
Herculean club ; his fliort cloak, his fan- 
dais, his club, lite little eyes fhining in a 
head large and fat as the ftoddle of a 

common-council-man, rendered him ra- 
ther a grotefque than an interefting 
figure ;— he ceafed to beat his aft, who 
brayed horribly every ftrbke the little 
monk gave hifn, immediately as we 
came fidd by fide,- aftd lo'dked dt us with 
a -futile* Tahflate this fmilc ihtb ttftttver- 
(al lfcriguage, ther cottftru&ion will run 
thus* Qenflehien, we afe denizens of 
the world, we ar6 fiyciable animals, 
&KSf& is a decency, there isf a propriety 

O 3 in 
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in our foftening the fatigues of travel by 
familiar converfe : in anfwer to this ci~ 

vil propofition, we faluted him in good 
French ; the little monk feemed agree- 
ably furprized at this, for we had on 
Englifh riding frocks ; Seymour too, 
though a perfectly well-bred Englifh i 
gentleman, had not yet caught thofe 
fetits-riens, on which Frenchmen are too 
apt to pique themfelves — Gentlemen* 
we are only a fhort league from Mon- 
treuil, we may go on at our leifure, with- 
put fear of haying the. gates (hut upon 
us ; befides I have intereft enoqgh, in 
the worft event, to introduce us all, for 
I am fourth coufintoone of the Montreuil 
noblefle, whofe power is aftonifhing. In 

his difcourfe he, now and then, mingled 
a word of bad Englifh, of which \\c feem- 
pd not a little proud ; he told us he had 
the good fortune to learn Englifh of an 
Jrifli footman to an Englifh Lord, with 
jyjiom he h^d lived in habit& of jntiipapy 
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at Dunkirk ; he afked us whether the 
Englifh Monks, Abbes, and Bifhops tra- 
velled on foot or upon afles ; we informed 

him that we had neither Friars or Abbes in 

England, and that Englifh Bifhops were 

too rich and too dignified to beflride 

jack-afTes ; then, quoth the monk, they 

are prouder than their Lojrd and mailer, 

who rode poft to Jerufalem upon an afs, 

perhaps not better than mine. This 

poor creature, miferable in himfelf, de* 

rived confequence from the number and 

influence of his order, *' although his 

habit was coarfe, his purfe empty, and 1 

lie rode upon a jack-afs," yet, Dieu foif 

hue, he drank almoft daily, very good 

wine, of which we might be convinced, 

would we honour his brethren with our 

company at dinner the next day.. The. 

recolleftion of this good wine dilating 

his mufcles, made him laugh fo cordially, { 

jthat.be (hewed every tooth in his head, 

&ft$l then be finacked his lips as if he had 

O4. ji»ft 
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juft imbibed a glafs. Barring a little ro- 
guery, of which this poor fellow feemed 
deftitute, this is the portrait of capuchins 
in general ; few of them have I feen, 
whole looks and manner were not re- 
volting ; yet, how pathetic the defcrip- 

tion of Sterne, how he makes you love 

-* • * 

the haplels Pere Lorenzo ! a propos of 

' * 

Mr. Sterne, fince I have lived in France, 

■ • * 

I have learned to admire his genius ftilf 
more, if poflible, but I am lefs afFefted 
at his interefting defcriptions, becaufe I 
believe they were not taken from nature, 
but were the work of his own brain. I 
enquired particularly of MonfieurDeflein 
about Pere Lorenzo, he affured me, that 
po monk any way anfwering that de«* 
fcription, ever in his time, lived at Ca- 
lais ; indeed, whoever has refided much 
in catholic countries, will have his mind 
made up relative to the chapter of. the 
monk ; the difciples of St. Francois, with 
a few illuftrious exceptions, at the head 

of 
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of wjiich was GanganejJJ, are little 
cfteemed either by the clergy or laity of 
catholic countries ; they too often merit 

the appellation of fturdy-beggars ; they 

are fo importunate, that a modrfi ftran- 

ger cannot elude their demands. I (hajj[ 

t 

never forget an Irifh Recollet, who had 
the urbanity to pay me a vifit during 
ipy refidence at St. Quentin, in fpite of 
die endeavours of my valet, who well 
knowing the object of his vifit, and* 
thinking tj^at a fugitive could little bear 
fleecing from two rogues a(: onc^, told, 
him that his mafter was that moment go- 
ing to gallant fome ladies to their villa ; 
but capuchins ai;e dull at taking hints, 

the brawny Hibernian monk brufihed 
by my fervant, and without knocking, 

flood confeded before me. 

* * ■ . • 

Monk. Bon jour, Monfieurje Cbeyajiitr---^ 
an m 9 a dit que vous ete$ * Bo [Ionian — 

» 

VTh? commoo n«ne at this time given io France to* 
the North American*. 

Ameri- 
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American. — Monfieur, mon faint pere, 
fai Vhonneur de vous faluer, ayez la bonte 
de prendre un fateul — et faites tnoi la grace 
de me faire [avoir h qui parlc-je ? h qui 
aurai-je Vhonncur de faire mes remerci- 
tnens de P bonne tete de cette vifite? votrc 
noniy Monfieur f s'il vous plaits — 

% Monk. I am called : I 1 was born 

ill Ireland — I had a brother in your very 
province — he was a celebrated phyfician, 
very rich, rode in his coach ; without 
doubt lie was known to you— 

yfmer. I have heard of hiiq, my holy 
father ; I have, indeed, feen him ; but 
he was not then in a coach, he was upon 
a forry pony — I am told, he was happy in 
his manner of playing upon a fiddle and 
drawing of teeth — he died about a ye;ar 
before I quitted my country — Your niece, 
a buxom young hufly, very pretty, left 
her mother a little while after the death 

"'" of 
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of her father, to throw herfelf into the 
road of fortune, or perhaps to vifit her 
rich Irifti relations. The tea-tables of our 
parifh hinted that our Governor had the 
benevolence to offer Mifs ia ftate-room in 
the famefliip, and adjacent to his own — 

» 

but I will not vouch for this. 

Monk. Very poffible. The jade has 
her allurements, and I venture to affert, 
your Governor would have been content 
with her manner of comporting, herfelf 
in fuch a trying fltuation. At prefent 
flic ftarves, for the love of God, in a 
miferable convent in Flanders, far from 
the douceurs of Governors. What a pity 
(he had the ftupidity to decline an eligi- 
ble arrangement with this gentleman ; as. 
you tell me he is a man of wit, of pre- 

dile&ion for the fex, and has been an 
officer in the guards, (he would have 
been happy in his fbciety. Though a 

$apucin myfelf, I am quite fenfible that 

a de* 
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a decent arrangement with a ^governor 
is preferable to meagre fare in a con- 
vent — but the I— ^ — family were ever 
jnulifh jQUe muft fiiifer for her con- 
tumacy 

Amer. I am inclined to be of your 
opinion; but (looking on his watch) how 

chggrined J 9m, my dear Sir, to be un- 
able longer tQ tafte your fociety ; an un- 
lucky pre-engagement permits me not 
a continuation of my happinefs. In 
france, you know, we are flaves to the 
prince, fUves to the church, to the 
army, and, tp complete our misfortune, 
we are (laves alfo to the ladies-— 

Monk. Yo» are in the right, Sir; 
Fraaee is a vtttatious country — 

. jfyw* P^rcjoifc m«* ray holy father, I 
va& fpeaJiing of their misfortunes^ ne€ 
9/ t&sir crimen, Ffiance is, m itfeWy a 
^nppy country; tb« climate and- the 

man- 
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manners mild ; the gentlerften, tliofe 06 
the array particularly, elegantly police ; 
the ladies have the moft engaging atf* 1 
drefs and moft brilHa»t eyes. I fhall b<£ 
ever indebted to the attentive civility of* 
the men and the* tender friendship -of' the 1 
women. I never cou*iteiian*e theleaft rt^' 

* 

fle&ion upon the French nations Befides^ 
holy father, as you live by the bounty of* 
the French people, thte leaft in(inua£iof*< 
againft themis, in you* . moft utafeemly;- 



t* . 



MonL Keep yourfelf cool, Sk; yott- 
are born in a hot country; your zeal- 
tar the French has urged you to hazard a' 
very odd argument* If the poor French^ 
people might reckon upon the protec- 
tion of all the tonfured heads whom they/ 
fupport, they would have for their friends ? 
a third of the kingdom: for* that will be* 
found the proportion of property in the 
hands Tof the^ church* But we monks 

treat the people, as the peaiant does hv* 

afs. 
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afs. We ride them, male or female as 
it may happen ; we goad them — and, if 
they manoeuvre badly, we reiterate the 
fpur. But there is'a diftin&ion in favour 
of the honeft afs — when he is fpurred, 
he is allowed to confole himfelf by bray- 
ing moft heartily ; but the poor of ca- 
tholic countries muft not indulge the 
luxury of fighs and groans. This would 
be a crime inexpiable in the eyes of 
their proud mafters I What ! perfuade a 
churchman to be grateful to thofe who 
give him bread ! You are difpofed to be 
pleafant, Sir ! Were Peter, James, or 
Paul, or our BleflTed Matter himfelf, with 
his old fafhioned habit, now upon earth, 
think you they would have a general in- 
vitation to dine at the houfe of Monfieur 
PAbbe, who tops his part as a man of 
wit and fire in a Parifian circle ? 

Amer. Upon my foul, father, I fear 
not. Perhaps indeed our Redeemer 

might 
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might now and then, for decency fake, 
be invited, provided always that he came 

full dreft — that is to fay, that he put off 
his coat made without a feam, and con- 
ferred to give into the rage — to the end 
that Madame laMarquife might not bluft* 
to receive from his hand her fallen fan, 
nor Madame la Comptefle the Brelan 
fifb — But how I am embarrafled by this 
unlucky engagement — 

Monk, apropos, Monfieur^-you have 

juft been writing -What letters are 

thofe ? 



, jimer. A modeft queftion ! Father, 

thefe are letters which I write ta my re- 
lations and friends in America. It is 
true that war, that plague of human 

kind ! War, the vicious hobby-horfe 

which my beloved countrymen are now 
riding through thick and thin, will pre- 

vent my tranfmitting them But, in 

throw- 
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throwing my thoughts upon paper, I fed 
my mind relieved froth a nielanchojy 

weight It is a fweet pleafiire to con* 

verfe, ^ven ideally, with iliofe we love — 

* Monk. But it is poffiblb yoti may have* 
an occafion of fending yout letters* I' 
wifh fo with all my heart, becaufe, while' 
you walk out, I will make ufe of your 
pen and ink, to write to my fifter and 
nieces — Poor things, they will be charm- 
ed with abetter from their uncle — Yovt 
will put thefe letters in your envelope; the 
charge will be fmall. 

Artier. Bagatelle, bagatelle/ don't men- 
tion it— you do me honour- JBiit, my* 
drar Sir, I mtift qtfit yoii. My' valet will 
bfc flattered by * your orders. He will ferVis? 
yott" tea A I'Jhgloife, or f cajfe, petit pdtfc* 
cream and flra Wherries' i laFrahgoife — - 
You are in "your oWn houfe, my father ; 
think' yourfelf f fo, and be at yotir eafe~~ * 

I leave 



\ 



WANDERER. ti$ 

I leave you with regret , penetrated with 
your humility, modefty, and urbanity, 
and have the honour to be, with my 
whole heart, Sir, your mod obedient 
humble fervaht — 

Monk. Stop, Sir, pray flop — 

Amcr. Can I be ufeful to you, Sir ? 
pray command me, fpeak frankly. 

Monk. Look at thofe feet— behold that 
leg— 

Amer* Hem-— Sir-^I do behold them ; 
the feet as well as the leg (eem to want 
foap — the foot has but half a (hoe j but 
for the leg — ■ 

» 

Monk. »Tis lame, Sir — Well—It is a 
long and tirefome road from St» Quell* 
tin to Douay, the town where I live; 
the fun, is very hot, and, hard fortune, 
although my brother lolled in his coach, 

I have -not a fingle fdus ! Without money 

P there 
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there is no place for me in the diligence* 
You, Sir, have felt the frowns of fortune : 
the ears of the unhappy are ever open to 
the complaints of a feliow-fufferer. Ma- 
dame H , Monfieur P your ac- 
quaintance, have befriended me — 

yitner. Madam H— — is the wife of a 

general, Mr. P- the only fon of a 

gentleman of two thoufand a year— pof* 
fibly he will be heir to the title and eftate 
of Lord O — y — . I am a poor fugitive, 
I am almoft a capuchin — But here is two 
crowns. It is my wifli I could do bet- 
ter, but I am not able — 

Monk. I am much obliged to you* 
Sir — Your addrefs — I am not like my 
order in general; I am no beggar — I 
mean to repay you — 

jAmer. Sir, I wifli no repayment, I am 
too well paid in having the honour to be 
tifeful to you. What little I have given, 

freely I give for the love of God— 

MonL 
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Monk. Sir, you are a gallant gentle* 
man* 

Amcr. Father, you ate too partial \ 
but I am beyond my hour — I mud bid 
you adieu* I quit you, highly fenfibltf 

of the politenefs of your vifit. 1 then 

broke away f and ordered my fervant, 
after the friar had his tea, to get rid of 
him by fome finefle — I went away, hap* 
py to get clear for two French crowns, 
and heartily praying, that the devil 
would have the betievolence to fly away 

r 

with the whole capuchin tribe. My fer- 
vant told him, that Mr. P had com- 
pany with him j that there would be 
very good eating- ; that his mafler would 
be there, and mofl of the Englifh gen- 
tlemen — Paint to yourfelf an interview 
between this giant inTable and little Petite 
rieu, who Is by nature Co delicate that, 
even in trance, it fubje&s him to the 
imputation pf being fuppofed a beautiful 

Ta EngliO* 



v-> ■, 



228 The AMERICAN 

Englifh girl in boy's cloaths. Suppofe 
you fee this little Adonis fitting of a Sum- 
mer's moon-fhine night in his arm-chair ; 
his face fuffufed with a languid (mile; 
his night-gown of white muflin, quilted 
and doubled with gris de lind taffete ; his 
green flippers, embroidered with filver 
and crimfon Cupids ; his fine hair fii- 
ftained by a comb, mother-of-pearl ftud- 
ded with emeralds ; his little Italian 
bitch Cloe on one arm of his fateuil, his 
fquirrel on the other ; his chamber with- 
out lights, left the glare of the candle 
might injure his completion ; the moon 
flione upon him ; and, leaning at the 
window, he played upon his mandolin a 

tender Italian air, accompanying it with 
his voice broken by his fighs ; his fpaniel 
and fquirrel looking wiftfully and charm- 
ed with his fong — Behold the Irifli friar 
break in upon him with the menacing 
air of a French drum-major I he had alfb 
a very ftrong refemblahce of his mother, 

who. 
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who* as I fince learned, had the honour 
to be the grand-daughter of the famous 

Cartouche, who dying, like many great 

men, fuddenly, the poor girl, deprived 

of fuch an illuftrious prote&or, conde- 

fcended to give her hand to an Irifli fer* 

jeant in the pay of his mo ft Chriftian ma* 

jefty. Some time after this alliance the 

Hibernian took French leave of his co* 

lours, and retired, with his beloved wife, 

to the kingdom ; where, yepofing under 

\%\s laurejs, he led a philofophic life. Their 

little villa happening to be burnt the 

very night Mrs. J- found (he had oc- 

cafioo for obftetric aid ; on a bog adja- 
cent to their domain the lady was deli- 
vered of the hero who now glares his ox* 
eyes upon the lucklefs defcendant of the 
renowned Duke of O———. The fecne 
ftruck m$ ft> forcibly that it is this mo- 
ment before my eyes ! the petit-maitre 
did not recognize him* He believed, 
tint the devjj himfdf had honoured him 

P 3 m with 
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with a vifit to fly away with him, in pu- 
nifliment of the enormous crime of hav- 
ing touched his cheeks with a little Spa- 
nifh wool — He gave a dreadful (hriek, 
and fell fainting on the floor, (battering 
his mandolin in the fall! His fquirrel 
lMd hold of his left ear, fcratching, di£ 
eompofing his curls, and muttering in. 
the ear of his matter, as if he was anxi- 
ous to know the reafon of his difcomfi- 
ture ; but in vain 4ie teftified his curio- 
fity : his beloved matter heard nor him, 
nor the indignant barking of little Chloe, 
who tore the Capuchin's robe, and, bury*- 
ing her teeth in his lame leg, made him 
roar and dance round the room like a 
half-ftrangled bear. When I had returned 
to my lodgings, the moment my rogue 
of a fervant told me the trick he had 
played my friend rather than my enemy, 
I dreaded the melancholy coniequeiices. 
I immediately ran to the afliftancc of lit* 
tje Petitrrien* The howlitig of tht dog, 
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the bellowing of the Capuchin, and the 
cries of my friend's Italian valet, con- 
vinced me that I had reafon for my fears. 
On entering the room the fcenc was irre- 
fiftibly ridiculous. I enjoyed it a few 
moments, and then leaving the field of 
battle free for the dog and the monk, I 
threw a pail of cold water upon the 
Petit-maitre and the fquirrel. The one 
(tampered off, the other opened his eyes ; 
but he was not right for fomc minutes : 
he ftill believed he was vis-A-vis du diable. 
He was going to relapfe in a fainting fit! 
I ordered candles. I made the Capuchin 
turn four or five times round the Petio- 
maitre, who, as he turned, followed him 
with anxious eye. At length he recol- 
lefted his habiliments J and, as the Capu- 
chin had now got the weather- gage of the 
Petit-maitre, he began to fnuff up certain 
odours, lefs aromatic than thofe which 
load the gales in Araby the Bleft, ex- 

P 4 haling 
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haling from the monk's flrin. Thefe be- 
ing a fuccedaneum for afla fetida, began 
to revive Petit-rien. He recognized the 
monk, and conceived the trick I had 
played him. Gentle creature! he is too po- 
lite, too delicate to fcold, far lefs to fwear, 
but he proteftcd by his laylbck gloves, 
that he would not give me a boquet for 
ever fo long! In the mean time he^be- 
feeched me to drive away the fable mpn- 
fter. I ordered his Italian to infinuate 
into the monk's paw a fix livre piece, 
and he retired — But this rogue of a 

monk has induced me to be guilty of a 
piece of rudenefs to his brother of Mon-* 
treuil. The poor, little fellow, had the 
mortification to find the gates of Mon- 
treuil fhut-*— He was in a fearful paflion, 
that they opened not at the will of a 
monk, who had for his relation a noble~ 
man of the town. Captain Seymour and 
I clambered over the gates, and' ttyrew 

an 
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an argument, that is, a four-and-twenty 
(bus piece, to the centinel — The gate 
immediately flew open as if of itfelf. We 
politely received the little monk and his 
jack-afs. We invited them both to fup 
with us at the fign of the Crown of 

JTraacs ; where we found a roafted ca- 
pon, a wild duck, fricafTeed hare, a 
fa 1 lad, and a ftafk of pretty good Bur* 
gundy/ We are how at fuppen It has 
coil me many flieets of paper to make 
out eight leagues of my travels* You 
muft be as tired with the length of my 
letter as I am . with the length of my 
walk, 



Good Nighi\ 



* * « 



. * 



,!... 
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LETTER XIX. 



' Abbeville la Pu ee lie, 

A FTER (upper we called a council, 

to determine upon the plan of our 

pedefirian travels, Seymour's fervant 

iupped in the room next to us with 
his companions of the diligence* While 
we walked he rode to attend our bag* 
gage — Befides, Frank being a man of 
the world, and of a convivial turn, 
and following, with unequal ftep, his 
younger and more robuft mafter, had 
given a good deal into faftiionable difli- 
pation, by which he had acquired an 
occasional flight attack of the gout. His 
matter therefore was too humane to al- 
low him, as he feemed difpofed, to walk 
syith us— -unfupported by our enthufiafm 
" T it 
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it would have been too fatiguing for the 
•poor fellow : we refolved therefore that 
we would fend our fervant before with 
our baggage, ordering him to flop at any- 
great town Until we overtook him. We 
were to follow as inclination and the cu» 
riofldes of the road permitted. Juft as 
we had arranged our line of march, 
Franeifco came into the room to attend 
our commands ; but the fille de chambrc 
having informed , us* . that there was a 
•Portuguefe Cavalier topping with the 
party who came in the coach, who was, 
in heit opinion, a polite, pretty gentle-' 
man, and a great favourite with the fair 
part of his fellow-travellers — Thinking it 
a pity to degrade the poor fellow, when 
he entered the room hismafter gave him 
a hearty (hake by the hand — was happy 
to meet with his friend fo unexpectedly — 
made him drink a gtafs of Burgundy, 

* m 

and, giving his orders in EngUfh, he, 
Jn French; infilled upon his returning 

to 
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to his company, left his abfence fhoukl 
reduce the ladies au defefpoir f 

In the mornings after indulging in the 
luxury of green tea, we marched off 
about nine o'clock, and at dufk arrived 
at Abbeville la PuceJIe, This lovely 
maiden city, the capital of Lower. Ticar^ 
dy, though built in a modeft, unelevated 
iituation, is envfroned by an agreeable 
country. It would make as fweet a 
place of refidencc as a man of a philofo- 
phic difpofition could defire* I quitted it 
with regret* I fhould have crtdeavoured 
to perfuade my friend to ftay here with 
me a few months ; but, being told the 
inhabitants fpoke had French, it would 

not fuit our plan* 

» . «. < 

Abbeville is highly and defcrvedly fa- 
mous for the fineness of its cloths and 
the beauty of its virgiqs. It is furprifing 
bow the quality of. this kft maoufa*3ur« 

* differs 
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differs in a very Chort difference of di- 
ftance. As France abounds in hard-fea- 
tured peafants, lb has the French lan- 
guage a much itronger phrafe to cxprels 
ugltnefs than I recoiled in Englifli. Be- 
tween this virgin city and Montreuil it 
is only ten French leagues, yet the wo- 
olen of Montreuil, in general, deferve 
the French epithet — elle font richement 
hides, au d y un laideur amere. At Abbe- 
ville every ftreet and little court u 
crowded with Hebes* I pretend not to 
account for this prodigious diverflty. It 

is the bufinefi of a traveller to record 
fads worthy of refledion — It is the ftudy 
of the naturalift to trace effect up to 
their caufes— 

Hie Poft here is an exceeding good inn« 
Our bojitjfe a widow lady ; a genteeV in- 
telligent woman— *co*fequently £he imrae-v 
diately difcovered the gentlemen through 
tftir dilguifc*— gave us an excellent fup* 

per, 
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per, good beds, and pretty wine, whicf* 
was poured out by two fair filles de 
chambre — fuch delicate fample9 of Abbe- 
villian beauty did, I own, not a little 

heighten our regret at quitting thif 
maiden town — 

Paying without a murmur the bill, 
and kifling the cheek of the amiable wi- 
dow, whofe bin flies emulated thofe with 
which Aurora tinged the window of her 
bed-chamber, the fcene of our audience 
of leave, — thrice (lie waved her hand and 
bad us adieu ; and thrice (lie pointed the 
path to Amiens, and hoped (he fliould, 
on our return, be honoured by a call of 
two fuch amiable cavaliers*— Thrice we 
vowed, that if heaven lent us life, we 
would again commune with her, again 
we would contemplate, high pleated, the 
fair daughters of Abbeville — thrice we 
returned to enquire the near road (he 
had fo often pointed out to us in vain — 

She 
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She felt the full force of the implied 
compliment, her jetty eyes beamed the 
fmile of gratitude ; fhe fhrugged her 
(boulders ; Quelle etourderie dit-elle ! ha, 
cd tenez* Collet te, vous aurez Vbonneur 
d % accompagner Mejpeurs Us Anglois, mes 
tres dignes amis, jufqu'au but dc la ville. 
Tres volontiers Madame — Behold us under 
the convoy of the fair fille de chambre— 
her air naive, degage pcrfon, delicious 
en bon paint, the glimpfe of a delicate 
ankle and fwelling calf, which, as (he 

walked, (he contrived to exhibit, com- 

* » * 

bined to render our condu&refs intereft- 
ing, and give a pathos to our laft adieus. 
— Bon voyage, Mejpeurs, qui 9 / me tardera 
de vous revoir en bon JantL— Adieu, belle 
Collette — ft nous refiions A Abbeville vous 
trouverions nous aujfi cruelle que belle ? . 
Darnel apparemment vous me moquez——* 
Us cavaliers tels que vous, font faits pour 
plaire, aux dames bien nes, en tout pais, 
mais pour trouver des crnelles jamais — 

The 
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The pill was fo happily compounded, Co 
congenial to man's conftitutional weak* 
ncft, we could not but fwallow it ; wc 
put our hands to our purfe firings, 
blufhing that we had forgot to reward 
our condu&re(s, we both gave her, I 
will not fay what we gave her ; be the 
(urn what it will, we could expect no 
praife from the gift, for we were actua- 
ted rather by felf-love than charity* 
Without prying too curioufly into the 
motive, I (hall ever recollect, with ineffa- 
ble pleafure, the incident. Prudence, 
faid we, had given too much — but Pru* 
dence is an old maid, with whom a man 
of fpirit feldom form* un arr angetoent 
bonne te. When we faw the happinefs we 
procured the poor girl ; when we faw 
joy, affe&ion, gratitude fuffufe her 

countenance, and irradiate her eyes, we 
fighed that we could give fo little — Eh I 

Mejfrturs, quejevous dots des remercimens, 
tnaisje ne puis plus parler, que tries pleurs 

patient 
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parlent pour, moi I De votre Cadeau jc 
grojjerai mon dot — beureufement ma grande 
mere ma laijfee quatre vingt ecus — pour 
s'etablir cbez nous une fiUe doit etre paf- 
fablement riche, car les hommes tTaujourd- 
huinous recherchent moinspar fentiment que 
par ambition. I faw the tear of fenfibi- 
lity and of joy hang upon the cheek of y 
my friend ; never did I myfelf feel more 
delicious fenfations ! we could not help 
killing the amiable creature, and, by. v 

heaven ! a more innocent Platonic pref- 
fure of a female lip never was imprinted 
by man ! we promifed her, that if her 
little fortune, and her numberlefs accom- 
plishments, procured her not a hufhand 
worthy of her tendernefs, when we re- 
turned to England, which ever of us 
was firft married, would create her firfl: 
maid of honour to the wife of our bofom 
—She reiterated her thanks, and made 
her courtefy ; we broke from her, exult- 
ing in our fkillat fentimental commerce, 
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in the cheap bargain we had ftrnck ; with 
a few grains of yellow earth, we had 
purchafed the never dying gratitude, 
the guilelefs heart of one of creation's 
fairett forms. When the heart is glad, 
the feet are light. Gay, blithfome, debon- 
naire, we marched on rapidly, ponder- 
ing upon the beauty and fimplicity of the. 
fair fille de chambre ; for many miles we 
(poke not a word ; real happinefs con- 
tents itfelf with its own fenfations, it is 
not loquacious ; it is a femblance only of 
felicity, which infpires garrulity. Our 
hearts were fo full, that we had march* 
ed near five leagues, without recol- 
lecting that we had not breakfafted ; 
the recolle&ion came too late, we were 
near a league from the laft poft-houfe, 
we were therefore fain to elude the calls 
of hunger, by feafting ideally upon the 
charms of the fweet maidens of Abbeville. 
At length vye defcried the little town of 
Pecquigny on our left, lying upon our 

• road, 
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road, at about the diftance of an hour's 
walk ; fomewhat nearer, on our right, 
we beheld a goodly looking chateau, 
hanging upon the fide of a gently de- 
clining hill, cloathed with a rich wood 
that arofe in amphitheatre behind it, 
and ltretching on each fide, circularly, 
nearly envellopped the whole pile of 
building, covering it from the fummer 
fun-beams, and penetrating winter winds. 
We immediately concluded it to be the 
afylum of holy men ; General Waflv- 
ington exhibits not more (kill in chufing 

his ground ; the pofitions of each are 
always the beft the nature of the coun- 
try will admit, always mafterly ; we un- 
derftood from a peafant that it was 
J'Abbaye du Gard, a monaftery of the 
Order of Citeaux, and indeed having 
jjuft arrived at the brow of the hill, we 

Q, 2 defcrie4 
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defcried at the extremity of the vale be- 
neath* a monk apparently in very ear- 
ned: colloquy with a country girl, who 
was lolling fupinely upon the grafs, by 
the fide of the father, leaning her head 

upon the mofty fragment of a rock that 
overlooked a pellucid ftream, which 
croffing the high road, flowed and 
babbled along an adjoining meadow. 
Ah ! the liquorifh holy (inner, cries the 
Captain of the Guards, how he preffes 
the infant devotee to tafte the manna of 
fpiritual love ! Come on, my friend, let 
us ftep between the fpirit and the flefli. 
* Eflay this adventure alone, heaven for- 
bid that I (hould ever rival a friend, or 
that the man *I love fliould rival me ; 
the occafion is inviting, the village maid 
is tempting — yet, in my bread:, it excites 
only one darling wUh — Were but the 

village 
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village maid transformed to Julia ! the 

American in the habit of the Friar ! 

if then, the village maid, would be an 
angel of mercy, the* Friar would be a 
God! 



Farewell 






as LET- 
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LETTER XX. 



The family of the Old Soldier. 

AS we drew near, we blufhcd at the 
uncharitable ideas, attuated by 
which we had approached the holy man 
and the village maid ; we learned to 
doubt appearances, to be afhamed of the 
infipid frothy common place we recent- 
ly played off again (I the church. The 
objeft of our obloquy was the prior of 

the adjacent convent, a venerable irapo- 

fing figure j — his head, whitened by time, 
and by refleding upon the frailties of 
human kind, united with an air of un- 
confcious piety and benignity, an ad- 
drefs modeft, fimple, awe-infpiring, (bon 

convinced us that the God of defire mud 
have long ago retreated from a bofom fo 
chilly, to bafk his pinions in the fun- 

(bine 
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fliine of young and gaudy years : he held 
An his hand a little book, it was the Ca- 
techifm ufed in catholic fchools ; he was 
examining the daughter of a tenant of a 
fmall farm held of the convent ; we obser- 
ved no criminal confufion Audi his cheek 
at our approach ; his fweet difciple too 
(lulled confcious innocence ; but, at once 
to difllpate all remaining doubt, at the 
dirtance of a few paces, we difcovered 
the father and mother of the girl, the one 

weaving ozier ba(kets, the other fpinning 
flax, at the door of a fmall cottage, 
(haded by a clump of oak trees, which 
had, till now, hid it from bur view — » 
Obferving two ftrangers converting with 
the holy father, whofe exotic appear- 
ance excited their curiofity, they advan- 
ced towards us. The dame, though 
long pad her meridian, had not that 

rigid look, fo common to the old women 
of this country ; (he had a plump mel- 
low countenance — the hufband with no 

a 4 m- 
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diftinguifliing trait, by his allured look, 
his eafy difengaged walk, we guefled had 
ferved; this was confirmed by a long 
deep fear running acrofs his temple ; he 
foon informed us x that he had the honour 
of wading through the bloody field of 
Fontenoy, and had got his head thus em- 
embroidered, on that memorable day, 

by an Englifh cutlafs. His wife told us 
that her family was upon the point bi' 
fetting down to a dinner of milk, cheefe, 
and fricafeed eggs. Vous etes encore bien 
loin d* dmiens— Mejjleur s faites nous Vbonneur 
de faire maigre avec nous. The captain of 
the guards made polite excufcs for us 
both, adding, that we fhould be obliged 
by a glafs of her milk and water ; this 
requeft called up Mademoifelle, their 
daughter, who (kipped Kke a young 
fawn,* to their cottage, and in a mo- 
ment came bounding back with a large 
filver goblet of the beverage we had 
demanded. In her face Mademoifelle 

Dupont 
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Dupont could not be called a regular 
beauty, yet her features blended together, 
produced an interefting effett, frequently 
wanting to lifelefs iymmetry ; her com- 
plexion fair, vivid, and glowing, with 
the rouge of nature ; her eyes of a fap- 
phire blue, full of capability, but feeni- 
ed yet untaught to exprefs any wifhes, 
lave thofe flowing from a pure heart, un- 
adulterated by too familiar commerce 
with betraying man ; her hair, a light 

glofly auburn, floated in rich ringlets 
around her polifhed neck ; her nofe was 
greek — A fevere connoifleur would have 

contended that her mouth was too wide, 
had not the feeming defeft been richly 
compenfated by the coral hue of a dewy 
under lip, which, fwelling a little out- 
wards, difcovered a fet of teeth elegant- 
ly fmali and fuperlatively white. Though 
not tall, the delicacy of her fhape exhi- 
bited her to the eye above the common 

fize ; 
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fize; (he was drafted in her holiday garb; 
a white cotton jacket* faced with lay- 
lock ribbands ; the waift of her jacket 

■ • A 

tightly hugging her fhape, happily thre\V 
out the whole contour of her perlbn^ 
which had all the luxuriance that cori- 
lifts with fymmetry ; although fcarcely 
Fourteen, the tempting mellownefs of heir 
Whole perfori feeriled to render her an 
eligible candidate for hymeneal rites : lb 
early does love emancipate thofe votaries 
whom he deftines to the fupport and 
ornament of his empire ! Obierving us 
eye attentively the filver goblet, the old 
man told us> that it was a prefent from 
his colonel, a French nobleman, who 
fell mortally wounded the firft charge he 
made upon the Britifh infantry at Fon- 
tenoy ; that he had the honour of carry- 
ing him off from the field of battle, that 
his prefent wife was at the time blan- 
cbijfeufe to his dear colonel ; had nurfed 
Jhim the few languifliing days he furvived 

the? 
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the fanguinary adion, and that he had 
given him his purfe, and her this cup, 
as a reward of their fidelity. The poor 
fellow fpoke this with a voice broken 
with gratitude and with love, yet, with 
that innate politenefs, never quitting a 
true Frenchman, he added, not re fille a 
fu bien anticipee nos fouhaits % car nous ne 
montrons cc goblet jamais^ ft ee n*ejl qu& 
temoigner noire bienvieilance a ceux quen 
font dignes ! 

The good Prior, as foon as we ap- 
proached, had put up his book, not with 
the quick abrupt motion of guilt, but as 
if he would avoid an oflentatious dif- 
play of piety. He greeted us with a ten- 
der afFe&ionate un&uous air, only becom- 
ing from age to youth, begging us with 
a look fo benign and hofpitable, that we 
would eat our foup with his brethren, 
that we were induced to quit the old (bl- 

dier and his amiable family, to follow 

the 
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the man of Qod — The Bernardines are st 
fleek order ; " they little wreck to find 
the way to heaven," by fading and mor- 4 
tification. The Priori five brethren had 
rubicund countenances* It was a day 
of Lent ; our dinner was fimple, but deli- 
cately drefled ; they gave us a fmall white 
wine at dinner, and at the defert a glafi 
of excellent red champaigne; declining 
the offer of a bed, and bidding adieu 
to our holy hofts, we fet off for Amiens, 
where we arrived with the letting fun. 
Supper had been ordered by our fervant, 
finding ourfelves a little exhaufted by 
this day f s march, and it having been, at 
our out-fet, determined that the difference 
of our expences between walking and 
polling fhould be dedicated to charity, 
love, and wine, we refolved to facrifice 
a bottle of champaigne, as a libation to 
each of our miftrefles — thefe were fbon 
imbibed, and whether from weari- 
nefs or languifhment at the abfence 

of 
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of our goddefles, our low fpirits ftill 
continuing, Seymour, who at all times 
ingenious, is Angularly brilliant when 
good wine is the objetf:, obfcrved, 
that as either of our Dulcineas would, 
without doubt, have won the apple 
had they been exhibited in a fimi- 
lar drefs with the three goddefles of 
Mount Ida, and, as they combined in 
their perfons all the united charms of 
the three Graces, we could not hope to 
render them propitious by a facrifice (b 
niggardly.— The logic was good — there 
could be one only proper anfwer to it. 
Garqon ! apportons nous encore une bou- 

teille de champagne moujfout — -fort bien mi 
Lors — in France the third bottle always 
creates you a peer — inftead of the gar- 
$on, the landlady herfelf entered with 
the third bottle, and informed us that 
the Prince of Conde was to hunt the flag 

jit Chantilly, the day after to-morrow — 

this 
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this intelligence determined us to go 
poft next day, that we might have the 
honour of attending the Prince — #q/* 
foir 9 ma belle Princejfe^ 
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LETTER X2& 

4 

Amiens, Cbantilly. 

AMIENS, the capital of Picardy, a 
large commodious French town, is 
(Ituated upon the river Somme. It has 
fine, large ftreets, ornaipented by many 
well-built houfes. Part of the ramparts 
afford a beautiful walk, (haded by lofty 
oak trees- — But the principal ornament 
of Amiens certainly is its cathedral church, 
dedicated to the Virgin. It is adorned 
ydth paintings, three of which, reprefent- 
|ng the triumph of pur blefled Lady, are 
in white marble, of exquifite workman- 
fhip. The ifle of the church is 213 
paces, that at Notre Dame at Paris is 
only 170. It is faid to have been built 
by our Englifli anceftors. A more beau- 
tiful dome certainly is not in the world. 

We 
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We were prepared to admire it, but found 
it (urpafs our ideas. Never did I behold 
an arch fo fweet, bold, and delicate ! it 
feemed to us no mortal work, but created 
by the fiat of fome God ! We gazed at 
It a confiderable time with ineffable 
delight ; went out, returned, gazed 
again, and, at length, with infinite re- 
gret, hurried ourfelves away- 

Among the facred curiofities in the 
cabinet of this church the pious are 
(hewn the head of St. John the Baptift, 
yet in good prefervation. It was found 
at the taking of Conftantinople, in the 
year of Chrift 1204, by Valon de Sarton* 
a gentleman of Picardy, who being a 
good Christian and patriot as well as a 
good lbldier, made a compliment of it 
to decorate the principal church of his 
province. 

We left Amiens at one o'clock; at night 
we arrived at Chantilly — In the morn- 

wg 
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ing we hired the beft bidets we could 
procure, and dafhing in amongft princes, 
counts, marquis, and chevaliers de Malt, 
partook of the hunt — The flag had juft 
been darted, and was followed by die 
Prince of Conde, the Duke of Bourbon 
his fon, and about thirty French gentle- 
men, mod of them officers of the Condes 

regiment — They were all mounted upon, 
fine Englifh hunters, which they rode 
with manege bits— Were equipped with 
enormous jack-boots, and wore the 
Priiice of Conde's hunting livery. This, 
though here an honour, would, with Eng- 
lifh noblemen, have been a diftincfion 
by no means enviable. The French fay, 
this prince piques himfelf upon hunting 
h la Angloife, ou avec la vitejfe (Tun diable ; 
yet we foon overtook the whole hunt, 
capering along at a hand-gallop. Sey- 
mour, who is a very genteel and bold 
rider, was eager to dafh with his little 
bidet up to the dogs ; obferving that this 

R jna- 
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manoeuvre would introduce us gallantly 
to the hunt and announce us as Englifli 
gentlemen. But this the etiquette to the 
prince, which in Englifli chace would 
have been fufpended, did not permit—— 
We kept with the hunt for two hours, 
and B until our forry bidets were blown. 
The Prince of Bourbon frequently rode 
up to us, politely pointing the way that 
the buck had took ; and, without com- 
mitting his own dignity, treated us with 
that obliging familiarity which young 
nobility know not how to afflime. The 
Marquis de Sans Soucy, a tall, genteel 
figure, an officer of diftin&ion in the 
regiment of Conde-, rode up to Seymour, 
and told him, that he had the honour 
to ferve againfl the Englifli laft war 
in Germany — and if ever I am dilpofed 
to indulge an emotion of vanity, fays 
the polite Marquis, it is when I recoiled 
that I had the honour to ferve in the 
regiment that once pufhed Burgoyne's 

light 
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light horfe. That regiment was not in 
Germany, retorted the Englifliman, with 
a tone furly enough— The Marquis was 
not rebuffed. — Peut-etrc fetoit les che~ 

vaux legers (T Elliot ; cetoit> certainement, 
ou Pun ou V autre; c^efi un fouvenir qui me 
[era Cher, jtifqtfh won dernier foufir — The 
Eriglifh officer of the horfe-guards could 
not relifli this attack upbn the Britifh ca- 
valry, however executed with Gallic ur- 
banity ; and the elegant Marquis hap- 
pening to mention les infurgents, he 
(hatched thfc opportunity to fhift him to 
me — faying, that I was an American, ne- 
phew to General of the republican 

army (a travelling title which he had 
thought proper to give me — that, of 
courfe, I was more competent to fatisfy 
his curiofity relative to General Wafliing- 
ton, the Congrefs, &c. 

About one o'clock they took le daind, 
and the hunt ended. The Prince and 
his fuke had a cold collation prepared 

R 2 for 
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for them at a little temple in the wood j 
after which they propofed to (hoot phea- 
fants until night, when they were to re- 
turn to Paris. 

Captain Seymour had heard me, after 
I thought I had won the Marquis* _. heart, 
by giving a pidture of Wafhington, which 
I faw pleafed him, in reply to his inquiry 
whether we were well accommodated at 
the hotel, carelefsly anfwer in the nega- 
tive ; faying, " We were not a little fur- 
prized that an inn, built exprefsly for 
the accommodation of ftrangers who re- 
torted here, to fee the noble palace and 
princely foreft of Chantilly, Qiould have 
fuch indifferent wine — >this was the more 
extraordinary as the Prince was alfo go- 
vernor of Burgundy." The Marquis had 
given me the opening and I refolved to 
hit it. The hint was a good one : if he 
underftood it not the fault was not in me. 
However, my friend had the laugh agaipft 

me 
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me when we fat dovtm to dinner— But 

juft as the fecond courfe was ferving one 
of the Prince of Conde's domeflics was 
announced— ~£kj, de la parte de Monfieur 

U Marquis de Sans Souci, avoit 4 parler & 
Mejpeurs ks Anglais — He entered — Ne- 
ver did I behold a more plealant-looking 
fellow, for lie held in his left hand a 
wicket bafket, in his right a card from 
the Marquis, " who did hirafelf the 
honour to requeft we would be Co oblig- 
ing as to tafte the Prince of Conde's Bur- 
gundy ; wifhing it might (land the teft 

* 

of fuch good judges,"- — He added, " that 
he was au defefpoir, we d}d not intend 
any ftay in Paris, as fiich art arrangement 
militated, againfl: his ambition of culti* 
vating our acquaintance." The bafket 
contained fix bottles of exquiflte Bur* 
gundy and two of Mufcat. The more I 
imbibe the more I am convinced, that 
pure Burgundy is a moral drink. Never 
do I tafte it genuine, but I feel my heart 

R 3 ex- 
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expanding in philanthrophy and good 
will to all human kind : next to love it 

is the greateft infpirer of generous ac- 
tions. Man is a frail being, and, warned 
by me, let him beware of relying too 
much upon his native virtue : let him 
continue to nourifh that tender, fickly 
offspring of the foul by generous infu- 
fions of this moral mixture. For myfelf 
I frankly declare, that I ever find myfelf 
calculating compound intereft and the 
vibrations of (lock, e'er I finifli my pint 
of port ; I flumber and dream of my 
tithes over a cup of mild ale, and con- 
fined to fmall beer, I am capable of petty 
larceny and a|l ungentlemanly mifde- 
meanors : but while I fip imperial Uurr 
gundy I feel myfelf a hero or a demi- 
god ! I have, or wifli I had, kingdoms to, 
give away to others, and kneeling St^- 
tiras to keep to myfelf and prefs to my 
glowing bofom ! 

• We 
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We imbibed a bottle to the health of 
the Prince, and refolved to flay all the 
next day, to review his royal domain 
and do juftice to his moral potation. 

To a real fportfman the diverfion of 
pheafant (hooting was rather ridiculous. 
About threefcore peafants beat the buflies 

of the foreft, and drove up to the fcene of 
aftion, flocks of game as large as flocks 
of turkeys. You would really have flip- 
pofed they were driving the birds to their 
rooft. The French fporting petits-maitres 
were arranged in a groupe, prepared 
with fufees h deux coups, to aflail the wing- 
ed foe. They did not ever give them- 
felves the trouble to load or reload their 
pieces — over-grown valets attended for 
that purpofe. In about half an hour 
they brought down about twenty couple 
of pheafants, to my aftonifliment and the 
indignation of Seymour. Before we 
could recover from our reverie of admi- 

R 4 ration* 
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ration, they had put the buck and the 
reft of the game into a led-coach, ancj 
yode off for Paris* 

The palace of Chantilly is a venerable* 
ancient caftle, and abounds with valu- 
able paintings. There has been lately 
erected a detached building, fopie hui>r 

dred paces from the old caftle, pierely 
intended as a nurfery far the Prince of 
Conde's grandfon and his fpite. I thinly 
it is above ioo feet long, containing a 
fuite of rooms in one continued r^nge, 
I admire exceedingly this modern build-, 
ing. The roQms are muph in (he Eng<r 
lifli tafte ; not large or lofty,, but com- 
modious ai>d neat — furnifbed with great; 
elegance and propriety, but rather in 3 
fimple than a fuperb or rich ftyle. 

The Prince pf Conde's refidenqe for 
his horfes is much more admired than 
that for himfelf. I have not feen fuch 

noble 
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liable (tables in the pofTeffion of $nf 
monarch whom I have ye| had the ho* 
nour to v vifit-^-They are elegantly built 
of fine (lone, may contain near 309 bories* 
gnd, when we faw them, they had at lead 
£ hundred of their flails filled with fina 
Englifli hunters. 

The gardens are weU difpofed. The 
IJle d 9 amour is an afylum worthy of the 
laughter-loving goddefs : it is indeed in- 
chanting ! Had Mount Ida been £> be- 
witching, Adonis had never ftray'd froqi 

the arms of Venus. The Foreft of Chan- 
tilly is a beautiful, immenfely fpacious, 
j-ich wood, abounding with prodigious 
quantities of every (pedes of game— Con» 
fcious of the refpe&ability of their afy- 
lum, of the protection they enjoy under 
fo powerful a prince, they are as tame as 
fowls in an JSnglifh farm-yard— This is 
no exaggeration. I perfuade myfelf, 

that f at many feafons of the year, you 

might, 
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might, with your guilelefs countenance, 
encourage the pheafant to eat out of your 
hand, the infant partridge to neftle in 
your bofom ! an afylum to be envied by 
his princely matter ! 

Well may the flag, the chevreul, and 
the whole feathered throng, tenants of 
the groves and copfes of Chantilly, be 
fearlefs, gay, and happy. In England, 
and dill more fo in America, a peafant 
would deem it a meritorious aftion to 
deftroy them, could he do it with impu- 
nity* In France, I verily believe, there 
is not a {ingle hind but would blufli to 
be thought guilty of it — -I verily believe, 
he would almoft ftarve e'er he would lay 
his hands upon a little tomtit, facred to 
the pleafure of his prince : fo pure, ar- 
dent, and inviolable is the homage they 
pay not only to their kings, but to all the 
princes of the blood* 

The 
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The Prince of Conde always hunts in 
a royal ftyle, and upon Engltfh horfes, 
great numbers of which are held by va- 
lets, at different diftances, in this immenfe 
foreft, to be ready to mount occafion- 
ally the prince and his fuite. It is in* 
deed a noble fight. This prince treated 
his gueft the King of Denmark with a 
Jiunt in the foreft of Chantilly in the 
night. T-he whole extended wood for 
twenty miles round, being lighted up 
with flambeaus, exhibited the brilliant 
appearance of a ball-room J The con-* 
courfe of people of all ranks, you will 

fuppofe, miift be prodigious j the neigh* 
ing and trampling of the horfes ; the 
mufic of the hounds dying along the 
boundlefs avenues of the foreft ; the 
bounding of the aftoniflied deer; the 
flitting of the affrighted birds ; and the 
prattling of the fwains and village maids, 
who in the groves danced cotillions, ap- 
pearing like wood-nymphs or fairies, who, 

tinder 
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under the influence of the pale moon* 
celebrated their myfteries ; all thefe unit- 
ing rendered the hunting fete of Chan-* 
tilly a moft enchanting fete— -highly wor- 
thy of the Prince of Conde ! Rutlfhouki 
think, that a being who could behave fa 
unfaihionably, not to fay brutally* to the 
lifter of our royal mailer, deferved ik> 
fuch honour* 
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LETTER XXII. 



Ceache tTEdn. 

IN the evening of the day, after due 
hunting with the Prince of Condi* 
we went to Paris ; in the morning we 
found ourfelves, bag and baggage in the 
Coacbe <TEuiu, which travels from Paris ' 
to Auxerre in Burgundy— this mode of 
conveyance was ftrongly recommended 
to us. It is a large veflel with different 
compartments, which is drawn along 
the river by means of horfes on the ad* 
joining ftiore. It is certainly very cheap 
and commodious for baggage— Were the 
paflengers In this veflel allowed, as they 
are in the fame vehicles in the fouth of 
France, to fleep on fhore at night* they 
would be eligible ; however, to curious 
travellers as we profefs ourfelves to be, 

this 
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this fpecies of conveyance is well worthy 
of eflay* It was a fine day, and as we 
flowly rtioved along, thfe windings of the 
river Seine afford a rich variety of coun- 
try. Elegant villas, well difpofed gar- 
dens, mofly hills, and fweet little towns* 
blending together, exhibited a very plea- 
fing, pidlurefque landfcape. Noah's ark 
contained not fo great a diverfity of hu- 
man animals as did this coavhe d'eau of 
Auxerre. Fidlers, perfumers, mounte- 
banks, milliners, monks, mantua-makers, 
coquettes, abbes, village-maids, foldiers, 
ftatefmen, old women, pimps and petits* 
maitres! motley groupe ! yet not un- 
worthy the contemplation of a philofophic 
cy6 ! It was a microcofm, a world in mi- 
niature ! various is the tafte of man, yet , 
the co ache d'eau of Auxerre afforded fo- 
ciety congenial to the moft capricious 
palate. At firft we converfed promifcu- 
oufly, feeling the focial pqlfe of each 
other j quadrilles were foon formed in 

jhe 
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the cabin, and on various parts of the 
deck. The Captain of the guards had 
arranged a party of rev erf ee^ with the 
wife of a citilen of Fontainbleau ; ail 
Abbe and a Chevalier de St. Louis ; the 
the lady was comely, appetijfante, rather 
fat, but having from her infancy fucked 
in the court air, her demeanor was 
gentle and infinuating; (he feemed to 
Iiften nothing loth to the fleurets of h 
belle Angloxs ; the good man, her huf- 
band, bowed to the captain, in acknow- 
ledgement how fenfible he was aux pro- 
cedes ; to the captain's predile&ion for a 
branch of his family. For my (elf, I glided 
from one party to the other, like a bee ex- 
tracting the eflence of various flowers in Ya- 
rious parterres; at length I fettled upon a 
family piece, who were at breakfafl in a 
retired corner, defended from the fun 
by a temporary awning ; it • was an in- 
terefting groupe ! I was meditating how 
I (hould introduce myfelf. I was hover- 
ing, 
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lag near, undetermined, when their fori, 
a rdfy-cheeked urchin, about four years 
old* jumping from the lap of his lifter, 

who was powdering his golden locks, 
and (tiding along the veflel, caught hold 
of the lilver and laylock taffcls of my 
Cane, on which I leaned nonchalently my 
chin, while my eyes ran over the charms 
of his filler; the young rogue feemed 
delighted with the firing— -I took it off, 
hung it about his neck, and having 
caught him in my arms, without cere- 
mony, went and fat myfelf down befide 

his mother ; fhe feemed pleafed, yet flie chid 
the little pollifon, as fhe called him, for his 
rudenefs* while I hugged and kitted him, 
declaring I felt myfelf highly indebted to 
the politenefs of the young gentleman for 
introducing me to a family fo amiable ; 
the mother thanked me for my partial 
compliment. The turn of her converfa* 
tion was fb delicate, her choice of words 
fb happy, that I conjectured fhe muft 

have 
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have been educated far above her prefcnt 
fphere ; her hu/band, by birth a Swifs, 
had the air of fimplicity and honefty, fo 
frequently feen in the faces of thofe vir- 
tuous people; he urged me to take a 
coup of wine and a (lice of ham, which I 

* * 

declining, MademoifelleNannettepreffing 
her undulating bofom with the moft de- 

. licate hand lever beheld, faid, an moins* 
Mon/ieur, youdra bien nous fair e Vhonneur 
de prendre une tajfe de cafe ; we attached 
ourfelves entirely to this party, infifting 
upon their dining with us upon the beft 

' fare our travelling hotel would furnifk. 

MademoifeHe Artaux was not tall, 
>yhich is an idea we generally have in 
our minds, as a part of the delicious tout 
enfemble % which goes to the cotnpofitioif 
of a fine woman ; but I think I never 
faw fo pretty 3 woman, in any Country. 
True beauty, like genuine wit, is to 
be felt, not defcribed ; yet will I en- 

S deavour 
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deavour to give a faint copy of this per- 
fe& original. When I pourtfay femi- 
nine beauty, I generally begin with the 
hair, becaufe I think a fine head of hair 
a beauty, in a woman, the deprivation 
of which is not to be palliated by any, 
or every other charm ; but in this I re- 
gard quantity more than colour — there 
cannot, I humbly think, be too great a 
profufion upon a female head — this be- 
witching redundancy always makes 1 my 

fancy glow with a cafual aflbciation of 
ideas, wonderfully pleafing to a man, 
whole predominant paflion is woman! 
This lady's hair was in colour a clear filky 
flaxen-— its growth encroached upon 
her forehead, and terminated there in a 

point — it was braided up after the Gre- 
cian fafhion — Her forehead low, ' her 
languifliing eyes a gloffy blue-^-long eye- 
ladies, and, as well as the eye-brows, 
feveral (hades darker than the hair of her 
head — 'Under her left eye there was a 

little 
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little purple fpot, which I fhould have 
taken for a blood drop from the point 

of the arrow of love, had not her mama 

•» ■ . . « 

told us it was the natural mark of a 

s t 

grape-ftone — her every limb, her every 
feature feemed the more pferfeft the 
longer you gazed upon them — If, how- 
ever, there could be faid to be a grada- 

.11 , 

tion in her charms, the preference niuft 

be given to her hand and arm, ieg and 
foot — the mere glimpfe of her ancle 

% Would have made a Stoic forget liis apa- 

, thy-^his palpitating bofom would tell 

him he was made to feel pleafure, if not 

■ - ■ 

, pain — Her neck long and exquifitely 
white, terminated by falling (boulders — 
a waift rounded by the hands of the 
Graces-r-her complexion 

Fairer to be fcen, '. 
Than the fair lily on the flow'ry green ! 
More frefh than May herfelf in bloflbms new— 

S 2 This 
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This fwect girl had been with her parents 
to Paris, upon fome affair relative to 
their commerce in wine ; — for Mademoi- 

felle Artaux, with all the glowing graces 
of a wood nymph, all the eafy poIitenel!s of 
a court meteor, was the daughter of a fim- 
ple Vigneron [ I underftood afterwards, 
that her father had been fteward to the 
Marechal D , and, marrying the fa- 
vorite maid of Madame la Marechale, 
two fons and this daughter were the fruit 
of their loves. Little Nannetteinfinuating 
herfelf into the good graces of the only 
daughter of the Marechal, was con- 
tinually at her fide participating the 
lefTons in the various polite accomplifh- 
ments taught her noble patron efs.— Her 
prefent elegant manners fliewed how 
well flic had profited by her opportuni- 
ties — though not fix teen, (he fu ng with 
tafte, danced with eafe and elegance — 
arid her mother, in the effufions of pa- 
ternal fondnefi, told us, that Nannette 

peut. 
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teat pijtcer Fharpe trss joliment : an in- 

» 

ftrument happily calculated to difplay 

« 

the beauty of a fine arm, After dinner, 
to which two remaining bottles in the 
wicker baiketgave azeft — Seymour, with 
a milliner of Dijob, a petite brunette tres 
appetijjante, the lady of Fontainbleau, and 

an old Croix de St* Louis, Mademoifelle 
Nannette, and myfelf danced cottillions on 
the deck, Mademoifelle having previoufly 
enchanted us by her naive manner of 
finging fome of the airs of the Dpferter, 
particplarjy, 

1 Peut-on affliger ce cju'on aimc ! 

We continued our dancing by moon- 
light, until twelve o'clock, when we (e- 
parated to pay tribute to the Numbering 
god— -There were fjve beds for one hun- 
dred people ; this being no age pf mira- 
cles, they could not fufEce-^— three of 
them were poflefled by the two families I 

S % have 
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have already mentioned. — Seymour and 
I kept guard at the door of the charftbier; * 
graced by Nann'ette and the little 'mTllI^ 

ner of Dijon, who flept YogetHer— Wd ' 

were fain to elude the attack* of 3Mfoi> 

# • < ■ * ■ » 
pheus, by diverting bur ennui 'With a Ru- 
bicund Cordelier, who farigHis 'chanjons 4 
boirc, while nymphs, fwains, pneftsVand" 
old women, on die deck," flumbefing'i 
around us, breathed a r chorus to his* 
fongs — At length, wrappingmy Spanifh,* 
cloak about me, I too laid me down, ha- 
ving for my pillow the plump jowl of the 
rofy gilled Cordelier ; but the fpiritual 
rogue fnored fo abominably, that (leep was 
denied me ; I therefore amufed myfelf 
by counting the trees by which our boat 
glided, whole branches reflected the pale 
rays of the filver moon upon the watry 
bofom of the Seine — I gazed upon the 
Pleiades, the Milky way ; I pondered 
upon the fixed ftars, upon comets ; I 
was calculating the tranfic of Venus, and 

lament- 
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lamenting the abfence of Julia! At this 
critical moment, Aurora difplayed her 
gre de lind robe de chambre upon the dewy 
orient — I ftarted up, planet (truck, be- 
lieving it was you, but alas ! I called you, 
and you would not anfwer — I looked 
for ypu, but my blue-eyed na'ied of the 
Thames would not be foiyid ! 



A D I E U. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

# 

Fontainbleau, Juxcrre, Dijon. 

"117 E continued in the coache d'eau un* 
til the fucceeding evening, when, 
dreading to pafs another night without 
flecp, and wiftung to fee Fontainbleau, 
whole noble forcft we now defcried at a 

4 

diftance on our left ; we fubmitted our 

* 

baggage to the charge of Frank, and, 
promiling to rejoin odr acquaintance at 
. Auxerre, we again became peripatetic 
travellers. 

The fun was near fetting when we ar- 
rived at this romantic forefl: : his declin- 
ing rays gleaming through the branches 

of the lofty oaks, and blazing upon the 

. ..•■'■' 

gigantic craggy rocks, which feem to 

. »-■••.. 

have been planted here coeval with the 

«. ...... •. . ■ i • • ■ 

crea- 
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1 i 

* * 

creation, rendered the fcene worthy the; 
pencil of Salvator Rofa ! A beautiful 
horror pervaded the whole wood ! the 
cqup dlail y^as giqomy* awfuf, and fob- 
lime J yet, a? we penetrated the bofom 
of the wood, the pheafants and partridge^ 
flitting; the chevreul and fawns gan^bo^ 
ing around us, foftened and enlivened 
the awful majefty of the pro(pe£h — The 
grand flieets of water around Fontain- 
bleau, from the beauty of which the cha- 
teau takes its name ; the numerous eras- 
gy rocks growing among the oaks, give a 
tnofl: interefting wildnefi to this land- 
scape, rendering Fontainbleau, to my 

tafte, much more pleafing than either 
Compeigne, Verfailles, or Marlu 

By the bye, J know not a more eligi- 
ble retirement \o acquire the French 
tongue : it being a court, the language 
is ipoken in all its purity ; and when the 
court is abfent, which is ten months in 

— / * A 

the 
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the year, I am told a ftranger may live 

• * ■ 

reafbnably at Fontainbleau. 

We viewed the different apartments of 
the chateau. The gallery of cerfs % iibout 
I bo paces in length, is the mod ftrtk- ' 
irig* The quantity as well as fixe of thd 
bucks horns, trophies of the royal hunt- 
ting at Fontainbleau, is flupendous; 
There are few paintings here wofth corns 
men ting on. Tam told Lewis the Four- 
teenth took the mod valuable of them tot 
adorn his favourite refidence Verfailles, 
There are few ftatues of value in the ex- 

tenfive and romantic gardens adjoining; 
this palace ; that which pleafed me moft 
was two infants playing with a ferpent i 
the expreffive innocence in their coun^ 
tenances finely contrafts the guile of their 
iniidious play-mate. Fontainbleau is an 
antique — built, fome fay, by St. Louis; 
others by Francis the Firft. It was em- 
Uelliihed by Henry the Fourth* The pre- 

lent 



fent King : feldom P yifit& this place. Thp. r 
Prince d'Artois refines : heje a great, part ~ 
of th6 hunting, feftftmy.' to, which .dfyjeth,. 
iion the fared) dfaeitts weU adapted, £<? , 
JUr-dih tfEtang m furr.ouj&decl , by. a nvn^-. ., 
ber of canals, full of the iargfil carp^qYe^, . 
fswu The garden of pjn^, tlje gcquqe£* 
cafcades, and. gfianjj, c^ngj. a^e on the 
fame magificent fcale with the foreft. 

Next raofmng* with tfce, rUIng.fun,, we 

r 

l<tfr Fqntainhk^u* aad,, wi&Qpt .c^pnnr^ 
teriog; any thiog. r#n ark&fofa grayed at^ 
Sens* 

■ 

Sens, the capital of Senonois, is fitu- 
ated upon the riyer Yonne, ov$r vyhich. 
we psfe to the town upon a long ftone 
bridge. Tho* I have hardly faith enough 

to believe^ with the inhabitants, that this 
place was built by Sanjptes,. one of the 
four fon$ of Japhet ; yet its narrow and 
winding ilreets are ftrong marks of its 
great antiquity. Jt is among the largeft 

and 
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andmoft agreeable towns of France. Tim 
numberlefs rivulets meandering acrois; 
the ftreet mud be very refrefhing in the 
funimer fealbn, and commodious for va- 
rious domeftic ufes. They arife from 
the river Vanne, which, dividing in vari* 
ous canals, renders the envirpns of the 
town one continued garden. 

The metropolitan church of Sens, de? 
dicated to St/Etienne, is very large, and 
richly adorned with facred paintings* The 
dofQC is highly celebrated : it is beauti- 
ful, |but much lefs fo than that of Amiens. 
• _ 

The glafles of this church are of a mod 

lingular beauty — They Were painted by 

* • ■ * > - . 

one lean Co u fin, a native of Sens. 
Among many lovely chapels there is one 

r t 

tranlcendently fo — Its cloifter reprefents 

* « 

a fphere, with all its conftellations-— The 
{hb-bafe of the grand altar, only exhi- 
bited on fetes, is a b^syrelief upcm a tabje 
of gold covered with jewels ; which re^ 

* • 

prefents, 
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prefents St. Etienne on his knees in the 
middle of the four Evangelifts — Loitering 

* 

a good while in this church, we could 
not leave Sens until twelve o'clock of the 
day after our arrival. We frequently 
law the coache cTeau gliding in the mean- 
dring river Yonne, which hung along 
our road upon the right ; and once we 
few, or thought we (aw, la petite Na^- 

nette wave tons her fnowy hand. Certain 
that we (hould arrive at Auxerre as toon 
as our baggage, we contented ourfelves 
with making (even leagues, arriving 
about an hour by fun at the agreeable 
little town of Joigny, which hanging 

upon the declivity of a hill, and looking 
upon the rivers Amancon and Yonne, 
which join at the bottom of the town, 
and, thus united, fweetly flow and 
meander through a large fertile meadow, 
renders Joigny a delicious retreat. — As 
we entered the hotel, a young petit- 
maitrc decoded us with true Gallic eafe, 

. crying, 



. » 
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crying, regardez, Meffieurs, voila te beau 

monde de Joigny, qui va fe diffiper; aliens 
nous meter pile mete avec eux*~~He took us 
each by ah arm, but being a little dulled, 
we excufed ourfelves, begging his com- 
pany at (upper; he was au defefpoirj he 
could not have the honour of introducing 
us to the ladies, bowed and ran after 
them— in effeft, looking out of the win- 
dow, we faw a large groupe of belles 
and beaux, elegantly drefTed, walking 
on the banks of the ftream which flowed 
through the beautiful meadow, at- the 

1 foot of the town-**-the defpairing petit* 
maitrd was already romping with one of 
the girls — On his return he told us, in 
confidence y that he pitied this fweet maid 
with his whole foul, car effeftivement elle 
efi fort d plaindre, — a mon arrive ici je 

" m'avifdis, pour pajfer le temps, de foupirer 
aupres d*elle — ie pauvre enfant * elle a 
pris ce fimpk badinage aux ferieux! . tant 

' pis pour elle — car je dGis tpo:tfer> iutejfar 

' mentyUtie fillt d'un rang dijitngue que lhais 

de 



.V 
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Ac tout mon caur, mass uncfemmc cji faitc 
pour L c?Ia. — For the firft time, my fplecn 

rofe againft a Frenchman for, of all 

charades, -. I think a male coquette, 
p£. a female jilt the moft abominable ; 
the latter eipecially is a monfter in pet- 

ticoats*— to be fure, in an age where fen- 

fibility is an objeft of ridicule, when to 

* » « 

be frivolous, is to be fafhionable, ; my 
ideas on this occaflon may appear outre ; 
but if the crime moft fatal to the peace 
of a generous foul, if the crime moft 
fubverfive of the happinefs of its devoted 
objett, may be fairly deemed the moft 
enormous, furely I am right. A writer 

x>f your country, whpfe views into the 
human heart were profound, thus in- 
dignantly and pathetically pourtrays th6 
effeds of this enormity, — " Allure your- 
felf, my Lord, he who has never felt the 
angui(h of being betrayed by the perfon 
he paflionately loves, has but a faint idea 
of the forrows incident to human life. 
The (hipwreck of a brilliant fortune, at 

leaft, 



\ 
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leaft, leaves us the advantage of difc 
jilaying our niagndnirriity of foiil, either 
by evincing olir moderation in fupport- 
ing the reverfe, or exhibiting that ri6ble 
firmnels which elevated the man above 
the misfortune— The exceflive vanity with 
which every human heart is replete, is 
often a confolation in its moft poignant 
chagrins ; happy he who can feed in fe- 
cret upon the delicious banquet of felf 1 
admiration! but what refource remains 
to the devoted wretch* who having rafli- 
ly concentered all his joy and felicity irt 
one (ingle objeft, fees himfelf in a mo- 
merit bereft of it, accufes, as the caufe of 
his tears of blood, the very hand he 
would have chofen to wipe them away, 
if any other grief could have caufed them 
to flow ? To be wretched and wretched, 
be caufe one loves, is an intolerable fpecies 
of mifery, which it is impoflible even to 
comprehend, without having. made the 

melancholy trial !" 

Auxerre 
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Auxerre, where we arrived next day 
to dinner, is a frontier town of Bur- 
gundy, lying partly on a hill, and part- 
ly on a valley, watered by the river 
Yonne which divides it from the province 
of Nivernois — This river is a very com- 
modious mediunv of commerce between 
Auxerre and Paris, and is likewife re- 
forted to as a pafTage to and from the 
moft confiderable towns of France* 

The church of St. Germains in this 
town is worthy of being explored, on 
account of the many tombs and bones of 
of faints it contains, in high preferva- 
tion. 



We had the pleafure of arriving in 
time to hand Mademoifelle Nannette 

* 

out of the coacbe d y eau-*-hcr countenance 
lighted up with innocence and joy at 
our approach — with a happy mixture of 
gaiety and naivete (he gave each of us an 

T arm* 



290 The AMERICAN 

arm, faying, mes amis je me fie h vous — 
(he was now drefled from head to foot 
h la Orecque — we flew with this fair Cy- 
prian embaffadrefs to the hotel — The old 
Chevalier de St. Louis, an amiable young 
foldier, his nephew, the rubicund friar, 
the family of Artaux, Seymour, and I 
{pent the evening together— M ademoifelle 
fang, played upon the guittar,and danced 
an allemande with the nephew of the Che- 
valier, while the uncle entertained us with 

■ 

an account of the feats, which he did 
not, the day he ran from Rosbach. The 
Francifcan recounted the hiftory of his 
transformation from a drummer to a 
mountebank, and then to a monk of the 
order of St. Francis — In the capacity of 
phyfician he had, he feared, put many a 
chriftian to death, but now he would 

(hew them the way of eternal life. We 

all feemed happy with each other, and 
regretted that the approaching morning 

would 
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would difperfe us — Madame A told 

.us that (lie lived in Franche Corapte on 
the borders of Switzerland ; that it would 
be in our way to the Cantons, and that 
(lie and Nannette would be infinitely 

happy to entertain us at their hermitage, 
— We afTured her that a vifit to a family 
for which we had fo jufl: a predilection 
could never be out of the way of men 

of fcntiment — She then retired, followed 
by the fair Greek, who left us all in ad- 
miration of the delicacy of her perfon, 
the fweetnefs of her manners, and the 
graces of her wit. 

There being no dated conveyance from 
Auxerre to Dijon, we hired a coach, ra- 
ther for the accommodation of our baggage 
than ourfelves, for we were now become 
fond of walking, and fo corroborated by 
it, that we could walk thirty and forty miles 
a day, with lefs fatigue, than we could 
make ten when we firlt began our march. 

T 2 We 
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Wc had a fourth feat to difpofe of, 
with which we complimented the Cheva- 
lier de St. Louis, who was going to Di- 
jon to fee his relations — He was a good- 
natured, garrulous, companionable old 
follow ; was lame, and living intirely 
upon the fmall penfion incident to his 
ribband, fuch a favour was not unaccept- 
able. In the morning Seymour and I 
generally walked before or behind our 
coach — we had fo much the foot of it, 
that we could explore the wild country 
of Burgundy at our leifure, arriving in 
time to order dinner, and get acquaint- 
ed with the landlady and fille de cbambre, 
before the coach with the old foldier 
came up. After ourrepaft, we got into 
the coach, where the Chevalier fet us 
to (lumbering over his lieges and bat- 
tles : for he was a modeft Frenchman, 
and was not the little hero of his tale un- 
til his vanity was awakened by the juice 
of the grape. — Journeying on, in this 

man- 
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manner, we* the third afternoon, arriv- 
ed in the capital of the Duche of Bur- 
gundy, and were fet down at the Hotel 
dc Conde. 

We went next morning to the coffee- 
houfe, where we met withfeveral of our 
countrymen of rank and fafhion. Mr. 

R *-, fonof L. Langford, of Ireland, a 

gentleman, whofe opulent fortune is his 
lead merit ; the two fbns of Sir James 
Campbell, with their governor, a fenfible 
Scots gentleman ; a Mr. Jackfon, an 
Irifli gentleman, of moft fweet, amiable 
manners ; a Mr. Alexander, of Edin- 
burgh, who has refided fome time with 
his two accomplifhed daughters inDijon |( j 
laftly, a Mr. Rtibijo, a Welfli gentleman 
1 — a mixed character, feldom to be found 
in nature, a violent politician, and mod 

|| The youngeft daughter, an amiable girl, has been 
fince married to the grandfon of Dr. Franklin, and Se- 
cretary to the American Embaffy. 

T 3 pom- 
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pompous and elaborate antiquarian ; he 
is exceedingly entertaini ng — in the courfe 
of an hour's converfation at a coffee- 
houfe,he made an oration upon the Olym- 
pic games of the Greeks, the gymnalia, 
pugiles, and baths of the Romans — then 
dived into the profound recefTes of Her- 
culaneum, emerged, loaded with moft 

choice antiques, and finifhed with pane- 
gyrics upon the Congrefs ; upon the la- 
cred fire of Roman virtue, which well 
nigh extinguifhed by the Goths, was re- 
kindling with redoubled blaze, in the 
hearts of the Americans \ 

We have received fuch polite invita- 
tions from the Englifli to dine with them 
in rotation, that we (hall ftay longer 
than we intended ; for finding Dijon an 
extravagant French town, we loon agreed 
it would not anfwer our purpole, as a 
place of halt, for a few months, to im- 
prove 



\ 
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prove our knowledge of the French 
language, to which this town is well 
adapted — The French is fpoken here with 

the utmoft purity a vicious phrafe is 

feldom to be found iij. the mouth of a 
peafant around Dijon. 

The Hotel de Conde, where we now 
are, is as dear as any Hotel in 'London; 
an anecdote relative to the unbounded 
avarice of our hoft, was mentioned to 
us by our friend the antiquarian. Lord 
A. P. with his lady, arrived there from 
the fouth — upon her arrival, Lady P. 

was brought to bed — his Lordfhip order- 
ed the landlord not to let a waggon or 
a coach enter the yard until his lady 

was recovered — to make his" bill, ftating 
what he (hould lofe by the above arrange- 
ment He had the modefty to charge 

fifty pounds a day — had it been a thou* 

T 4 fand, 



* 
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fand, in fuch a fituation, Lord P. muft 
have acquiefced.— In ten days her lady- 
(hip got well enough to continue her 
route to Paris. Exclufive of all other ex- 
pences, Lord P. paid five hundred 
pounds for the tranquillity of the hoteL 



Farewell. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXIV. 



Dijon. 

THIS is an elegant and commodious 
town ; the ftreets arc wide ; the 

houfes built low, and more in the EngliGi 
manner than I have yet feen in France ; 
the ramparts exhibit a very beautiful 
pi&urefque country ; feveral pleafant lit- 
tle villages, fituated on high hills, whofe 
declivities are cloathed with vines, are 
happy obje&s, terminating the different 
views; they have adjoining the ramparts, 
a retreat called Vaux-Hall ; the only par- 
ticular in which there is a limilitude be- 
tween this and the celebrated Vaux-Hall 
of your country ; it is to be fure a faint 
imitation, but if, as I am told it does, 
it tends to concenter fociety in the fum- 

mer months, the principal end of a plea- 

furc 
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fiire garden is anfwered : indeed the en- 
virons of Dijon are one continued plea- 
fure garden. The town lies at a little 
diftance trom Talan and Fontaines, be- 
tween two hills, at the entrance of a vail 
plain which extends about eight leagues 
to the fouth ; to the weft it looks upon a 

long chain of mountainous country, robed 
with vineyards, flowing with the mod 
delicious wine in the world. 

There are feven parifh churches in 
Dijon, none of them very remarkable 
for the beauty of the workmanfhip, or of 
their paintings ; I muft except the facade 
of Notre Dame, which is highly, and I 
think juitly admired. The public bnikU 
ings are magnificent, and arranged with 
propriety ; the parliament was eftabliflied 
by Lewis XL in the place of the Dukes of 
Burgundy in 1480. Great form and 
dignity are obferved in French parlia- 
mentary proceedings* We were prefent 

at 
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at a pleading ; it was upon a cafe Angu- 
lar enough ; an attempt was made to di- 
vert an advocate of his gown ; the pre- 
text immoral conduct; a tender connect 
tion with a lady, whole reputation was 
rather problematical, and whofe humble 
rank in life countenanced not her difli- 
pated manners, was adduced in proof of 
the allegation ; the poor devil of an ad- 
vocate was upon his legs at leaft four 
hours, and laboured hard to exonerate 
himfelf from the charge ; infifting much 
upon the innocent^ fentimcntal nature of 
the arrangement ; however, as the lady's 

1 

apron was obferved by the fage and pe- 
netrating judges to be too fliort for a 
profeflTor of the Platonic (yftem, the 
advocate loft his gown : in France it is 
expe&ed that lawyers peeler ve, at lead 
the outward femblance of honefty. 

There are three (bperb hofpitals of 
Dijon ; one in the city, called St. Anne, 
for the accommodation of orphans ; a 

fine 
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fine, well-adapted building ; the fecond, 
in the fuburb d*Ouche, is VUopital 4e 
St. Efprit, founded and built by Eudes 
the third Duke of Burgundy, in 1204. 
It is of the order of St. Efprit de Mont- 
pdlier, ferved by les pritres hofpitaliers % 
for pilgrims and travellers ; the third, in 
the lame fuburb, is a fuperb building, at 
the expence of the principal magiftrates 
and inhabitants of the town — it is called 
VUopital General de la charite — it is ap- 
propriated to the ufe of poor helplefs fick, 
and is ferved hy nuns, who had, for 
their inftitutor, a certain Benigne Jolio, 
Dodlor of Sorbonne, who, dying a faint, 
perfumed with holinefs, was buried in 
this hofpitaL 

One of the principal curiofities of Di- 
jon is the Chartreufe, iituated about a 
mile without the town — it is richly en- 
dowed, and makes a good ufe of part of 
its revenues — it gives a very confider- 

able 
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able fura annually to the PHopital de St. 
Efprit, and to the poor, fix hundred 
large loaves of bread a week. There arc 
from ten to a dozen monks in this houfe, 
who are fuch drift obfervers of (Hence, 
that you would think yourfelf in a defart 
— This chartreule was built and endowed 
by the laft Dukes of Burgundy ; its cir- 
cumference is prodigious ; the cloift&s 
and the church itfelf beautiful; in the 
middle of the choir you may fee two filh 
perb tombs of black marble ; upon one 
of which is moft naturally repreferited 
Duke Philip the Bold, upon the other 

the figure of his Ion, Dtike John, fans 
pcur> with that of his wife, Margftfet of 
Bavaria ; you are (hewn the body arid 
the head of this laft Duke, who was kilted 
upon the bridge of Montfeau Fatrt- 
Yonne ; around thefe noble tombs vou 
fee a number of little figures, in white 
marble, about a foot and a half high, 
reprefenting the convoy of this jprince — 

their 
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their different attitudes, and the exprrf* 
fions of their countenances are very in- 
terefting. 

m 

Among the paintings, our Saviour 
taken down from the crofs, has great 
merit — -I think I never faw any thing 
more naturally reprefented than the 
blood flowing from his feet that had been 

nailed to the crofs : it was fo horribly 
fine, it made me fhudder ! 

I mud not omit to mention a curiofity 
(hewn in one of the principal churches 
of this town, la Sainte Chapcllc % founded 
by Hugh the Third, and Sixth Duke of 
Burgundy, of the firft race, at his return 
from the Holy Land. In the cloifter of 
the canons which joins this church, you 
lee a miraculous hofl, marked with drops 
of blood which (he (bed when {he was 
pierced with levered flrokes of a pen- 

iife, by the (acrilegious hand of a cer- 
tain 
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tain Jew ! It was fent in the year 1430, 
by Pope Eugene the Fourth, to Philip 
the Good Duke of Burgundy, who made 
a prefent of it to this church, where it 
is preferved in a golden coffer, garnifhed 
with precious ftones, a gift of the Duke 
of Epernon. It is expofed in an annual 
fete, placed in a golden fun of maflive 
weight, adorned with jewels. In this 
church you fee the efcutcheons painted of 
the Knights of the Golden Fleece, infti- 
tuted by Philip the Good, at Bruflels. 

The lafl and moft celebrated curiofity 
of Dijon is an edifice behind the church 
of the order of St. Benigne. It is a ro- 
tunda, and has ftrong marks of extreme 
antiquity ; it is compofed of three vaults, 
one above another, fuftained by one 
hundred and four pillars, each of one 
intire piece ; it receives no light, but 
from an opening at the top of the build- 
ing ; it is fuppofed to have been a temple 

of 
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of the Pagan gods, now confecrated to 
the god of Chriftians, by means of feve- 
ral chapels worked in it, as well as by the 
devotion of the faithful, who there re- 
vere the tombs of primitive chriftians, 
or unknown martyrs, to whom this 
building has ferved as a place of afylum* 
or burying place. 

As we were with our guide defend- 
ing to this gloomy edifice, we defcried a 
glimmering taper moving about the pa- 
gan temple by a hand that appeared, in 
the darknefs vifible, to be that of a giant ! 
We called a halt in front, — the dead fi- 
lence reigning around the awful vault ! 
the idea of the impious pagan rites that 
had been celebrated there ; their abomi- 
nable facrifice of the primitive chriftians, 

rufbing upon our difordered fancy, made 
us conceive this figure to be fome un- 
happy foul reconnoitring his dreary- 
abode ! Our guide appalled, fell bead- 
long 
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long down the fteps, upon this gigantic 
phantom ! the guide fcreamed moft woe- 
fully, while the phantom cuffed a.njd 

curled the guide. The bad French fyi 

which he cloathed his execrations, Icjd 
me to difcover him ; furely, I cried, thjis 
piuft be the flower of modern antiqua- 
rians, the prQfound Rubijo I none but a 

genius like him would quit Dijon, its 
Jadies and its agremens, to bury himfelf 
with heathen gods and chriftian martyrs! 
He clafped me in his arms, my dear !— — 
pone but a man of your tafte would have 
traced me in my pbilofophic haunts ! 

He politely offered to be qur guide ; 
(lie wed us a large aperture on one fide 
of the wall ; he was convinced this was 
the door at which the beaft was intro- 
duced at the ancient facrifice ; he ad-» 
duced Co many arguments in favour of 
the conje&ure, that we were fain to be 
convinced likewife ; he traced the build- 

U ing 



4 
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ing beyond the time of Ghrift. Having 
filled his pocket handkerchief with an- 
tique duft, purloined from the fides of 
the door of facrifice, he led us tp certain 
figures of wild beafts (tygers) very plain- 
ly wrought in Mofaic, on the pavement ; 
this was, with femblance of truth, fup- 

pofed to be a remain of Roman fuperfti- 
tion ; it gave Rubijo occafion tp expa- 
tiate diffufively upon the cats, dogs, mpn- 
kies, and other gods and godclefles of 
the Egyptians, Aflyrians, Grecians, and 
Romans. This brought ustot\yo o'clock; 
we afcended to dinner. We have been 
folicited by our countrymen here to re- 
fide in this town ; they have in their 

■ ' • ... 

turns entertained us in a fumptuous and 

• * • • 

elegant ftyle ; indeed the very agreeable 
manners of the Engiifli refiding at Dijon 
is a principal reafon for quitting them ; 
we perceive their fociety will feduce us 
from our firft objeft, the attainment of 
the French language. As a place of 

V . . . • • 

abode, 
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abode, Dijon is very eligible ; it is the 
capital of a mod: fweet country ; con- 
taining, within itfelf, every thing re- 
<juifite to the luxuries, as well as necef- 
faries of life. Ceres and Bacchus walk 
hand in hand, difpenfing to their favo- 
rite Burguignons, their peculiar bleff* 
ings. 

Dijon is alfo the feat of a parliament* 
Once in three years the dates are here 
aflembled by their governor, the Prince 
of Conde, when the town blazes with 
royal fplendor. 

They have a good theatre ; the firft 
aftors of Paris frequently refort to Di- 
jon, at the meeting of parliament, or 
the afTembly of the ftates. Some of the 
principal nobility, arid a great number 
of the learned, particularly the learned 
of the long robe, reflde here. Dijon 
has at prefent a concert, gentlemen per- 

V 2 for- 
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formers. All amateurs of the city, and 
travellers of fafhion, are here received 
with politenefs. 

Le&iires on botany, natural and ex- 
perimental philofophy are' given gratis 
by profeflbrs appointed for that purpofe ; 
ftrangers of decent appearance may 
readily procure an introdu&ion, and 
here they meet with the citizens of rank 
and fafhion of both fexes. Women are 
thought by thefe polite people, by no 
means out of their lpheres in a philo- 
fbphic circle. I coincide with French 
ideas upon this occafion ; I have ever 

* 

thought the fair fex pofTefled a happy 
difpofition to the fludy of natural philo- 
ibphy, nor do I tafte the experimental 
part of the fcience, unlefs the fair are 
the obje&s of my experiments. 

To-morrow we fliall ride out of town, 

... * * * 

about twelve miles, to fee the monks 

• < 

and 



WANDERER. 3 oy 

and the celebrated Abbey of Citeaux— 
after which we fliall, though with regret* 
bid adieu to this town and its numerous 
agremens ; from eflenced petits-maitres, 
we fliall again become peripatetic philo- 
fophers, and fliape our courfe to Be- 
fan^on. 



Adieu* 



UJ LET- 



* 
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L E T T E ll XXV. 

Monki of Citeaux in Burgundy, 
Story of the Noble Austrian. 

TX7E were furnifhed with a letter of in- 
troduction to the prior of the con- 
vent, from Monf. TAbbe Butler, a native 
of Ireland, defervedly refpe&ed here, 
who takes all occafions of evincing his 
benevolence to his countrymen. Sey- 
mour and I, attended by our fcrvant, 
went on horfeback, and arrived at Ci- 
teaux a few moments before dinner was 
ferved. It was a Lent-funday — We were 
not expected, yet I have feldom ken a 
repaft at once fo fuperb and elegant — 
There was no meat, yet we had, in the 
different courfes, at leaft fifty difhes, ex- 
clufive of the defert, which confided of 
fmeetmeats, a variety of fruits, artd half a 
^ dozen 
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ctozen different kinds of exquifite cheefe* 
The dinner confifted of white foups, a 
fpecies of aquatic wild fowl, vegetables 
and eggs drefled in various manners, all 
delicious. The Abb6 of Citeaux is a 

youngei* brother of one of the firft fami- 
lies in France. The man of birth, of edu- 
cation and breeding is confpicuous in his 
every action ; he is too a very handfome 
man* polite* 6afy, genteel, and, although 
above fifty* yet fiich is the elegant otium 
cum dignitate he enjoys, as monarch of 
Citeaux, that he appeared to me not more 
than thirty* He invited, with the prior, 
half a dozen of his fubje&s to dine at his 
table with his Englifti guefts — in all we 
made the number of the Mufes, with 
Apollo at our head. — If brilliant wit flows 
from ;fparkling wine ours was of the 
pureft water. The fympoftum Dei, as 
deicribed by the antient poets, was ra- 
ther a boifterous club — the fympoftum Dei 

U 4 at 
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at Citeaux was " the feaft of reafon arid 
the flow of foal !" 

This monaftery was founded by a Duke 
of Burgundy. The Abbe walks next to 
the Priiice of Conde in procefiions, and 
is deemed the fecond man, with refpe& 
to tatik, in the duche. His revenues, 
about 5000 1. a year, an enormous fum 
in this country, arife principally from 
the excjtiiflte wines made upon the lands 
contiguous to and belonging to the con- 
Tent — -Befides white, he gave us nine dif- 
ferent kihds of red Burgundy, with each 
df which Bacchus himfelf might have 
deighed.ta purple his mouth ! The noble 
Abb6 drank moderately, yet feeing the 
captain of the guards and the. wild 
American fmack their lips after each 
glafs, he had the happy talent of induc- 
ing his guefts to imbibe cheerfully. His 
difcourfe was £0 -powdered with Attic 

fait that it excited thirft. His look was 

fo 
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Co benign, fo friendly, he would beg us 
ib earneftly to tafte yet another and an- 
other glafs ; lie was (b ddirous that fuch 
good judges fliould give him their opi- 
mon of the comparative value of . lots 
feveral kinds of wine : he had fuch an art 
of exhibiting a better and (till better 
bottle, that we were fain to oblige our no- 
ble hoft — Potations fo exquifitc, uniting 
with our fenfibility of a reception To very 
friendly and polite, heightened our fjpir 
rits and Simulated our natural defire to 
.pleafe. We gave the Abbe and his bre- 
thren a fketch of the ridiculous inci- 
dents of our travels. We had the hap- 
.pinefs to fee that our attempt to divert 
the good monks was crowned with fuc- 
cefs— Their holy countenances were 
lighted up, and their fat fides (hook with 
•laughter — They became full of enjoue- 
mtnt % ^replete with repartee — Indeed the 

: benign air of the Abbe, the peculiar garb 

of 
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of him and his holy brethren* thfeii* 
flaQics of wit and merriment, contrafting 
with the folemn awful filence pervading 

the whole fcene arourtd us* operating up- 
on imaginations fluttered by mod exqui- 
lite beverage, induced us to conceive 
that we were far above the terreftial 
hemifphere, and 

" Purpurea bibimus ore ncCtar I fl 

Without incurring the imputation of va- 
nity we may fuppofe our focicty was 

■ 

agreeable to thefe honeft Bernardines — 

Secluded by the rules of their inftitution 
from the world, feeing little company 
but thofe whom curiolity excites to viilt 

them, I know no defcription of men 
more eaiily pleafed, more fufceptible of 
the charms of fociety than monks rn ge- 
neral. — In the bufy fcenes of life, in the 
public haunts of men, where aim oft every 

fource of enjoyment is exhaufted, a 

weari- 
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wearinefs, a tedium hangs upon the mind, 
which makes it delicate and faftidious to 
excels, and, in a manner, impervious 
to agreeable fenfations — With the man of 
the world novelty is exhaufted, with the 
reclufe every thing is new— every little 
incident therefore becomes an object fii- 
mulating curiofity — Tafting, as we did, 
the refined pleafure of pleafing, we were 
ourfelves highly pleafed — We agreed that 
we never had patted a more agreeable 
day. 

9 

Of the monks invited to dine with us 
there was one by birth an Auftrian — a 
tall, manly, commanding figure! Courage 
and dignity beamed in his countenance — 
He had more the air ot a generalthan of 
a monk ! We fince learned that he was 
a man of birth ; that, in early life, he 
had been a foldier— had loved, but a dif- 
appointment in the mod tender and irre- 

fiftible of all human paffions had induced 

■ * 

him 
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him to dedicate the remains of his un- 
happy life to the fervice of God — In this 
holy afylum he endeavours, by medita- 
tion, and by a&* of beneficence, love, 

and charity, to obliterate or foothe the 
remembrance of his melancholy lot ! I 
don't know how it was, but a certain 
pre-fentiment that his might one day be 
my deftiny, immediately gave me a pre- 
dilettion for the nobly unfortunate Au- 
flrian ! He is now old and infirm, and 
looks as if the grave, the only fure re- 
fuge for forrows like his, will Toon clofe 

upoj> kim • H e \&& the gout, the Abbe 
told us*. — J loved the good Abbe for the 
refpeft and attention he paid the old 
man— 7 Cheer up, my father, faid tfye Ab- 
be, the .fit 1$ going off; you will f^on be 
out of pain ; drink cheerfully of this 
old wine — good wine is a panacea for ' 
the ills of all you Germans. — Here is to 
the health of the Emprefe your amiable 

Queen The Englifh gentlemen will 

pledge 
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pledge you. The Englifh gentry were 
once knight-errants in thfe fervice of yotit 
Imperial nriftrels. — A figh that heaved 
the manly brcaft of the noble Auftrian, 
and a big tear that trembled upon his 
woe-worn cheek, told us that his ficfc- 
nefs was in his heart, and that he W6Uld 
never be out of pain until his pulfe 
(hould forget to move! — Yet he drank to 
the health of his royal miftrefs, and taught 
his countenance to wear the femblancccff 
joy, left fympathy for his fufferings mighft 
filed a gloom over the focial circle. 

After coffee the Abbe very politely 
- prefTed us to take a bed, and (lay a 
t few days at the convent, faying, he 
would give us meat for fupper, which 
we (hould have had at dinner had he 
known of the honour we intended him— 
He afked us to look at his convene, me- 
dal-room, library, &c. — Seeing our pre- 
dilection for the ill-fated Auftrian, he de- 
fired him to accompany us* 

The 
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The church is beautiful and orna- 
merited with a great number of pictures, 
chiefly copies taken at Rome of the firft 
pieces in that city, fo celebrated for the 
merit of its paintings — The library is 
well chofen ; the medals neither nu- 
merous nor intrinfically valuable ; they 
are mod of them in brafs — A head of 
Otho and one of the emperor Julius Caefar 
are much admiredr — In the laft you trace 
pr fancy you trace all the lingular talents 
of that eminent warrior and flat efman in 
the lines of his coqntcnance.-^- While the 

Auftrian held the head of Csefar in his 
hand he defcanted, with an amiable en*- 
thufiafm, upon the virtues of his royal 
matter the reigning Emperor, and, by 
way of relief to the pi&ure, was lavifli of 
his fatire upon the Pruflian Frederick-** 

mm 

He lamented, that by our joining this 
fanguinary fcoundrel, as he called him, 
the laft war, we had precipitated, bien d 
contre cvttr, his beloved miftrefs Therefa 

into 



Y 
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into the arms of the French, in violation 
of true policy and of the natural byas of 
the Auftrians to the Englifh people : for, 

faid he, our habits and our manners are 
in unifon — We love the Englifh, and our 
Jove is heightened by our remembrance 
pf and gratitude for your generous and 
powerful protection of our young Queen, 
yvhen a combination of her enemies 
made her totter on her throne. Our al- 
liance with the infidious French is not 
countenanced by our feelings ; it is auk- 
ward : we are took frank, they are too 
crafty. Qn the other hand, connected 
with the Englifh, it is ever thus, faid the 

honeft Auftrian, eagerly fnatching my 
hand to his mouth and kijpng it. He 
then begged we would examine if we 
had any medals, that is halfpence, of the 
Kings and Queens of England. It is 
the greeted prelent you could make me, 
faid he— A true Auftrian infinitely prefers 
a brafs head of an Englifh king to a 

golden 
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golden ftatue of a French monarch ! The 
captain of the guards was highly de- 
lighted with- this elegant and finccre eu- 
log i urn upon his country and his fove- 
reign — By the afiiftance of his man Frank 
he had the happinefs to accommodate 
owr friend with a half fcore of the medals 
to which he was Co partial — Never did 
he receive Co many thanks for Co trivial 
a gift-^-The old man's heart overflowed 
at the fight of two individuals of * na- 
tion he loved — He faid, fliould we, as 
we had given room to hope, vifit their 
-convent on our return from Switzerland, 
he would tell us the fad ftory of his life — 
The lady I adored was, a native of your 
happy country, faid he — She is now no 
more — I have the additional anguifli to 
know, that her attachment to me pre- 
cipitated her fate ! — E'er I go to, my 
dear Adelaide I will cortfide to you the 
hiftory of our loves.-— Her countrymen 

and her lover (hall with tears of fen- 

timent 
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tirttent and of pity moiften her urn ! Here 
the voice of our noble friend faultered— 
He fighed, feemed confufed at betraying 
a tendernefs unfuited to his holy garb-— 
He blufhed, clapfed his folded hands to 
his agonising bread, which labour'd to 
contain a broken heart ! threw a longing, 
fixed look to the heavenly abode of his 
tniftrefs !— fhudder'd ! — -with his fuccinft 
robe, * candid type of an unfpotted foul, 
lie veiled his gufliing eye-lids, and ab- 
ruptly retired ! 

Thrice worthy ill-fated mortal ! fare 
thee well ! could I but fpeak peace to 
thy wounded fpirit my worfl: fin were 
done away \ Mayft thou hereafter meet 
thy beloved Adelaide in a purer world, 
where no crofs accident (hall break in 
funder the indiflbluble bond of love ; no 
cares cloud your joy ! 

* White, the drefs of the monks of Citteaux. 

X To 
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To recover our tone, we took a walk 
around the offices of the convent. The 
monks of Citteaux retain only the rational 
part of devotion : they clog not their 
way to heaven with ufelefs reftraints— — 
They have for relaxation a tennis-court, 
and even a billiard-table — They are lords 
of many villages and large tra&s of land 
in the environs* — They go a-fhooting, 
and have a proper fporting apparatus for 
the ule of their vifitors. — They again in- 
filled upon our tarrying two or three 
days in their retirement. — Having an 
indifpenfable engagement, we made polite 
excufes to the Abbe, and, promiling to 
vilit him on our return home, we rode 
back to Dijon. 



Adieu. 



LET- 
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L E T T JE R XXVL 




Dole, Befdnfon. 

'E arrived here a week ago^ — about 
fun-rife* two days after I laft wrote, 
We left Dijon> which* from the fweetnefi 
t>f the air and luxuriancy of its viands, 
fome call the Gapua of France-— we too 
found it a Capua alluring us into the fault 
for which Hannibal is fo highly cenfured. 
'— : We had enervated ourfelves by loiter- 
ing too long, add tailing too freely the 
luxuries prefented by our amiable coun- 
trymen* temporary refidents of Dijon. 

W£ had loft much of our enthufiafm, and 
walking was not fo pleafant as in the af- 
ternoon we had entered this elegant 
town ; however, we determined to (hake 

off a languor fb unmanly* and to perfe- 
vere in our ambulating fcheffie— we ftop- 

X z ped 
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ped to breakfaft at the hamlet of Genlis, 
and then pufhing on with ardour, pafled 

through Auxonne, a little fortified town, 
determining not to halt until we arrived at 
Dole,— -Juft as we faw an cxtenfive plain 
open upon us, we were overtaken by the 
moft dreadful ftorm of rain, hail, and 
thunder I ever faw in an European coun- 
try — we were in a moment wet to the 
(kin — The fall of rain continued the whole 
day. — It was fo pitchy dark that we had 
not the confolation to fee each other ; 
but when a flafli of lightning gleaming 
along the plain, (hewed to each the fleek 
countenance of his friend — we trudged 

"on gloomy and nnfocial — the Captain of 
the Guards, ever and anon ejaculating a 
few French oaths as the hail beat upon 
his indignant phiz — the American, pen- 
five and refigned, educated in the fchool 
of adverfity, enured to patience and long- 
fuffering, followed the footfteps of his 

-friend, inly milling/ ruminating on the 

chequered 
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chequered fcenes of his life, and eluding 
the wearifomenefs of the march, by com- 
paring the lowering of the fky to the 
frown on your brow, the flafhing of 
lightning to the blaze of your eyes. — Juft 
as we defcried the town of Dole the ftorm 
pafled away.— -The declining fun faintly 
glimmering upon the tops of the houfes, 
and blufliing upon the fweet river Doube, 
whole waves waflied a vafl meadow lying 

before the town, exhibited Dole and its 

* 

environs in a beautiful lights — It was a 
fweet pi&ureique fcene, not wild like 
the rocky landfcapes of SalvatorRofa, or 
Pouflin, but mild, gay, and inviting, 
like the rural views of Titiano. 

«r Dole was formerly the capital of 
Franche.Compte — The parliament has 
been transferred to Benfanjon — The 
ftreets are wide, the houfes large and 

well built There are many remains of 

Roman greatnefs to be feen here ; part 

X3 of 
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of an amphitheatre ; near the river, fragc 
ments of a mod fuperb palace, and two. 
aquedudls ; there are alfo veftiges of fe- 
veral Roman temples in the environs of 
Dole, almoft hidden by villages, whole 
names are evidently Roman ; for in- 
ftance Joue, and many others fi mated 
along the pent of a hill covered with 
vines, which look upon a delicious val- 
Jey, from its amenity, called the valley 
of Love. There are two mineral fprings 
at the village of Joue y highly efteenied: 
take Dole for all in all, I hardly know a 

■ « • ■ 

fpot better adapted to the refidence of 
a man who pants not after the gew-gaw 
of life, and is content with fimple, yet 
elegant filvan fcenes. At the moment we, 
arrived, Dole and its environs had few 
charms for us ; we were (Uivering with 
cold, and dripping with the remains of 
the hail fiorm ; of courfe a good fire, 
generous wine, and an elegant fupper 

would have been more welcome than a 

*• • . » 

panic- 
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partie-quarrh with princeflesof Circaflian 
beauty, in the inchanting gardens of 
Alcinous ; our firft objett therefore was 
the beft inn in the town ; but how to 
make a handfome entre was the difficulty. 
Inn-keepers have no predilection for pe- 
ripatetic philofophers : add to this, we 
were wet and overwhelmed with dirt 
and mud ; our appearance was rather 
piteous or grotefque than brilliant and 
prepoflefling. To be fure the coup cTwil 
we exhibited was not at all frevenante. 

The captain ordered me in front, oblerv- 
ing that an old green fattin riding 

waiftcoat, laced with gold, that I had 
on, might peradventure plead for us* 
I threw open my Englifh frock to make 
the mod of my plea ; I fpoke in a com- 
manding furly tone, becaufe humility, 
clpecially on foot, in all civilized countries, 
excites fulpicion : happily for us, as we 
entered the door of the hotel, a rubicund 
capuchin demanded quclqucs fous for the 

X 4 love 
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love of God ! we had luckily the day 
before united in one purfe the remains 
of our travelling Jlrong box. I was the 
then purfe-bearer ; I pulled out, with a 
carelefs air, all our riches, and {hrcvy 
the fat monk a twelve fous piece ; fome 
precious few pieces of gold gave a rich 
relief to the large French crowns with 

which the purfe was filled ; the land- 
lady's daughter, a plump, handfouie^ 
buxom hufley, tall as a grenadier, leer-: 
ing her jetty eye obliquely at the pre- 
cious metal, fmiled benignly, and imme- 
diately opened the beft room in the houfe. 

IJaving no led-fliirts, we hinted fpmer 
thing about expefting a fervant with 
our baggage, Madenioifelle, with true, 
French eafe and politenefs, offered us a 
couple of her fhifts by way of fucceda- 
ncum ; in our predicament, the offer 
was refpeclable; flie brought in her (liifts 
and a pair of petticoats in lieu of finals 
f loaths ; (he equipped Seymour with a 

tafty 
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tfifly filk pplonefe, . and me with a de* 

j 

gagee mqnjing drefs, qr dijbabillce of a 
fafhionable griflfettc ; (he drefled ws her? 
felf, and feeRied mightily pleafed with 
the mctamorphpfe of her hands, faying, 
Mon Dieu / quelle do mm age quil fait le 
Careme, far violq de tres beaqx mafques—* 
Thus transformed, wp fat down to fup- 
per-rr-To complete the number of the 
graces, we infilled that Mademoifelle 

« 

fliould fet at the he^d pf the table — A 
French woman never lets flip an oppor- 
tunity of difplaying all her accomplish- 
ments, h fe faire valoir — (he. hinted 
flic could ling j her voice, though 
pot powerful, was mellow — (lie fang 
fhanfons h boire, des cbanfonettes tendres f 
and aided by a bottle of old wine, loon 
diffipated all remembrance of the ftorm. 

We flept with Mademoifelle — *s flxifts, 
and in the morning exchanged them for 
pur (hurts. AJ)QV!£ twelve o'clock we quit- 

*e4 
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ted Dole, marching on for Befan^on, 
with a pleafant hilly country on our left, 
the valley of Love and the river Doube 
on our right— We dined at St. V. and 
was overtaken about fun-fet by the dili* 
gence and our man Frank. Befan^on, 
being a garrifon town, we were appre^ 
henflve the gates might be (hut upon us, 
we therefore got into the diligence, and 
under covert of the night arrived here. 



Adieu, 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVII. 



BENSANCON, now the capital of the 
Compte of Burgundy, called Franche 
Compte, lies in a vale furrounded by 
hills fo gigantic, that they rather deferve 
the appellation of mountains j it is fitua- 
jted upon the river Doube, which divides 
the town into two unequal parts, the 
^argeft of which forms a peninfula, wafh- 
ed by the river ; this peninfnla is clofed 
by a high mountain, on which they have 
built a ftrong citadelle. The citadelle 
fiands upon a rock, and oommands the 
whole town, but is itfelf commanded by 
the Cbadan, a mountain, where former- 
ly facrifice.s were made in honour of 

piana. 

■* ■ • • 

Many 
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Many monuments remain, evincing 
Befajon to be one of the moft ancient 
towns in Europe ; on the mountain, fa- 
cred to the goddels Diana, you lee the 
remains of a Pantheon, now called Us 
Colhnnes ; the remains of an aqueduct ; 
the following names of places at Befan^ 
yon are evidently Roman, as Cbamars % 
(Campus Mortis) Cbamufe ( Campus Mu- 
far urn J Cbailla (Campus Luna, &c.) On 
the foot of the mountain on which the 
citadelle now (lands* Julius Ca&far cut a 
hole above forty feet through the folid 
rock ; this ferves at prefent for one of 
the principal gates of the town ; through 
this paffage his vi&orious legions entered 
and took the city from the Gauls ; an in* 

fcription of this event is now placed ox\ 
the gate, 

The ftreets of Belanfon are hand-* 
fome, ftraight, and very fpacious. The 
houfes are built with fine ftope, and 
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in a commodious ftyle. There are fe- 
veral iquares : that of Battan is orna- 
mented by a fountain, which gives its 
water through a figure of Bacchus. The 
town houfe is a large building, of four 
wings, which form a fquare court. On 
the Cafcade you fee a brazen ftatue of 
the emperor Charles the Fifth, who in one 
hand holds a globe, in the other a fword, 
with thefe words, Plut & Dieu ! expref- 
five of his fuppofed thirft for univerfal 
empire. The Imperial eagle rifes, di£ 
playing his wings over a large bafon, 
ipquting water through his beak. 

The governor's palace is well arranged. 
A fountain before it is embellifhed by the 
ftatue of a woman: flie is in a fitting 
poffure, and difpenfes her water by means 
of apertures artfully wrought in two lit- 
tle globes embofTed upon her bofom. 
Befan^on, it feems, is fultry during the 
Tummer : the inhabitants therefore flock 

to 



334 The AMERICAN 

to fountains, and* by the above exhibit 
tion, feem defirous of indulging two* 
fenfes at the fame time* 

*The parliament was transferred irt 
1676 from Dole to this town ; Co was the 
univerfity in 1691. *The grand hofpital 
of Befan^ori, of the order* of the Holy 
Ghoft of Montpelier, is a noble and mag- 1 
iiificent building* A Monf. de Va^be, a 
very amiable man, our acquaintance, is 
principal phyfician to this hofpital. Hcf 
has carried us to fee it. The ihterlof 
difpofition is admirable : the uttnoft rieat- 
iiefs and regularity is obferved. I tafted 
their broth, which was excellent. I faiV 
large quantities of fine mutton and veal 
hanging in their kitchen. The fick arc! 
attended by a number of nuns* They 
are arrayed in a very niodeft and becom- 
ing ftyle : a French grey robe with a 
large, fnowy, fine, white linen veil, fit- 1, 
ting like a clofe cap their heads, and 

flbW* 



WANDERER- 335 

flowing negligently upon their necks and 
(hdulders. They are many of them very 
handfome* The firtiplicity of their drefs 

gives a zeft to their charms. Under the 
aufpices of our agreeable little friend 
de Vach6 we often ftroll to the hofpital* 
Which is infinitely neater than many ball- 
rooms I have feen, to converfe with thefe 
amiable nuns, and partake of their re* 
frefhmen t of coffee and fweetmeats. The 
refined fenfe and elegant manners we 
difcovered in many of them excited at 
once our admiration and pity— Admira- 
tion, that fenfe and elegance fliould 
abide with the.reclufe inhabitants of aa 

hofpital ; pity, that women fo happily 
moulded by nature to top their parts in 
the moft tender fcenes of connubial blifi, 
fhould, by a barbarous law, be deftined 
to converfe with man only in his fallen 
ftate ! 



Befan9on ; 
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Be(an£on> hanging tipott the Swift 
frontier, is ftrongly fortified* and ha* 
generally A garrifon from fik to ten thou*' 
land mem A regiment df dragoons* 
one of artillery* two of Swift, and the 
regiment du Roi> of four battalions* are 
now here* The world cannot produce 
a finer regiment of infantry than the re* 
giment du Roh It may indeed be ftyled 
rather a moving military academy that! 

& finiple body of foidiers. Befides theitf 
colonel, th# King* it has two other co- 
lonels, whole pay, I am told, is much 
larger than that of the colonels of othef 
regiments, becaufe they are prefumed to 
prefide over, not only thp military dlfci* 
pline of the regiment* but the morals 
and polite improvement of the numerous 
noble youth attached to it^Nurabers of 
whom (erve for fome years in this regl* 
ment without pay* They have a riding 
and a mathematical mailer attending the 
regiment. The reafon why fo many 

more 
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more young noblemen and youth of dis- 
tinction ierve than are confident with 
the proper number of officers neccflary 
for each company arifes, I am told, from 
certain privileges which two years ferv- 

* ■ 

ing in this regiment confer upon them, 
under cover of which they may, in fome 
meafure, anticipate their years, and pufh 
the natural intereft flowing from their 
high birth. Through the politenels of 
my friend of the guards, whofe coat, in- 
dependent of his amiable manners, is a 
fufficient introduction to all the Euro- 
pean military, I am acquainted with 
mod of them. They are men of finiflied 
breeding ; many of them Knights of Malta, 
who confequently have travelled, and are 
generally men of obfervation. We were this 
.morning upon the parade, and had the 
honour to be introduced to the command- 
ant Monf. le Marquis d'Entragues, and 
to the governor Monf. le Marquis de Saint 
Simond — Men of high birth and poliflied 

Y man* 
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manners. Than the former, I think, I 
never faw a perfon who had more the air 
of a man of faflrion. He is about forty, 
a bachelor ; very handfome, a modeft 

Frenchman, an addrefe, elegance blend- 
ed with eafe. He was, it feems, a very 
great favourite of the late King of France, 
and always made one of his private whift 
parties, of which game Louis Quinze was 
very fond. 

The parade is at the entrance of the 
Chamars, which is the principal rural 
beauty of Befan^on. I believe no forti- 
fied town can boaft a more filvan fcene. 
It is an inchanting promenade, filled 
with beautiful walks, and planted with 
noble trees, in imitation of the Elyfian 
fields terminating the Tuilleries at Paris. 
The mall Angularly pleafes me : on one 
fide you have the whole garden ofCbamars, 
on the other the trees waving over the 
verdant margin of the ramparts, which 

partly 
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partly (hade the river Doube from the 
eye of the fpe&ator. The view 'from this 
walk is again bounded on the other fide 
of the river by the Cbadan, one of the 
moft gigantic mountains in the world, 

whofe tremendous head threatens to fall 
upon the beau monde walking in this 
alley. This awful coup (Tail fills the 
mind with a fpecies of fear, infpiring ra«* 
ther penttive than unpleafant ideas, From 
this mountain Louis the Magnificent, or, 
as the French will have it, Louis Ie 
Grand, attacked and carried the town ; 
and is faid to have had a horfe {hot under 
him. — ^But let me retire from the often- 
tatious Louis, to purfue my ramble in 
this delicious mall. The zephyrs un- 
ceafingly flap their downy wings, and 
the birds for ever fing in the impending 

fprays of the lofty oaks nodding o'er tho 
pafling flood. The fweet view of the 
Elyfian fields on your left, contrafted 
with the awful mountain on the right of 

Y z the 
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the river, which, well nigh hid from die 
fight, daQies along its rocky Chore, its 

diftant murmurs fimulating die (ighs of 
unhappy lovers, combines a pleafing, 
melancholy, bewitching fcene. La belie 
Marquife de St, Simon d tells, me, there 
is a tradition, that the water of this 
filver ftreani poflefles virtues fimilar to 
thofe afcribed by the antients to the Leu- 
cadian Lake ; accordingly, if a fwain 
finds all efforts fruitlefs, if he finds that 
the lady is neither moved by oaths or 
vows ; is deaf to the Syren voice of flat- 
tery, he has recourfe to this dernier re- 
fort, Previoufly taking leave of his rela- 
tions and friends, he plunges in, and 
generally drinks death, or oblivion to his 
love, in the benign waters of the Doube. 
This experiment is, it feems, fo common, 
that a lover's leap here is as little at- 
tended to, by the mall, as a duel fought 
by Irifhmqn at Lucas' CofFee-houle in 
Dublin is regarded by the fpe&ators. I. 

faw 
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faw a well-dreft petit-maitre plunge in 
the other day. I was running to his 
afliftance, when I was ftopt by a Knight 
of Malta, with whom I was walking 

Ne vous derangez pas, Monfieur, dit-il — 
ce nejl qtfun amoureux tranfi que appa- 
remment veut fe prevaloir de la virtue 
du Doube. 

When the filver moon, gleaming 
through the rich foliage of the trees, darts 
her pale beams along the mountain fa- 
cred to the goddefs of innocence, aad 
kifles the palling dream, here I delight 
to ramble — here I endeavour to pervade 
the future volume of my life — here I 
anticipate the pleafures and the pains 
which you and fate doom me to fuffer— 
and, {hrinking from the chain of my 
gloomy ideas, I fometimes have caught 
myfeli in the defponding attitude of the 
ill-requited Sappho; I hear myfelf repeat^ 
ing her fweet invocation previous to her 
fall : 

Y 3 <Ye 
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c Ye gentle gales ! beneath my body blow, 

c And lbftly lay me on the waves below : 

c And tjiou, kind Love ! my finking limbs fuftain, 

* Spread thy foft wings and waft me o'er the main 

* Nor let a lover's death theguiltlefs flood profan 

But hitherto I recoil from the unmanly 
a&ion : for, though my malady tinges 
my whole life with fhades of forrow, yet 
cannot I wifli a cure. 




Farewell. 
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LETTER XXyill. 



The Holy Handkerchief. 

\X/E dined ycftcrday with that amiable 
nobleman, the Marquis cT Entrauges 
1 — there were about fifty covers — the re- 
paft fumptuous to excefs ; the wines de- 
licate ; the Marquis ordered to be fat 
before Seymour and myfelf a couple of 
bottles of claret of a hogfhead that had 
travelled to Pondicberry in the eaft, repo- 
fed one twelvemonth in the cellar of the 
ill-fated Count de Lally, thence wander- 
ing to the weft, had received its utmoft 
amelioration at Martinico, under the au- 
{pices of that accompliflied foldier and 
elegant gentleman, the Marquis de la 
Bouille. The commandant politely obfer- 
ved, " I always recolleft with pleafure 
and with pride, the intimacy and friend- 

Y 4 (hip 
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(hip I have tafted with my Lord Clair 
and feveral other noblemen, your coun- 
trymen • I recolledl their predilection for 
claret, and I was charmed to be inform- 
ed by my butler this morning, that I had 
Hill a few choice bottles to fet before my 
Englifli friends." Partial to all Englifl}- 
mcn, and, of courfe, to their prejudices, 
I am willing to allow, that of all hereftes 
from found orthodox burgundy, the claret 
bercfy is the lead damnable, yet, well 

aware of the dangerous tendency of all 
heterodox opinions, I fip it with the mod 

pious caution, I imbibed a few glafles, 
&s a decent retort courteous to the Mar- 
quis' elegant compliment, and for the 
remainder of the afternoon, devoted my- 
felf to pure worfliip at the burgundy 
fhrine. The commandant's burgundy 
was the more pleafing to me, as it con- 
vinced me I was a connoifleur ; upon 

* 

tailing it, I faid, 1 thought it had the fame 

flavor 
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flavor with a bottle given to us by the 
Abbe of Cittcaux — the Marquis replied, 
that he had purchafed it from that con- 
vent, We had at dinner, the Governor, 
le Marquis de St. Simond, the lntendant t 
and about forty officers and gentlemen 
of diftindlion. Araongft a variety of 

topics, the converfation rolled upon the 
approaching ceremony of St. Suaire, 

which a Knight of Malta recommended 
to our obfervation, as the moft curious 
religious pageant exhibited in any catho- 
lic country ; we are juft returned from 

this exhibition. St. Sua ire is the holy 
handkerchief with which Chrift wiped 
his face during his fufFerings upon the 
profs. There is only oqe moiety of this 
precious handkerchief at Benfangon, the 
remainder is at Rome. Voltaire fays, 
that when the town was taken by Lewis 
the Fourteenth, the only article of capi- 
tulation infijled upon by the inhabitants 

was, 
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was, that their conqueror fliould not re- 
move from Benfangon the holy handker- 
chief, and, as Lewis was more of the 
politician than the faint, he readily ac- 
ceede4 to this article. 

St. Suaire has the marvellous power of 
driving out devils ; at Benfanfon it is 
feid to be fingularly efficacious in its 
power of curing Us femmes pojfedes ; this 
being the cafe, what a pity we have not 
a fragment of the holy handkerchief in 
every country of the univerfe; for where 
is the couutry in which a curious obler- 
ver may not difcover ladies poflefled of 
the devil ? 

Sr. Suaire is (hewn twice a year, Ea£ 
ter and Whitfun-Monday, from the gal- 
lery belonging to the church of St. John, 
by the Archbilhop of Befan^n, who is 
alfo prince of the empire. 

The 



fc 
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The church of St. John lies at the foot 
of a prodigious mountain ; the gallery 
from which the holy handkerchief is ex* 
hibited, looks upon the fide of this 
mountain ; which* by eight o'clock in 
the morning, was covered with fpecta* 
tors, afTembled from all parts of the ad- 
jacent country, to the number of forty 
thoufand, to behold this lingular pheno- 
menon. The grand ftreet of Befan^on 
leading up to the church, was lined on 
each fide by foldiers, about two thoufand 
men under arms, to prevent riots, and 
to add to the pomp of the fcene. AH the 
windows fronting the ftreet were thrown 
open, from which were fufpended rich 
tapeitry hangings, paintings, and car- 
pets ; oij thefe the whole collected beauty 
of the town reclined, arrayed in their 
holiday cloaths, ftretching out their 
lovely necks, and flafliing around their 
funny eyes, at once to indulge the eyes 

of their lovers* and to fatiate their own 

curiofity ; 
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curiofity. A coup d'wil more pleading, 
more pompous, more magnificent, I ne-* 

ver faw ! through the hay formed by the 
loldiery, Seymour and I advanced up 
the flreet to the fummit of the hill, un- 
der the prote&ion of the young officers 
of the regiment du Roi upon duty, who 
were ordered to advance a detachment 
to the fide of the hill, to keep off the 
mob, who, ftimulated bj curiofity, croud- 
cd around the fojfejfed. 

There was one perfon only who pre-* 

Rented herfelf to Saint Suaire — a hand- 
fome country girl, about feventeen years 
of age. The Archbifhop, furrounded by 
his canons, now appeared in the gallery, 
in their blue (ilk capes, faced with red 
tafFety, the drefs of the order. The bi- 
fliop unfurled the holy handkerchief, 
which yet retained the fpots of blood 
imprefled upon it by Jefus Chrift, while 
the drums beat, the mufic ftruck up, 

and 
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and awe, reverence, and eager expecta- 
tion beamed in the faces of the devout I 
The officers, Seymour and myfelf* at this 
moment* furrounded the poflefled dam- 
fel; we had therefore an opportunity of 
obferving all her manoeuvres, I had 
often the honour of lifting her up whea 
flje was over-born by the waving to and 
fro of the immenfe multitude. While 

• * 

the holy handkerchief was flying, the 
devil feemed ftrong upon her, evincing 
himfelf by inward groanings of the fpirit, 
foamings at the mouth, and a thouland 
antic tricks ; but as foon as the good 

■ 

bifhop took in his anti-fatanic handker- 
chief, the poflefled lady remained placid 
and compofed ; (he even attended to the 
flourets of a young urchin of an officer 
in the king's regiment, the (on of the 

Duke de N s ; this profane rogue 

would make love to her, tickle her, flat- 
ter her ; (he feemed to Men nothing 
loth to his attentions ; would even laugh 

and 
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and totally forget the part it became her 

to play, until the roll of the drum, and 
and the fluttering of Saint Suaire again 

difturbed the devil within her; (he would 
then reiterate her murmurs and groans* 
Thrice the good bifliop with anxious atid 
difmayed countenance difplayed the holy 
handkerchief, and thrice he retired it 

without vifible effecfi. The devil flill 
pofTefled the woman, for (he yet attend- 
ed to the 'blandifhments of the young 
officer ! the devotees were fcandalized ; 
the bifliop was in a dilemma ; thoulands 
of gaping believers ftood appalled, fear- 
ing that the tutelar faint of Befangou 
would no more fliower down his bleflings 
upon fuch miferable finners ! I really 
myfelf fympathized with fuffering huma-r 
nity, and thinking that the devil, from 
the. contumacy he had recently evinced, 
muft be partial to the company of the 
military, I was endeavouring to perfuadd 
the young foldier to retire. I had juft 

gained 
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gained my point, and tearing a mur- 
mur infinuating, that the prefence of 

heretics muft have difgufted the faint,, 
Seymour and myfelf were efcaplrig with 
him, when there arrived an order from the 
bifhop to withdraw the young girl from 
the fpot appropriated to the poflefled ; 
for that (he was a liar, and neither the 
truth or the devil was in her ; for that 
had (lie been poflefled by a free citizen 
df hell, the facred handkerchief would 
infallibly have made her whole. We 
had obferved an elderly man who ap- 
peared indignant at the iinfeemly de- 
meanor of the pojfejfed, pufli through the 
croud to the church ; it feems he had 
informed the bifhop of the poor girl's in- 
confident behaviour, which information 
induced the above order. This officious 
fellow now came back, reviled bitterly 
the poor maid, and I believe would have 
actually beat her, had (he not been pro-* 
te&ed by the military. 

No 
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No other demoniac appearing to 
claim the interpolation of St. Suaire that 
day, the holy handkerchief was return- 

■ 

ed to its place of depofit, und,er the altar 
of St. John, dedicated to the mother of 
Jefus, and the croud began to difperfe. 
I was now well nigh paying dear for my 

curiofity — in the waving of the immenfe 
croud upon the fide of the mountain, 
which is ahnoft as fteep as a precipice, 
I had negligently fuffered myfelf to be 
joftled by the multitude, far from the 
lphere of attraction defcribed by my mi- 
litary friends. It was early in the morn- 
ing, and I was muffled up in an Englifli 
furtout ; thus unknown and unprote&ed, 
I was endeavouring to ftem a very heavy 
column of human beings, whofe weight, 
aided by their inclining pofition, preffed 
with great momentum upon me, and thofe 
who were contiguous to me. There was 
9- clufter of fixed bayonets juft below 
gliftening in our eyes, and pointed at 

our 
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our breaftfr, i by way: of-. k&qAn& bfafor* 
ittheittardevi wa£;ampcft&icabk:t:ja;poQr 
Kttle^/f>fHrni/9e:Qf the lower ratiky was 
immediately .behind -j memt his ftrength 
unequal otQ mine, .^coiild .not r.efifl: the 
column, k$„ (lipped by t u$der/my : arni f 
and immediately a i bayonet,: fixed $q the 
firelock of a grenadier, iftfinuatingjitf^lf 

into the mouthnof the <fe&it*mavkrtyi in- 
duced hi rti to fw allow three of Jihis fone 
teeth — thebayanecidn ^advancing tcuifa- 
hite the prtv$*m<aitne)s mouth,: ihad iftmok 
through myifurtout >and iwaiftcoatr-JV^r 
indignation at this ihamefuhdifpky fcf 
po+t&T) not|>6rSilittmgime<to'fefc my own 
<#a«gdr, t J ptreaiptorily ordered hirar to 
ctefift,I^fkinghimJio\Vi he dared to punifli 
tftus -cruelly tkp po«>? fellow for .lyhac.r^e 

•ii4fprmed, flnduliciJy, and &&d, itmxp- 

saveiy acpnodigiouaimuff, or lap-stogy :»wd 

- *L-xiwft mfom $Qttsfc<% wtoefc-jhjaw *hf » 
' ii Z could 



354 The AMERICAN 

could he oppofe his. foible to the forte of 
the multitude ? The loud menacing air 
with which I fpoke, made the grenadier 
conceive «- 1 muft be un homme comme il 
faut — He hefitated-— at that moment my 
friend the Marquis de Fontiney, hap- 
pening to fee my danger, called out to 
the grenadier— feeing I had the honour 
of being known to his officer, whom he 
had wifhed to pleafe by this barbarous 
difplay of zeal, he inftantaneoufly reco- 
vered his firelock, and dropped into the 
elegant attitude of a prefent, crying, 
Monfeigneur ! demande mille far dons ! Je 
fuis au defefpoir if avoir fair une telle me* 
frife I Such was my hatred of the fellow 

■ 

for his recent aft of unprovoked barba- 
rity, that, for the firft time of my life, 
the dofe of flattery was bitter to my pa* 
late*. I left him in difguft ; but I imme- 
diately had the pleafure of feeing him 
arretted ; haply for him the paflion of va- 
nity had abforbed all the deadly revenge- 

fill 



s 



WANDERER. 355 

ful paffions in the breaft of the poor 
fetit-maltre. — We dined with Fontiney 
that day, a colle&ion after dinner was 
made to enable die difcomfitted beau to 
pur chafe three teeth and a new muff — 
upon which the gentle creature infifted 
upon their pardoning the grenadier, and 
made me a prefent of his lap-dog— he is 
a perfed: beauty, and ambitious of the 
honour of being your pet* 

I went home refle&ing upon the mar- 
vellous power of faith, — which would 
make forty thoufand rational beings be- 
lieve, not only that a piece of cloth had 
the power of exorcifing devils, but that 
the holy handkerchief with which Chrift, 
under the agonies of the crofs, wiped 
his face near 1800 years ago, fhould 
leem to fuffer no injury from fuch an 
immenfe length of time ! 

Z 2 It 
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It appeared to be a large cotton flieet, 
here and there clotted with gore, rather 
than the moiety of a handkerchief, unlefi 
handkerchiefs of that day were much 
larger than thofe of the prefent fafhion — 

I thought too, that had the handkerchief 

i 

been older, it would have made it look 
more natural, 

lam told that this ceremony, which feems 
to be adapted to the dark ages of monktfh 
fway, is now kept up, more with a view 
of being beneficial to the city of Befanjon, 
than from a conviction of its healing power 
over individuals poffefled of the devil- — 

1 ■ * 

For two or three days, twice a year, the 
exhibition collects a prodigious multi- 
tude; of courfe merchants, milliners, and 
inn-keepers are great friends and be- 
lievers in the virtue of the holy handker- 
chief ; be this as it will, I was far from 
iuffering the lead femblance of incredu- 
lity to fettle upon my countenance this 

morning 
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morning — I was really vexed at the le- 
vity of the young officer. I ever (hew 
ail' outward ah* of refpedt for the reli- 
gious ceremonies of all countries where 
I refide — a contrary condudl is at once 
indecent, imprudent, and impolitical— 
in Catholic countries efpecially, the good 
will and countenance of the church is a 
great relief' to the character of- a travel- 
ler — At Befan^qn I have frequent occailon 
to evince the tolerating turn of my mind 
— r*he inhabitants having blended the 
French with the Spanifh and imperial 
faints, proqeffions' and religious fpec- 
tarles of all kinds occur frequently—^— 
Hofts of devotee? continually line- the 
ftreets, and block up the paflage, fo that 
I pa fs* much of my time upon my Jcnees 
oil the bare pavement. If I have a quar- 
ter of a mile to walk, on particular faints 

days, I am not certain of Arriving in left 

, Z j than 
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than two hours. Lafl week, being holy 

week, proceffions were innumerable. — 
One afternoon I had Tallied out, full 
drefled, to pay my devoirs to the beauti- 
ful Mademoifelles de Juffi—*-*, proceffion 
crouded the whole ftreet, St. Vincent. 
Anxious to get within their fphere of at- 
tradlion, I attempted feveral detours to 

arrive unnoticed to the houfe of their 

father 1 had well nigh gained my 

point, when, juft oppofite to the win- 
dow, I fell in with a column of kneel- 
ing devotees. — Such contumacious ho- 
linefs appeared in their countenances ; 
their knees feemed fo glued to the 
pavement, that I foon perceived the de- 
file to be impafTable — to retreat was 

equally impracticable 1 flood gaping 

like Tantalus with delicious fruit which 
I could not tafte, bobbing at my lips ; 
for the two lovely fitters were leaning 

ov$r 
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over the window, contemplating the hoflf 

and the croud — A pious old lady pull* 

> 

ing at the lkirt of my coat, I had the 
grace to kneel down befide her, and 
prayed in union with her a full hour ; 
to the no fmall fatisfa&ion of my fair 
friends at the window, who were highly 
tickled to fee an errant heretic in a pos- 
ture fo edifying. 



We live at prefent at the King's Aca- 
demy at Befan^on with Monfieur dcForno % 
a Swi(s gentleman of family, who has 
been an officer in the Count <TArtois % s 
guards, but is now mafter of the Royal 
Riding Academy here, a genteel place 
in this country ■ He and his lady, a 
Parifian, are agreeable, polite, and fen- 
fible— -they keep the firft company, and 
have introduced us to the principal fa- 

% 4 milies 
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cumftance,, as, not originally intending 
to make a flay here, we came with no 
commendations. 
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Nunneries and Nupf* :| , , ,, , . 

• - i • i » ■ < • < » i 1 1 • t 

TJAVING patted much of my time in 

France with the Church, I ought to 

be, in fome degree, competent to fatisfy 

your curiofity relative to Monks and Mo- 

naileries, particularly Nunneries. 



« i i i . ■ ■ : .- 



In the firft ages of Ghriftiariity, 'When 
the hiftory of the Apoftkfc; who had fealed 
by their blood the truth of their doctrines, 
was yet ' recewt, a: few entbailafts> < ambi- 
tious /tor emulate^ the virtues and aufteri- 

ties of thefer fecred men; taiight, that 
works of fiipererogarfon; were efTential to 
cekfliialbeatitude^-and deemed a reclufe 
qnd^Qmemptetiwc Aifo imove meritorious 
than! tli e performance of tbe£bcial duties 
ftri&ljfl enforced by, the Divine Legiflatoit, 
un Such 
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Such is the origin of thefe religious mas- 
querades, one of the moft ftriking fpec- 
tacles exhibited in catholic countries.— 
But my particular intimacy with fe- 
veral learned Abbes, many of whom 
are communicative, has given me occa- 
fion to know, that, whatever might have 
been the original principles upon which 
monafteries were inftituted, they are, in 
this enlightened age, fuffered to exift 
merely from political and (economical 
motives* Thefe motives apply equally to 
monafteries of either fex. Ac prefent I 
will treat particularly of Nunneries. — A 
father of a family is happy to find a cheap 
yet honourable provifion for one of his 
daughters — Probably he has many of 
them. The uglieft is always fele&ed for 
this barbarous facrifice ; becaufe (he has 
the worft chance of getting a livelihood 
through the channel of matrimony. — If, 
of two or three, it is unluckily difficult 
to &le& the moft ugly ; they caft lots, 

and 
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and the fortune of the vi&im goes to her 
fitters, or to the eftablifhment of the 
elder brother — Thus nothing is more er- 
roneous than the vulgar notion, that 
Nunneries are crowded with beauty— 
That there are fine women in convents 
I will not deny, but they are envelloped 
in a deep (hade of furrounding iiglinefi* 
Allure yourfelf, in this country, monas- 
tic beauty is fcarce. A fine French wo- 
man knows her value too well to fubmit 
to this cruel facrifice. If (lie is not re- 
ftrained by felf-love, her love of juftice 
will turn her footfteps from the grate- 
She would deem fuch a procedure to be 
a violation committed againft the rights 
of men" of tafte, a robbery of the polite 
world ! 

There remains, however, yet one paf^ 

fion which too often illumines a grate 

with the rays of beauty Female jea- 

loufy— Maiden auntls and old women, of 

all 
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all denominations and 'of every cbuntr$% 
who never *hav# and never hope to eflay 
connubial etftades* themfelves,'form a» 
combination muph more dangerous to 
the. rights oCiLove than the family com" 
paft of. Bourbon .will ever be to the libert 
tiesjofr Europe. — rXhough pioufly haoing 
eaehiiett;he^VMthey^cocdially confpire with, 
faiwily ipride, (A-dafts from the purple, anrd 
thirfty.lips pf .beauty th^t myftic ,cup of 

felicity which* alas!, they caa never -tafct. 

It as »l?ut tQQ frequeqt^jthat the mother,, 

forgoing ma#rn,aj loy^ joins. „th$ 4 dia- 

bpliq^l .f oujjpiracy. — -For,, if. a hantffonjo 

w#man M?ppens to rnarry ,yoi*r}g f . her, 

d^ghtei;? wi^pjpbafcly Jiaye pretenfions 

tc^fljl \Yjll bp tfr&WPg out J>yre$ fof 4? d^ 

miration and flattery long e'er manjaj jq t . 

clines to withdraw her's. A pretty wo- 

n>3n, like the Gravel/Turk,; wiM beariqo 

rival near thefchirone. # Mothers, In France*. 

haye very extenfi ye legal powers. A jealo.us 

;> extent, - 
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extent. la . this -unequaL aDoatcfk, die 
daughter*, unlefo her wit emulates, her 
beauty, will be defeated, .aqd, be /lively 
doomed by : her . enraged aiuj/viftorj&us 
fop,tQ e^ile for. life— -to, .; 



• • i . . » . . i * 



' ' c Thefe deep walks and awful cells^ 
r Where, heav'nty penfrte, coritefrif>latioh flwelfo* 



i 1 - . •. • *"•■ • ' . t .« . , 



The father, although he may love his 
. child, feldom protefts againfl: this ar- 
ra,ngement; fo.r.nptwithftaijdiflg 15 is^fo 
provable he may . cordially fcajte, ^is .wife, 
yet, according to Frenqh. , immemorial 
ufage or common matrimonial law, he 
deems it by.no means bienfrant ; toaiater- 
fet^with his wife in dotfieftic details 9 ^fuCh 
interference would be flying, in ♦ th« fatfq 
of jthe Gallic female Magna Ghatta. 



\/tf 
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In modern times a fine woman lS^feV- 
dom immured but from the above felfifk 
motive — Formerly a contrary ulage on- 
tallied— When the minds as well as bodies 

of 
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of the female world were under monktfh 
undue influence, beauties were fele&ed 
Hov this facrifice. — As it is called, a mar- 
riage to God, they prefumed the more 
beautiful the bride the greater the com- 
pliment* This idea, fo infulting to the 
.Supreme, feems to be borrowed from the 

Pagans, who deemed a facrifice eftimable 
in the eyes of their gods in proportion as 
it was valuable amongft mortals! It was 
this abominable idea that guided the 
bloody hand of the infernal Grecian prieft 
to the palpitating bofom of the heaven- 
born Iphigene ! 

Thus, anciently, Nunneries were the 
prifons of the mod lovely of the lovelieft 
work of creation ! That they are not Co 
now, had I no pofitive information upon 
the point, I fhould deduce from this cer- 
tain faft — Formerly facrilegious enleve- 
ments, or ravifliings of women from con- 
vents, were frequent : they are now very 

rare 
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rare— -A ftrong proof this that nunne- 
ries a&ually contain but few raviflnng 
objeds; for what avail bars, bolts, ftone 
walls, or iron laws, if Love infpires the 
attack and Beauty is the reward of 
<Vuftory ? 

Monadic fimplicity of draft, added to 
that pity which their unhappy fituation 
. excites, powerfully intereft the fpedator, 
. and give relief c to the few charms nu^s 
..may pofTefi. We behold the fex 9 whom 
- nature prompts us ;o love and prote<J, 
inhumed in living fepulchres— We feel it 
impracticable to extricate them— It is not 
given us to extend to them any thing but 
ourtendernefi; and to complete our indig- 
nation againftthe tyrannical law to which 
they are martyrs, our imagination fond- 
ly paints the objefts of our poignant re- 
gret in beauty f s fafcinating form ! Thus, 
whatever may be the intrinfic perfirtial 
merit of nuns, they are always viewed 

with 
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with: partial eyes.? they alwayis;~€xeit«e 
pkafing blended with melancholy few- 
fations* ■ , . - .< . . - -; v , 

, Voluptuaries look up with; qnvy tp t^e 
poft of monaftic confeflbr — This is Qfte, 
among the numerous cafes, in which we 
find our puniftunent ia^tlae:gx1atificaytion 
of our withes. T*It may be prefumcd, that 
wherc'a< number of (females are. immured 
together^ : who-have little occupation but 
to -pray ,* deep,- and cotofefs, there will 
be great ' -identity and? ihfipfcdfcy in «feeir 
corifcffionsv ' 'Their icHcheft will be ftwlfc- 
M* df imaginary' Crimes > 'their *M, 
flowing 'from a natural impatience rof'un- 
jttffc • neftraint, • "will give acidity ?to • their 
tempers.; ;*hey iwiUi berCKWrtimaaUy. tak- 
ing, their h»ly- guides with ,yajn .fciru^s 
aad; ridiculous chimeras* , Acpqfejjpr of 
» ; cmaui, gunnery, here i3.0f.g9g aqquain- 
jfcance,; bsilftjQl^, yet % ch^rful, aj;ree- 
jabje , companion,; he^ has hjmfelf cqnJ^P> 

~ed 
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ed to me, that, cfpecially after a certain 
age, the confeffion of nuns is, to a man, 
a fatiguing bufinefs — Cejl un vilain me- 
tier, Monficur, quoth the honeft monk, 
after I have rendered him communicative 
by the mediation of a fecond bottle of 
Burgundy. At St. Quentin I knew a 
monk of a monaftcry at Soiflbns ; he is 
however a native of St. Quentin — all his 
relations lived there, and his wifh was to 
refide among them — He told me, that he 
might fbjourn in his hative place, if he 
would undertake the department of con- 
feflbr to the convent of Fervaque, or, as 
it is called, he convent de riches dames — 
He was young, mufcular, and rubicund, 
and, while I envied him the promotion, 
I was not a little furprized at his refufal ; 
but he told me, that he would fooner 
fuffer perpetual ba rudiment from his 
kindred and friends than fubmit to a 
drudgery more intolerable than the la- 
bours of Syfiphus ! 

Adieu. 
A a LET- 



» 
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LETTER XXX. 



Nuns and Nunneries, in continuation. 

/^ERTAINLY the fequeftered fituation 
of Nuns mud produce many little 
foibles that will render them irkfome and 
faftidious to each other and to their fpi- 
ritual guides — Yet, abandoned by fo- 
ciety, left to themfelves alone, and at 
liberty to meditate e'en to madnefs upon, 
the fanguinary law under which they 
groan, who does not marvel, that their 
failings are fo trivial, their virtues fo. ex- 
emplary ! Who does not lofe the me- 
mory of their faults in the recolle&ion of 
their fufferings ! 

I cannot pafs one of thefe monuments 
of bigotry, of family pride and feminine- 
refentment, without feeling my bread 

(well 



WANDERER, 371 

fwell with indignation and pity ! The 
very walls Teem to groan, re-echoing the 
(ighs of agonizing humanity! beyond 
the bourne of thofe walls they cannot 
pafs ! — Here they muft languifh and wi- 
ther, like tender flowers expofed to the 
rays of meridian fun-beams ! The pale, 
wan vifage of thefe interefting vi&ims is 
lets imputable to abftinence than to the 
blighting power of paffions to which alf 
human beings, all creation's children, 
for godlike purpofes, are liable- — Paffions 
which rage more violent becaufe they are 
concentered, and have no external ob- 
je& to diflipate them ! Thus a cruel and 
premature death mines them! — Like 
birds in a cage they beat their wings, and 

ftruggle for emancipation But, can I 

utter it without indignation ! it is too 
late ; eternal decrees fever them from 
fociety ! In vain do they ilhplore huma- 
nity and the laws — the laws are deaf to 
their, cries, regard them as dead, and 

A a 2 abandon 
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abandon them to their fate the moment 
thofe dire vows are pronounced which an 
age of repentance cannot recal ! The 
only confolation that remains to them is 
a melancholy confolation indeed, from 
which the moft manly heart recoils with 
horror ! It is to groan in (ilence ; it is 
daily to retire, and bathe with tears, 
ftreaming from the heart, the fhrowds 
enveloped in which their bodies fliall 
repofe. 

To a juft God I appeal Can it be 

fuppofed, that a Supreme of infinite be- 
nevolence can delight in the perpetual 
imprifbnment of his innocent creatures! 
can be pleafed to behold the fairefl: work 
of his hand, which he created " free and 
gay as air," deprived almoft of the fun- 
fliine and the day ! inxerdl&ed, by an 
impious decree, the foft endearments, 

r 

the tender charities, the delicious fenfa- 
• iioas flowing from the various copaec- 

tions 
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tions of fbcial life ! At an inftitution (o 
inhuman, fo unnatural, fo repugnant to 
the grand end for which woman was 

created, I am aftonifhed all Europe does 

» 

not revolt, for the Europeans boaft they 

are a philofophic people.- Were I a 

prince, far from tolerating it in my 
own domains, I would carry fire and 
fword into the dominions of my neigh- 
bours, animated with the laudable tho f 
lingular ambition of unrivetting the 
chains by which humanity is wounded f 
I would open wide the doors of all con- 
vents, all fpiritual prifons of all orders 
and denominations, and I would marry 
the males of the one to the females of the 
other. — -Angelic fufFerers ! fweet bleed- 
ing daughters of humanity ! from my 
foul I pity you ! and could my faint re- 
presentation of feelings unlpeakably in- 
dignant, be the humble means of banifli- 
ing tears from thine eyes and fighs from 

thy bofoms, I (hould, while X forget my 

A a j own 
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own misfortunes, tafte, by anticipation, 
celcftial beatitude ! 

I think there might be a laudable imi- 
tation of monafteries. There are misfor- 
tunes incident to humanity, the unhappi- 
nefs refulting from which religion and 
philofophy may palliate, but can never 

totally fubdue There are ftrokes to 

which fenfihility is liable not to be par- 
ried or obliterated by philofophy — There 
are woes that " flefh is heir to," not to 
be wafhed away by an age of tears ! 
s Mighty forrows enervate and relax the 
foul, rendering all focial pleafuires fafti- 

dious. — The mind for years fixed to the 
painful contemplation of a fingle object 
can feldom be fo eftranged from it, as to 
be made again fufceptible of the little du- 
ties and proprieties requifite to thofe who 
would pleafc, while they mingle with the 
gay and bufy World ! To thefe haplefs be- 
ings, of either fex, I would open an afy- 

lum 
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him*— Their woes would be a tax upon 
ibciety — Here they might pout them in 
the bofoms of fellow fufferers— - Here they 
might taftef the only comfort left, them to 
hope— The pleafure of receiving and 

giving confblation and pity for wounds 
to fenfibility not to be healed ! 

, But as it is devoutly to be wiflied, that 
griefs, of a magnitude Co painful, are 
ieldom the lot of humanity, I would have 

the number of thefe afylums very limited. 
None fhould be admitted who were not 
of that age when the law deems them 
competent to judge for themfelves.— 
Thofe who were admitted (hould always 
be at liberty, at certain Jlated periods, to 
quit the retreat and mingle again with the 
world. 

Travellers, efpecially proteftahts, are 
apt to devour with eager ears, and to dwell 
with an air of triumph upon die various 

A a 4 anec* 
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anecdotes feminated refpeding monadic 
incontinence—For my part, I believe that, 
in general, thefe tales are rather the off- 
spring of malignity than of truth— It is 
very difficult to penetrate tjie interior of 
convents,— Where certainty is preclude^ 
the mind^mpft have cecQurfe to conjept 
ture, and I fhould fuppofe the various 
incentives to devotion, the (ilence ^nd 
the awful gloom which reign qver monaf* 

tic abodes would have a tendency tQ 
pftrange the niind from yice and difppfe 
it to the contemplation and pr^&ice of 
yirtue and piety — —That difqrders do 
fometimes arife there can be little doubt. 
J prefume priefts and monk? are bqt 
piien- — It is not probable, that a fatjle habit, 
a band, and a tonfured head have the ma- 
gic power to regenerate a human being— 
Where monks are the only male kind ad- 
mitted to the toilettes of women, whole 
reftrained fituation muft give a ftimulus 

to their tender paffions, an eleftrical 

fliock, 
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{hock, from the genius of Love, fwlnt* 
ming in the eyes of the fair nun, may ba-» 
ni(h, far a moment, the genius of religion, 
and the monk may recoiled: his man- 
hood : for laws have an intermitting fway 9 
but nature is a power always a Hive, al- 
ways watchful, always eager to feize her 
rights. When this critical minute does 
arrive, I blame neither the monk nor 
the frail devotee, bqt point my juft in- 
dignation at the framer? pf laws abro- 
gating the firfi, the divine, univcrfal law 
of nature — increafe and multiply. 

Pardon me, if an air of melancholy 
pervades this letter—To a mind given to 
reflection the fubjeel prefents not gay 
ideas — I cannot write in a carelels, di£ 
engaged manner upon this inftance of 
tyranny inflicted upon die fcx, from 
which flowed all my former happiqels ; 
from which I have a pre-fentiraent that 

I can- 
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I cannot conquer, all niy future forrows 
may be derived* 

Fakewul. 



Never, for a moment, forget that you 
are the bright, though cold northern ftar, 
on which I gaze, by which I ttiape my 
adventurous courfe : — bear in mind that 
my hopes of retribution are as jujl as 
they are pure and difinterejled. — May 
your firmnefs emulate your beauty, and 
foon I {hall have letters of recal to my 
lawful princefs. — You know to what in- 
effable bliis I am to look up, if, two long 
years a Wanderer, I (hall confefs you the 
female non-pareil ! my probation draws 
to a period, my hour-glafs of patience 
and felf-denial is almoft run — I am like 
the dove-envoy from the ark of Noah — • 
I can find no place of reft for my foot, 
no quietus for my agonizing foul, no 
country, however produ&ive of brilliant 



% 
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fifth, which cap boaft a load-Jhyc* 4Jiat 
may, for a moment, attra& my ardent 
fixed gaze from the fuperior magnetifm, 
blazing in the blue eyes of— a charming 
nymph of the "Thames ! 1 have recon- 
noitred palpitating beauty of every /pe- 
des, of every tint, of every clime — I rife 
pure and conftant from the celeftial or- 
deal — and now — en favant Connoijfeur et 
freux Chevalier, I throw my gage — I will 
fhiver a lance in the teeth of the moft va- 
lorous knight, erring by land or water, 
and hurl him to his native country, the 
Antipodes of Tajie, who raflily refutes to 
recognize you — the fingular Phoenix of 
your fex, from whofe allies no fimilar 

Phcenix (hall ever arife. Confcious of 

the ftrength of my arm and of my cou- 
rage, becaufe confcious that my caufe is 
juft, my good angel tells me, I (hall furely 
conquer. — When loaded with the fpoils 
of the vanquiflied I proftrate myfelf, with 

be- 
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becoming humility, a fuppliant at your 
feet — be content— be grateful. 

So may God guide all your footfteps 
and blefe all your days. 



The Wanderer, 



r# 
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To a Noble Lord—wbofe genius is inform* 
edby the Spirit, and wbofe title is ex* 
prejfed by letters, the facred number 

of the Nine. 



L t T T « R ' I. 



Befanfon* 

LAST week I had the honour of an- 
fwering your Lordfliip's letter of 
February, which I received at Dijon, 
while we halted there to recover ourfelves 
from the fatigues of a forced march from 
the fea to that place. — I fent my letter 
by a Mr. Jackfon, an Iriflx gentleman 
of family and infinite merit, with whom 
we commenced an acquaintance during 
our fliort relidcnce at Dijon — Having 
finiflied his travels, he was returning to 
bis native country, and was upon the 

?ving 
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wing when I left the elegant capital of 
Burgundy — I then did myfelf the honour 
to return your lordfhip every acknow- 
ledgment in my power for the politenefs 
of your offers — It is likely that the above 
letter is received, but as it is poffible 
that the agremens of Paris, feducing Mr. 
Jackfon, may have induced him to pro- 
craflinate his journey to London, I will 

r 

in the poftfcript of this letter, repeat 
that part of the former relative to the 
buflnefs your lordfhip mentioned — 

When you defire a fketch of the per- 
fi>ns, manners, habits, commercial genius 
and military ufages of the French nation, 
a defire flowing from politenefs, not real 
want of information , you impofe a weight 
much too heavy for my (boulders — I feel 
that my humble talents are incompetent 
to fuch fubj efts— betides thefe detail* 
have been, copioufly defcanted upon by 
able pens. Upon a topic on which fb 

much 
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much has been faid, it becomes me to 
fay little : however, as it is my wifh 
rather to oblige than to fhine, I may , 
hazard, occafionally, a few of my ideas 
upon thefe points ; yet I fhatt hope that 
your lordfhip may receive my letters, 
when, with brows unclouded and totally 
exempt from the weight of your ferious 
affairs, you are in your night-gown and 
flippers, relaxing with your chaplain 
over a bottle of French wine. 

I before hinted our method: of travel- 
ling — It may be thought fatiguing for 
gentlemen, yet giving us th« opportu- 
nity of inveftigating common as well as 
high life, the difadvantages incident to 
it were more than compenfated. — Mod: 
other Englifh travellers fet off and con- 
tinue in the ftrait line marked out by 
their fortune or rank in life — .we, while 
with our fimple Englifh frocks and oaken 
(ticks, we trudged chearfully on, tailing 

every % 
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every euriofity incident to devious roads* 
exploring every little hamlet, and con* 
verfing, upon a footing of equality* 
with each artlefs village maid, had al- 
ways in our pockets commendations to 
perfons of condition in every great town 
where \Ve propofed to halt — We had too 
a fervant with a convoy of fafliionable 
habiliments adapted to the external ap* 
pearanee of gentlemen— ^-confequently* 
from the humble guife of vagrant phikn 
fbphers, from the companions of friars, 
ifiilleners* mantua-makers, drolling play- 
ers, hinds, and rural nymphs, we would 
fuddenly be transformed to petits-maitres 
du demur ton, and find ourfelves wafted, 
as if by enchantment, to the toilette, or 
at the feet of Madame la Cotiiptefle or 
Madame la Marquife, aftoniftiing by the 
recital of our furprizing adventures, her 
brilliant circle : a transition at once 
linking, agreeable and ufeful — Nor is 
there danger attending the metamorphofe,* 

for, 
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for, be you where you will, the French 
are too bienfeant to afk how you came 
there — nor if they knew, would they 
lefs ambition your fociety ; for walking 
in this country, by no means lets a man 
down as it does in England — according- 
ly, many French gentlemen, particular- 
ly officers, who have more curiofity than 
money, adopt the pra&ice. We have 
now tried it from the North of France 
to the Confines of Switzerland, and we 
find it gives us liich variety of accefs, and 
of courfe fuch inlets to knowledge, that 
while we are not limited by time, and 
have good health and fpirits, we (hall 
walk on. 



With, the advantage I have hinted at, 
I would yet wifli to wave the invidious 
fubjefr, a difcrimination or comparifon 
between the manners of nation and na- 
tion, were I not convinced that all Eng- 
lish travellers, whofe writings I have 

B b had 
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had accefs to, have viewed the French 
through the medium of national preju- 
dice, and confequently have mifled-— 
mod of them have been actuated by the 
natural and perhaffS amiable partiality 
pf EngliChmen to every thing Englifh — ? 
A late writer (Smollet) to this, if you will., 
laudable prejudice, fuffered his brilliant 
talents to be clouded by a fick fancy, 
and the irritability of his nerves— -re- 
garding with the jaundiced eye of difeafe 
the natural hiftory of this fine country 
through a diminifliing, its moral turpi- 
tude through a magnifying mirror — 
prompted by my love of truth, by my 
gratitude for the friendly attentions I 
have received from this amiable people, 
I wifh to render them more juftice, and 
though the mediocrity of my talents may 
fruftrate the completion of my wMh, yet 

will the attempt, I hope, pafs uncen- 
fared. 



fe 
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It muft be confefled, ^nature has been 
Angularly lavifh in her difpenfations to 
the kingdom of France,— ^-The climate 
is benign and foil fruitful— al moll every 
particular province hath, within itfelf, 

not only the necefTaries, but the luxu* 
ries of life — It is no exaggeration to aflert 

that it is naturally a modern land of 
Canaan, abounding in corn, Wine, oil, 
milk, and honey — consequently the 
French have a chanct of obtaining whole- 

fome fuftenance, and of growing to the 
height common to human beings ; yet 
mod Englifh writers upon the fubjeft 

will have it a nation of dwarfs, fickly, de- 
formed, and ftarved. This is furely no£ 
t true, nor is the aflertion a juft compU- 
men t to the (hrine of Englifh fqlfciavje; 
<for as you generally tilt yourfelf againft 
the French with fuccefs and with glory, 
I (hould think depreciating the merit of 
the vanquifhed would tarnifli the laurels 
of the vi&ors* 

B b 2 fe 
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It is true, certain vices, inherent in 
the French political conftitution, may, 
in fome meafure, be fuppofed to counter- 
act, but can never wholly counterpoifc 
the many great natural advantages to 
/which I have alluded : it is true that 
the lands here are by no means fo highly 

and neatly cultivated, or fo well enclo- 
fed as they are in England, yet it is cer- 
tain that agriculture, the bountiful mo- 
ther of population, is rapidly improving 
in this country ; their productions are 
at prefent more than adequate to the 
confumption of the numerous inhabi- 
tants. 

The commop people of France, gene- 
rally fpeaking, are not fo florid, Co 
plump, fo handfome as the Englifli pea- 
iantry ; but furely this is not owing to 
the freer government, or better nouri- 
ture of the latter ; the common people 
of Holland are equally free, have equally 

* 

good appetites, and full as much to eat ; 

j* yet, 
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yet, in the domains of their High Migh* 
tinefles, beauty is almofl as great a phae* 
nomenon as wit* In every age the fair, 
and rofy cheeked Albion peafantry have 
won the apple from all other nations, 
while they have difputed it with their 
lifter, kingdom,. the Irifli. Caefar in his 
commentaries, if my recollection ferves 
me, celebrates Englifli beauty, yet at the 
period of the defcent of Caefar, the peafan** 
try, as well as rtobles, groaned under a 
tyranny, of all others, the mod onerous,- 
the ecclefiaftteal tyranny of the Druids. 
It is probable we mud trace their pecu- 
lhrr "beauty, not from their .ftile of living, 
but from their German anceftors. Csefer 
alfo celebrates the Germans for their 
lovely complexions ; to this' day the 

• ) * * ■ t 

Saxons, the women efpecially, are re- 
markably handfome ; I mean that fpectes 

■ * » * 

of beauty which refults from fair fkins, 
and lufcious perfbhs ; a ftile well exprefled 
fcy the epithet comely, or by the Scotch < 

B b 3 wprd 
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word bonny> which is I think the cfia* 
nrftartftic of Pritifh beauty. This cfefea? 
in the French- ftile is perhaps richly com^ 
pen&ted by expreffion in the counte- 
nance, vivideyeSj animated piquant? &\r ± 
and by what the French term finejfe of 
*i(age.-*~I have fecn mfrrfc comely Ertg- 
fi&rtien-, or rather friiSimfen, than of 
any other nation/ yet I. may fay that 
fome of the handfomeft men I ever (aw,, 
were Frenchmen * and though, in- gene* 
ral, candour muft owiV that the lilies 06 
JTranctf fads and ficken at tber fight of the 
blufliing- Englifli rofe r yee there are 
French vriiage maids of Circaflia^ 
beauty, 

Montefqukii aflerts that honour is the 
pervading principle of monarchies-r-with 
refpeft to the native country of that il- 
luftrious man, I am fure the aflertion is 
perfe&ly juft. I know not a people who 
pofTefs fuch poliChed and delicate minds* 
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Co jealous of perfbnal chara&er, (b im- 
patient of perfona! affronts, fo polite, fo 
anxious to pleafe, fo avid of perfbnal re- 
fpeft. I Have often met with a French 
foldier, whole manners would adorn a 
drawing-room, whofe (entiments would 
do honour to a nobleman ; nor are they 
merely fentiment al, they evince the deli- 
cacy of their feelings by actions^ and by 
an appeal to the pword. This being a 
garrifbn town, a week fcarcely pafles 
utrithout a duel between private foldiers, 
generally upon a pun&ilio ; there are 
four now in the hofpital wounded ; one 
of them* laft night, died of his wounds* 

When I inftance the manners of the 
French foldiery, I mean to chara&erife 
the French in general, from the pervad- 
ing fentiment of honour and attachment 
to the prince, fcope to which fentiment 
is given by the judicious policy of en* 
lifting their foldiery for a term of years/ 

B b 4 almoft 
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almoft every Frenchman, of a proper 
height, in rotation becomes a foldier. A 
Frenchman from his infancy is fo accu- 

ftomed to unite the profeflion of a foldier 

> 

as infepar^bly annexed to birth and ho- 
nour, that he cannot for the foul of. him 
fever them ; the firft queftion he is fure 
to alk an individual who has the appear- 
ance of a gentleman, is, Monfeur a fervi 
fans doubt e ; if you anfwer no, % notwith- 

ftanding every effort of his politenefs, in- 4 

• ■ • » * 

voluntarily and inftantaneoufly fhrinkinf* 
from you ; he will eye you with furprize, 
wonder, and momentary alienation ! 

...... . ;. ' 

The French are accufed of indulging 
an overweening contempt of all other 
nations ; \yith refpeft to their haughty 
neighbours and immediate rivals the En- 

■ ■ 

glifh, I am fure the imputation is not 

founded. Jt is true, your glorious ter- 

... < 

mination of lafl war, exhibiting you. in 
an invidious light, you are not foyed by 

the 
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the common people of France ; y£t tho 
French refpetfyou more than they dp f ?iny 
nation in the world, in fome inftances 
more than they do themfelves ; compar- 
ing your ipental faculties with thofe of 

+ _ 

t 

other nations, and even with their own, 
they ftylethe EngUfti genius the. King of 
Genius • it is pleafant to oSferve the mil 1 
takes this general idea fometimes induces 
them. to make ; they will frequently dig- 
nify the invincibjie ftupidity of a Common 
Council Man with the name of philofophy 
n— when he is fallen, it is greatnefs of 
mind ; when he is dozing over repletion, 
he*ls in a reverie, he is loft in the pro- 
fundity of his cogitations; or they will 
palliate his impolite abfence of mind, 
by obferving, en verite, Monfteur eft un 
feu lourd 9 mais il a du talent, or Monfteur 
mange heaucoup, mats en revanche, ilpenfe! 

Such is their prepofleffion in this re- 
fpe£f, that ' whenever they obferve an 

EnglUh- 



\ 
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Etfglfffcmari totaAy fitetit, attd obtfWrati* 
ty totttenyptiftrtjr of aff around hirii, arid 
tf hen, peradVentttre a philofophlc fportfc 
man\ beating his itoddte for a fortnight, 
cbufd riot faring a /<?4/ife of ideas, a 
Frenchman witf gaze at him with unafc 
fe&ed admiration, arid will exclaitn, ma 
foi, voila un philofofhc /fnglofs , f / 1 

I have Ac hSriotfr to be, &<i. 6t^» 
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LETTER II. 



TNDEED it is not uncommon to hear 
your French politicians aflert, that* it 
is the interefl of the two countries to lie 
united- — that things go badly on each, , 
.fide of the harrow fea which rolls be- 
tween Dover and' Calais, Becaufe we are 
not willing to undtrftatfd* one another. 
They arraign your mutual jealoufi&, 
jealoufies reduced to a fyftem, as pitiftrf 
and deflrudtive chimeras. They haver- 
ever in their mouths this maxim, that' 
werfr England 1 and : France ih alfiahce; 
they might awe and contrbul die iv&Hif 
united again ft them. 

It is certain that the fa6iitiou£exiftbfloe 
of Europe, fuch as it is eftabKfeed by 

treaties, which form at prefent die tigtiii 
and regulfct* the Jlate tf rittfkmsi Woiikt 

be 
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be affedted by an alliance of England 
with France ; that is to fay, the other 
powers who gain fo much by our divi- 
fions, becaufe they either render (hem* 
ielves formidable to us, or oblige us to 
pay them fubfidies, would Jofe by our re^ 
union. In tracing the real original of 
our diflentions, we find not their fource 
in thp motives of ahimofity which an* 
tienth fubfifted. On the contrary, they 
are the work of thofe whofe intereft it 
was.tp foment them, and if poffible make 
then* a (late maxim fpr the two nations* 
A$lc$ their ,eftabli(|iment upon the throne*, 
the princes of the houfe of Stuart were, 
npt enf pries to France ; fo far frorn if,, 
they were fjbmetimes her allies, and almoft 
continually neuter. .This circunpftance* 
aided the enterprizes of Lewis the Four- 
teenth, Europe ft I this force, and ;from 
tttenfe flhe mud have concluded, that it 
was neceflary t;p . oppofe to hiip Grea£ 
Bpritain. — Hence pi^y be deduced the 

com.? 



W AiN D E R ER. ^97 

combination, fo happy in other refp*£ts f 
againft James the Second* It was re*- 
iblved to place on the thron* a;prince that 
would poirtt; his arms againft France,— • 
By means of (hares thrown in the way of 
James, whofe monkifli bigotry would 
furely make him eagerly catch at. the 
bait, they plucked the crown from his 
head and wreathed it round the brows of 
his fon-in-law the Prince of Orange*— 7 
Ancient animofities, though their obje&s 
exifted no more, were awakened ; ani- 
mofities which, fince that period ; hav^ 
taken root, deep indeed, but fatal to th$ 
two countries, who have <often waged 
war with each other merely becaufe it was 

convenient for their neighbours. The 

fecret hiftory of Europe evinces, that th§ 
affrighted princes of the Empire formed, 
at Berlin, the confederacy that produced 
this revolution* Thus the ambition ,of 
Lewis the Fourteenth hath been the 
caufe of all the unhappy errors that 

(be- 
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J&icceeded : but «ow that this reflleft 
-thirft *f vain-glory" and of conqucft 
hath fubfided as nations, as well as in- 
dividuals, become more phtlofophical> 
the two Governments ought to fee what 
dupes they are to nw» tbemfelves for the 
convenience or emolument of otheri* in- 
Acad of feinting their power (a thing 
very pradttcable) to the obje& of mutual- 
ly enriching themfelves* 

Remember I am not, in the above po- 
litical flight, giving yo» my own original 
lentiments— No ; I am not fufficiently 
©onverfant in a matter fo momentous as 
to'haye my mind made up upon the fub- 
jc£V — Arguments Tuch as thefe are very 
common now among liberal French- 
men—They are tnrown in a beautiful 
light by the elegant author of Le $>uin- 
zaine Angloifk. 

I OWtlJ 
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I own, however, } apj Inclined, 
ihem, to think th$re i* great forpf m 
this fpecies of reafpning^Jt i* ? politic^ 
axiom, fhat inter eft is $hp cement of 4// 
fiuions~}$Qw, whoever taholffe witfy phjr 
Jofopjiic eye the phyfval fltqa^oi* pf the 
two countries will fee, that nature for 
funded them for /$*>" fupgdpms— 7N9 tW9 
countries em fee WW? 4 portf to hold && 
tp each other reciprocal C9pi«tf raji 9$. 
vantages.— -It would feem indeed, frgtR a 
View of the oppofite bartks of the two 
kingdoms, that, originally, they were 
one continent or peninfula, violently 
levered from each other by fome natural 
convulsion, of the exiftence of whieh, 
though political hiftory is filent, natural 
hiftory exhibits very fpecious preemptive 
proofs. The breaks in the cliffs between. 
Calais and Dover, Boulogne ajid Mar- 
gate, which are oppofite points, corre- 
fpond furprizingly with each other. The 
tQHVtxitf x>f the one fcrfacc always an- 

fwering 
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r* 

/$* fwering to the concavity of its neighbour 
on the oppofite fhore* Though the two 

1 countries are contiguous, yet their diffe- 
rent climates, co-operating with the dif- 
ferent laws and manners, flowing from 
modern political innovations, have given 
to each different productions, different 
manufactures, and different wants; (b 
that great and mutual advantages intrude 
are held out as commercial baits for a re* 
union. 

The wars waged between the two na- 
tions have only tended to multiply their 
mutual calamities. The fuccefles of Eng- 
land, in the laft war, gave her fcope in- 
deed for felf-gratulation. She made her- 
felf mijlrefs of the commerce which 
France, would have, participate^ with 
her : but was the part (he"* could fabijb 
from her neighbour the only one capable 
to flatter her intereft and ambition ? It ifc 
but too probable, . that the event of the 

pre- 
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prefent commotions in America .will de- 
ftionftrate, than the profits wrefted from 
France by the fplendid feats preceding 
the treaty of Fontainbleau will not be 
equivalent to the commercial advantages 
that muft have refulted to England from 
a connection with France — And, how- 
ever it may make Britifii merchants and 
Antigallicans ill general flare, it poffibly 
might be demoriftrated, that the more 
.France aggrandized herfelf, pre-fuppo£ 
ing a commercial union, the more the 
commerce they and us would have toge- 
ther Would be advantageous to each* — 
This inveftigation would lead us into a 
field too extenfive for the limits of this 
letter — However, he who wiflies to illus- 
trate the paradox fully, will do well to 
take his meafures and the terms of his 
tomparifons from the traffic, immenfe in* 
deed, which Holland ufurps from both 
countries — He muft alfo put into the ac- 
count the prodigious clandefline traffic 

C c which, 
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which the induftry of individuals oppofes 
to the abufiveordonnances, which ancient 
prejudices have di&ated to governments 
led aftray by popular animofity. 

In infant countries, where manufactures 
are in a rude ftate, commercial jealoufy, 
the parent of all commercial taxes upon 
exports and imports, may be ivife — But 
the arguments which apply to evince fuch 
expediency are inapplicable to a country 
where manufactures, as in England, are 
arrived to fuch a marvellous pitch of per- 
fection as to defy all attempts at com- 
petition* 

The patriot on this occafion would an- 
xioufly inquire on which fide the balance 
of trade would turn. — To folve this diffi- 
culty the aid of the philofbpher muft be 
called in, to enlighten the views of the 
mere patriot or mere merchant. 

If 
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If ever a commercial intercourfe be- 
tween the two countries obtains the func- 
tion of law, it will be found that the con- 
fequential trade will be rather of luxury, 
of 'vanity, thanofnecejfity — and I, though 
far from arrogating the title of philofb- 
pher or merchant, will boldly affirm, 
that the balance of vanity, ever preponde- 
rating with the French, will always throw 
the balance of money into the Englijh fcale. 
The mod fuperficial observer immediate- 
ly lees, that vanity is the prominent fea- 
ture in the chara&er of this polite and 
witty nation. It may be no exaggera- 
tion to affirm, that their flock of this pre- 
cious commodity nearly equals that of 
all the reft of Europe united. If this is 
granted, let us apply it to the articles of 
commerce in the refpe&ive countries to 
which it will naturally attach itlelf. To 
be fure the rich, jolly, and luxurious 
Englifla gentlemen would imbibe deeply 
thofe light, delicate French wines, the 

C c 2 natural 
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natural corrector of John Bull's fatumitie 
crafts. This, indeed, would be the fir ft , 
and a very extenfive article : but this 
luxury would be confined to the gentry 
and more opulent citizens. It is true 
alfb, no country ever has, and I pro- 
phefy never will, vie. with the French in 
the arts and manufactures which depend 
upon tafte*-* — The magic power of the 
Parifian mantua-maker, the creative ge- 
nius of her millener, are yet unrivalled ! 
The mafterly hand of the French hair- 
drefler vies with the light heel of the fcien- 
tific dancing-mafter, who volting from 
Calais to Dover, propagates the fine arts 
and immortalizes his country ; while he 
drills John Bull in the manoeuvres of the 
cottillon, while he gives the word to my 
Lady Mayorefs, and (lie fwims through 
the minuet de la Reinef Thefe arts and 
their profeflbrs are indeed invaluable in 
the eftimation of the cognofcenti, but 
weighed in the commercial fcale will foon 

kick 
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kick the beam oppofed to Englifh horfes, 
Coventry ribbands, Birmingham toys, 
hardware of every denomination, Tun- 
bridge-ware, Englifli boots, flioes, fad- 
dies, coarfe cloths, lpng wool, ale, ton* 
don porter, and all the articles which 
fnpply the African trade. 

In (hort, exclufive of your decided fu- 
periority in the fini/loing of every com- 
mercial article, the prefent French rags 
is for every thing Englifli merely becaufe 
it is Englifb. Your enthufiafm for French 
frippery is of antient date, and time, 
which foftens almoft every paflion, muft 
in fome degree have diflipated its fervor. 
The French caprice is recent, and confe- 
quently more impetuous and incontroul- 

able. If a Frenchman accofls you with 
hauteur and uncommon felf-complacency, 

you may certainly infer, that he has, or 
flatters himfelf he has, fomething Englijh 
^bout him, — He will look cunning and 

C c s feein 
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feem anxious you fhould make the im- 
portant difcovery yourfelf. — If, out of 

affectation or negligence, you fail to do 
fo, he can contain no longer, but ex- 
claims, regardez done, and (hewing his 
button or laying hold of his fleeve, facra 
Dieu ! mais cela vient $ Angle t err e ! 

§ 

But every confideration united will not 
fo much tend to throw the balance into the 
hands of the Englifli as the different genius 
of the two nations. With you commerce 
derogates not from the gentleman; on the 
contrary, thofe mere fons of earth, who 
have no other pretenfions to this facred 
character, will, while they often tatioufly 
boaft of their wealth, from that very cir- 
cumftance, arrogate it — Here a thorough 
Frenchman blujhes to be found making 
money by trade, and when he has made 
it, is almoft ajhamed to confejs it ! 

* I am 
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I am no judge, and I will not pre* 
tend that I am on ftrong ground in the 
above commercial reveries : but of this I 
am fare, that there are no two nations 
in Europe fb happily formed to enter 
into -par titer Jhip in a fpecies of com- 
merce, compared to the returns on 
which, in the eyes of a man of fenti- 
ment, the ingots of Peru, the fands of 
Pattolus, and the gems of Golcond are 
bagatelles — I allude to a branch of 
commerce little known upon your Royal 
Exchange, focial commerce. — Every libe- 
ral Frenchman, while he hates a Spa- 
niard, ,loves not a German, and loathes 
a Dutchman, thinks it his highefl: honour, 
however averfe to trade, to traffic 
largely, in this way, with Meffieurs les 
Anglois* — The pride of the Englishman 
is gratified by the Frenchman's defe- 
rence and unfeigned refpeft, while the 
influence of his November fogs is dif 1 
fipated by the Frenchman's gay and 

C c 4 degage 



4 o8 The AMERICAN 

degage manners ; fo that the moft conge- 
nial happy mixture of male company \ 
know is a judicious combination of 
well-bred Frenchmen with fenfible Eng- 
lishmen. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 
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LETTER III, 



*T*HE French are, I think, the raoft 
p^ffionate people I ever few ; their 
natural impetuofity frequently hurry- 
ing them beyond themfeives, induces 
them to commit aftions which they are 
the firft to condemn. An old Swift 
Knight of St. Louis told me, that at 
the ftorming of Bergen- op-Zoom, where 
he was prefent, he faw the French fol- 
diery daughter a great number of the 
enemy, after the place was evidently car- 
ried, confequently farther butchery was 
unneceflary, and therefore cruel — yet, 
laid he, I am perfuaded they did fb, not 
from a principle of cruelty, and I faw 
fome of them flied tears for what they 
had done ; but the impetuofity of the 

French teoiper, combining with their 

natural 
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natural courage, gives them in the 
heat of adtion, a momentary madnefs, 
* € It is this enthufiafm which makes them 
the beft troops in the world for a coup 
de main" 

A general officer with whom I dined 
the other day at the Marquis d'Eiragues, 
thus exprcOcd himfelf — " It was impo£- 
lible for politenefs to be carried to a 
greater length, than by the Englifli lad 
war in Germany to the French, %we 
endeavoured to return it-— we dined with 
each other almoft every day— The French 
and Englifli foldiers would cull potatoes 
very (bciably together in the fame field, 
although they expe&ed to come to blows 
the next morning. 1 remember, faid 
he, that I was one day at dinner with 
an Englifh captain, my very good friend, 
who had done me the fame honour the 
day before ; I was faying that I did not 
know what I mould do, for that my men 

had 
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had negledled to colleft the rations of 
forage required of me that morning- 
Mine, faid he, have collected near twice 
as much as my complement, and if you 
will fend to fuch a poft, I will have the 
furplus delivered to you — To be fure, 
continued the Frenchman, it is againfl 
the principles of war to give proviflon 
to your enemy, yet, in armies of one 
hundred thoufand men of a fide, what 
hurt could the common caufe receive 
from this particular inftance of polite- 
nefs ? The intimacy between the two 
armies was fo confpicuous, that Marjhal 
Broglio gave orders that it fhould be dis- 
continued, and this was the only par- 
ticular in which we wifhed to difobey 
him. The mutual refped: was fo great, 
that I have known French private foldiers 
turn off with indignation any Swifs who 
prefumed to obtrude upon them, when 
they had the honour to entertain their 
Englifh friends ; and I am told the Eng- 

lifb, 
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ltth, %he war before laft, teftified a fimi 
lar difguft to their Dutch allies." 



I every day fee four French with two 
Swift regiments paraded together, and I 
have remarked that the privates never 
converfe with each other. When the pa- 
rade is over, th^y refpettiveiy diverge, 
and exprefs a reciprocal fliynefs and difc 
like. They never commune together but 
in the capacity of mafter and fcholar. 
The French foldiers teach their Swift 
allies to dance. It is pleafant to paft by 
their quarters, where you will often ob- 
ferve a French foldier with a becoming 
gravity, leading a great Swift boor the 
mazes of the minuet de la cour, and the 
louvre, or whifking him through the 
quicker vibrations of the allemande— the 
Swift difpenfes for his accomplishments, 
part of his fubfiftence, and thus makes 

i 

fome atonement for the invidious difc 

tin&iojq 
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tin&ion arifing from the difference -of 
their pay. 

Indeed the difference of manners be- 
tween the French and Swifs is fo obvious, 
and the fuperiority of pay to the latter, 
render them fo obnoxious, that, at firft 
view, it would feem impolicy in the 
French to employ them ; but a little re- 
flexion will tell us that Switzerland forms 
an excellent barrier to the eaft of France: 
a fufficient reafon to induce the French 
to conciliate that country, by dealing 
largely in its principal article of mer- 
chandize, id eft, foldiers ; this diftin&ion 
in pay is a fufficient folution of the ha- 
tred of the French to the Swifs ; but the 
diflike of the latter muft arife from di£ 
flmilarity of manners. 

The French troops are the beft fet up, 
and march betcer than any troops I have 
feen — A nice ienie of honour, the foul of 

their 
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their armies, extends itfelf to the mean eft 
private ; he will not, under the idea of 
difcipline, fubmit to perfonal infult— 
his officer rauft not ftrike him — Frequent 
attempts have recently been made to in- 
troduce this ufage, common in Germany, 
and but too prevalent in England; but 
the foldiery have univerfally (hewn fuch 
abhorrence of it, that it is now entirely 
abolifhed, and imprifonment fubftituted 
in its place* Some little inconveniences 
may arife from this, yet they cotjfefledly 
fpring from a noble caufe. 

i 

In England officers and foldiers are re- 
garded by their countrymen, rather with 
fufpicion than with love. With you a 
man goes into the army to get a livelihood 
— here the point of honour is to ruin 
yourfelf in the fervice of your king. This 
certainly is a mod artful policy for a 
court to inculcate, yet to individuals it 
induces many bad conlequences. — Al- 
though 
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though the ftrongeft reafons may concur 
to render it expedient, it is a mod dif- 
ficult thing, in France, to retire from 
the army, even in time of peace, and 
preferve your honour untinged ; in war 
it is abfolutely impoffible. I have an 
intimacy with a young gentleman of fa- 
mily and fortune, of the regiment du 
Rot, the Chevalier de G y ; our ac- 
quaintance originated from his earneft 
defire to fpeak the Englifti language, 
which he reads very well. For a young 
*■ Frenchman, he has ail amazing turn for 
^ftudy, and a diflike for the noify, yet 
brilliant fcenes of life ; — he is a valetudi- 
narian ; is fometimes affe&ed with flight 
attacks of the epilepfy ; thus is he entire- 
ly unfit for, and I know he is averfe to 
military habits. He and his intimate 
friend the' elegant Count de Beaumont^ 
partial to every thing EngKfti, frequent- 
ly do me the honour to breakfaft with 
me 4 V Angloife. I this morning took the: 

liberty 
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liberty to infinuate to the young Cheva- 
Her, my furprize that he continued hi 
the army ; he replied, " neither my 
health or my difpofition incline me to it ; 
I would indeed moft cheerfully give half 
of my eftate to quit the army and retain 
my honour unblemifhed ;" but I might 
as well banijb myfelf as retire. I fliould in- 
evitably be defpifed, even by my own re- 
lations ; my native country would afford 
no countenance, no afylum for me ; in 
France, a man of birth to be refpetted, 
mujl be a foldier; — In France there is no "• 

fuch character as a. private country gentle* \ K 
man, a character with you fo highly and 
fo defervgdly refpe&ed. 



c 



A late writer aflerts, that of all people, 
the French have the lead compaffion ; he 
muft have been very unlucky in the 
choice of his acquaintance ; indeed the 
natural hilarity of the French difpofition 

precludes that penfive air, that languifli- 

ment 




WA/N.D E*R E R. 



417:. 



countenance, the general index 

fenfibility — yet, with all their 
levity find frivolity, they have 

'ery- fufceptible, hearts feelingly 

[the diftrefies of humanity ; they 

in too mild, too fweet a clime to 

that Infenfibility chara&eriftic 

Icy hearts, organized in the en- 
. the northern pole ; a French- 
grftat delicacy of nerve. I have 
Srved that the relation of a pa- 

:ory hath caft a gloom over a 

•oup^— tears have immediately 

to the higheft excefles of laugh- 

;lee, I once faw an old French 

Steep, like an infant at the woes 

\an % fb admirably reprefented by 

One would think a^e is more 
1 - 
*le(S "ufed to' the melting mood 

tjth, yet is it here very common 
:ars Fall from the eyes of age ;, 
they barren tears : the purfe of 
fochman* in proportion to his abi-' 

I>d Ht yj 
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lity, is equally open to the demands of 
diftrefs ; his heart, equally with his richer 
neighbour, fufceptible of god-like cha- 

rity. 

Permit me to adduce a recent inftance 
of the friendfhip of a Frenchman to my** 
felf, which has exceedingly affefted me r 
My friend and travelling companion has 
preceded me in our intended jaunt to . • 
Switzerland ; flnce which, having had a 
flight fever ; and being alone, left to 
my own thoughts, I brooded too much r 
over my own unpleafant, uncertain fitua- 
tipn upon a point on which the whole 
happinefs or hiftory of my future life 
niuft hinge — This threw the fever upon 
my nerves, and I was frequently fo low- 
fpirited as to refufe all vifits, and entire- n 
ly to evade fociety* I have before men- 
tioned our little agreeable friend du 
Vachc, the principal phyfician here— 
lie vifited me, and prefcribed very, rar 

t ion ally 
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tlonally to me during my indifpofition, 
Upotn finding that he abfolutely refufed 
all: his fees, I as peremptorily refufed his 
vifits, which feemed to diftrefe him very 
lenfibly ; I was for fome days at a lofe 
tp /account for this coi)dti£t, r but he iat 
length explained himfelf;* fie" came one 
morning and. infilled to fee Monfieur his 
friend ; hfc hard conceived, qs, he was itt- 

formed, that all my rcfources from Apk- 
rica were cut off, thpt.n^y lownefs of 
fpirits proceeded from derangement of 

finance. — : After fome hefitation and much 

~ - • - • • ...»-■ 

circumlocution, he told me that he loved 
me like a brother ; how happy fhoul4 
he be, would T honour him with tligt. 
title ; to convince him that I did fo, 1 
nrnft put confidence in him, I muflf 
let my elder brother know the real fitua- 
tion of my affairs. " I am now a wi- 
dower ; until you, my dear brother, can 
get the income of your eftate in America 
remitted to yon, mpft cheerfully will I 

D d 2 (hare 



4*<x TM fi A M E R I CAN 

fjiare mine with you ; it is not large, buc 

you know my falary as principal phyfl- 

cian of the hofpital, makes a great part 

of it certain ; in this cheap country-it 

will amply fuffice ns both!'* I was'fo 
aft on idled, xhat I let him run on — U W+ 

have an amiable lifter, riiy dear brother J 

who lives in a mod delightful villa upotf 

the margin 7 of the noble Lake of Geneva,' 

li'vous fant la grande air, tnon cher efc 
fdnt-~\ Will carry you to'refide at Tier 
Aoufe until the winter fliall induce you 
to return hither — I am convinced the 
change of air. and her attentions will re- 
ttoye your health/' — Upon my refilling 

his ofFers with warmth, he reiterated 

> ■ • . • ■ 

them in the moft preffing-jgianner, fay- 
ing, " II le faitt monfrerc'—icivous netes 

fiW for: vatve ipaille—^chez vous je ferois 

Jier. de vous\ctre redevable de ces mimes 

Wiftres* — Iaflured him, candidly, that 

iny tnnul proceeded by no. means from 

a pecu- 
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*• pecuniary caufe"; thai my mind wi* 
above the lofs of fortuae> . an<J; ffcairol 

ihould think he meant to affront «*&& 

he faid another word «i^6n the fbbje&i 

Upon my abfolute refufal^he retired with 

ftrong marks of chagrin.' From the anil- 
able character of the man, I perfuade 
myfelf his friendly 4 overtures were "dicta- 
ted by fincerity, and I feel my felf cor- 
dially his debtor- 

There is a trait in the chara&er of this 
H good creature, in a Frenchman fb ftngur 
Jar. that honourable mention fliould be 
4nade of it. He has loft a beautiful and 
amiable wife, and, though (he has been 
dead fix months, he ftill laments her with 
tears unceaOng ! ! ! He is like Rachel 
weeping for her children, and will not 
be comforted ; he refufed for many week9 
to take any lb ftenance, and his friends 
3re yet fearful that this bagatelle, as they 
term it, will coil him his life. I know 

him 
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(am well, and I am convinced his Tor* 
cow is unfeigned, yet it is not of a fo- 
titary kind, it is woe a la Franjoife — one 
inoment he (hrugs his moulders and la- 
ments his fate,: the next lings, dances, 
and muffles the cards, and, while he deals 
them,, the dew drops of defpair for the 
wife of his foul moiften the Brelan-fifli ! 
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